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By Rachel Zoll
The Associated Press

U.S. Roman Catholic bishops,
at their first assembly since gay
marriage became legal nation-
wide, vowed this week to uphold
marriage as only the union of a
man and a woman and to seek
legal protections for those who
share that view.

Some bishops said they
were committed to reversing
the U.S. Supreme Court same-
sex marriage ruling last June.
Archbishop Joseph Naumann,
of Kansas City, Kansas, said a
concerted effort was needed to
“build a consensus” to do so.
As a model, he pointed to

new state laws that have made

it harder to obtain an abortion,
even as the procedure remains
legal nationwide.
“I don’t think because five

Supreme Court justices changed
the public policy on such a funda-
mental issue that we should just
accept it. I think we have to be as
strong as we have on the pro-life
issue,” Naumann said at the gath-

ering of the U.S. Conference of
Catholic Bishops in Baltimore.
Archbishop Joseph Kurtz,

president of the bishops’ confer-
ence, highlighted the bishops
push for religious exemptions for
charities, schools and individual
for-profit business owners who
oppose gay marriage and other
laws and regulations.

The bishops’ meeting came
just days after the Islamic State
extremists attacked Paris.
U.S. bishops said they were

praying for victims of the vio-
lence and renewed their com-
mitment to resettling Syrian
refugees, as some U.S. governors
threatened to stop accepting
them.

U.S. RomanCatholic bishops focusedonmarriage, religious liberty

By Katie Gordon
Program Manager of the Kaufman Interfaith Institute

O
ver this past weekend, we
were once again reminded
of the extremism that seeks
to divide us.

From the terrorist attacks in
Paris that killed more than 120

people, to the less-publicized suicide bomb-
ings in Beirut that killed more than 40, we
saw the power that these acts of violence
and hatred have on our communities.
However, at the same time, there was an

outpouring of love to cancel out the hatred,
and light to drown out the darkness.
In Paris, within hours of the attacks,

people started opening their doors to offer
safety to those unable to get home or who
just needed help.
This wasmotivated by #PorteOuverte,

which translates to Open Door, and
Parisians used the hashtag to offer shelter
to those in need. Entire Sikh Gurdwaras,
the houses of worship in the Sikh religion,
opened their doors to anyone who needed
assistance or security.
Another hashtag campaign started

overnight after the Paris attacks as well:
#NousSommesUnis.
Translating toWe Are United, it became

a way of responding to the hatred and
violence in a way to show the terrorists
that while they may have succeeded in the
attacks, they will not have the last word.
People responded to these acts of

extreme violence by saying that they will
not become a divided community like the
perpetrators want. Instead, Paris and the
world at large, will respond with a greater
effort toward coexistence, peace and unity.
While the Islamic State group has

claimed responsibility for the attacks in
Paris and Beirut, let us not fall into the trap
of Islamophobia that only hurts us all and
furthers the rift between our communi-
ties that Islamic State Group is trying to
heighten.
Instead, wemust continue to respond

with open doors and declarations of unity.
If we do so, and build this movement

around unity and understanding through
diversity, we will overpower these forces of
violence and intolerance in our world.
For those of us inWest Michigan, what

can we do locally to help achieve this?
While wemay not experience such

extreme violence, we still
see intolerance andmis-
understanding within our
community.
As our schools, hospi-

tals, neighborhoods and
communities are becom-
ing increasingly diverse,
and our differences
increasingly visible, we

have to revolutionize our approach to dif-
ference.
While we are taught, and often see in the

media, difference as something negative or
scary, wemust overcome these biases and
instead seek to find the similarities and the
enriching lessons from these moments of
diversity.
Dialogue and cooperation are among

the best ways to build united communities
that embrace diversity instead of shy away
from it.
Interfaith involvement, bringing our

whole selves into that dialogue and coop-
eration, is distinctively suited to help us
heal and build from experiences of violence
like the ones from last weekend.
Through interfaith engagement, we are

able to acknowledge the differences that
make us unique while also appreciating the
shared values and similarities that reveal
our common humanity.
If you want to be a part of a movement

that believes our differences enrich our
community rather than challenge or dimin-
ish it, we invite you to attend the annual
Interfaith Thanksgiving Celebration.
Under the theme of Unity through

Diversity, this year’s service is 7 p.m.
Monday at Trinity UnitedMethodist
Church. More information is available at
interfaithunderstanding.org.
In responding to the violence around the

world, wemust be global citizens as well as
local leaders, proving that we can achieve
unity through diversity.

