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By DeNeen L. Brown
The Washington Post

A
white man sat near a black man
in the shade outside the Emanuel
AfricanMethodist Episcopal
Church.
The white man offered con-

dolences and insisted that some
white people had been transformed by the
tragedy of the racially-motivatedmassacre
of nine people in the church basement.
“I know people who would before never

refer to you as a blackman. They would just
use the ‘N’ word,” said JosephMcCain, 55,
a white man who lives in Charleston. “Now,
they are saying what a terrible thing this
boy did because it happened in a church,
and churches are sacred to everybody.”
Had it not been a church, McCain

explained, “They would have said, ‘Oh well,
stuff happens.’ But this shooting, this shoot-
ing in a church basement is making people
change a little bit. They admit this is a trav-
esty. They say don’t give that boy any sup-
port. You see there is no back up.”
In the days after Dylann Storm Roof, 21,

an avowed white supremacist, killed
Emanuel’s pastor, Rev. Clementa Pinckney,
and eight churchmembers who had wel-
comed him to a Bible study, many people in
Charleston say they are seeingmore overt
acts of kindness fromwhite people showing
sympathy in the wake of the tragedy and
in the face of a long history of deep racial
hostility.
“This tragic event has begun a process

of transformation,” said the Rev. Keith
Hunter, 55, senior pastor ofWesley United

Methodist Church in Hollywood, South
Carolina. Hunter, the oneMcCain was talk-
ing to in the shade, added: “It has caused
those in our community who have been
silent and enjoying white privilege to change
their conscience. This tragedy served as a
wake-up call they can no longer ignore. This
horrific act transformed them.”
“I think they are appalled. It has shocked

their conscience and they knowwhat has
happened is a result of their silence.”
Hunter drew a comparison between the

response to the South Carolina massacre
and the outpouring that followed the bomb-
ing of the 16th Street Baptist Church in
Birmingham, in 1963: “It shocked the con-
science of white people that someone would
be so evil as to kill a child.”
The evidence of the transformation,

Hunter said, can be seen in the swelling
numbers of marchers demanding that the
Confederate flag at the state Capitol be
taken down.
“When I pick up the newspaper and see

hundreds of white brothers and sisters and
national white leaders calling for the remov-
al of the flag, it says something,” Hunter
said. “White people are starting to acknowl-
edge the evil and pain we see when we see
that flying at our state capitol.”
In the wake of the shooting, white crowds

have swelled outside the steps of Emanuel
AME. Many white people stood at the steps
of the church and cried.
On Sunday, dozens of white congregations

marched to Emanuel to express solidar-
ity. Members from St. Michaels Church
of Charleston carried a cross, placed it at

the steps of Emanuel AME. then nailed to
it notes of condolences. At the foot of the
cross, they left nine bouquets of white roses.
OnMonday, Ashley Morris, 25, a white

student fromDurham, pinned her own note
to the cross. She said she too had seenmore
white people showing displays of kindness.
“To be candid, I hope it’s sincere,” said

Morris, a student at North Carolina Central
University School of Law. “I hope this is a
turning point. We should not give the killer
what he wants.”
Morris said she noticed changes among

somewhite friends on Facebook and
Twitter: “Some people who never had a
black friend or a black acquaintance, now
they are speaking on the issue of nine won-
derful black people’s lives taken.”
Morris drove with another white friend

from North Carolina. They carried with
them posters saying, “Injustice anywhere is
a threat to justice everywhere.”
Her friend Kayla Britt, 23, a white student

at North Carolina Central, explained what
she sees as a change. “I come from a very
conservative hometown,” Britt said. “They
ignore racial issues altogether. And now
they are stepping up about the flag issue on
the news feed. You have to understand these
are very conservative people, you don’t see
them doing that. The fact they are memori-
alizing the Emanuel Nine is a big deal.”
Many, she said, were part of the “white

silence. Tome the white silence is as bad as
doing bad acts because it allows something
to happen.”
“Racism,” she said, “It’s definitely real. But

we have to stand up.”

South Carolina community members rally on the Arthur Ravenel Jr. Bridge in Charleston. Over 3,000 people showed up in support of the nine
lives lost in the shooting at Emanuel AME Church last week. (Andrew Renneisen/The Washington Post)

Findinghope in theoutrage

By Douglas Kindschi
Director of the Kaufman Interfaith
Institute, GVSU

Why would someone sit in a
prayer service for an hour
and then shoot those in

attendance?
Why are churches often select-

ed as the places to perpetrate
such violent acts?
Why would anyone think that

such a violent, meaningless act
would spark a race war, as was
reported by someone who had
talked