‘NousSommesUnis’
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RALEIGH, NORTH CAROLINA

Historymuseum
opens exhibit
on Billy Graham

A new exhibit at the North
CarolinaMuseum of History
chronicles the life of the Rev.
Billy Graham, who turned 97
last week.
The exhibit, “North

Carolina’s Favorite Son: Billy
Graham and His Remarkable
Journey of Faith,” opened
last week in Raleigh and
will continue until July 10.
The 5,000-square-foot

exhibit explores his life, as well
as a ministry that has spanned
seven decades. It includes per-
sonal memorabilia, interactive
displays, andmultimedia that
help bring Graham’s story to
life.
The exhibit also provides

glimpses into Graham’s family
life, his leadership and influ-
ence in the ColdWar and in
the battle against segregation.
Included in the exhibit is a

look at each of Graham’s
12 crusades in North Carolina
and other appearances in the
U.S. and overseas.

HYATTSVILLE, MARYLAND

Multiple fatalities
in church van crash
The pastor of 16 people in a

church van involved in a fiery
crash said they were headed
to a Sunday evening service in
suburbanWashington.
Jose Santos Jimenez, the

pastor of Iglesia Ministerio
de Dios Unido, says an elderly
couple and a 6-year-old girl
who were riding in the van
were killed and another pas-
senger, who was in the late
stages of pregnancy, lost her
baby. Police said the driver of a
pickup that veered across the
center line into the path of the
van was also killed.
Santos was leading a service

at his church in theMaryland
suburbs when he got a phone
call about the crash, and he
rushed to the hospital. He
spent most of Sunday night
and all of Monday visiting
and praying with the injured
members of his small congre-
gation, which has members
from El Salvador, Honduras,
Guatemala and Panama.
Santos identified the couple

who died as SantiagoMerche
and his wife, ElbaMerche,
both in their 70s. He said they
were natives of El Salvador.

MILWAUKEE

Judge approves
bankruptcy plan
A federal bankruptcy judge

inMilwaukee has approved
a reorganization plan for the
city’s Roman Catholic archdio-
cese that calls for $21 million to
be paid to clergy abuse victims.
The plan approved by U.S.

Bankruptcy Judge Susan
Kelley splits most of that
money among 355 people.
Another class of 104 victims
will get about $2,000 each.
Shortly before the deal was

approved, Archbishop Jerome
Listecki addressed the court
and repeated his apology to
victims as well as his hope that
“we have turned the corner in
the history of the archdiocese.”
The archdiocese filed for

Chapter 11 bankruptcy protec-
tion in 2011 to address its sex
abuse lawsuit liabilities.
—The Associated Press
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WEST MICHIGAN

LOCALMUSLIMORGANIZATIONS
CONDEMNTERRORISTATTACKS

Leaders from four of the mosques and
Islamic centers in Grand Rapids joined
groups worldwide condemning the violence
of the Paris attacks and misuse of their
religion. Here is the statement:

Grand Rapids local Muslim organizations
mourn the tragic and senseless loss of inno-
cent lives in the recent terrorist attacks in
Paris, France. We categorically and vehemently
condemn these attacks and express and share
our deepest sympathies with those all over the
world and especially those in France in this
very difficult time. Not only did these horrific
crimes affect the people of France, but they
were also inflicted upon every single human
being throughout the world. Any act of violence
against innocent people is an act of violence
against all people.
We reaffirm our belief, as emphasized in the
Qur’an that whoever kills one life, it is as if they
killed all of humanity, and whoever saves one
life, it is as if they have saved all of humanity
(Chapter 5: Verse 32).
We have a profound sense of revulsion and
stand strongly opposed to learn that these
politically motivated extremists claiming
responsibility for these heinous crimes are
using the name of our faith to justify their
evil deeds. This reprehensible act is also
similar to other acts by ISIS against an even
larger number of Muslims including most
recently those in Beirut, Lebanon the day
before the Paris massacre. There is absolutely
no justification whatsoever in any divine or
human value system to justify an act of
violence against any innocent life.
We call for a stand by all humanity to show our
collective resolve against any act of violence
inflicted upon any innocent life by any perverted
perpetrator using any justification. We pray for
light, guidance, wisdom and hope that God
leads us all through this very dark time in our
collective history.
•AT-Tawheed Islamic Center
• Islamic Center of West Michigan
•Bosnian Cultural Center
• ICC ”Behar”

Interfaith insight: Creating unity through diversity

Two women stand outside the Petit Cambodge restaurant, a site of Friday’s attacks, in Paris. As France was under attack, social media
movements were taken place around the world to open doors to those in need and to stand united in adversity. (AP)


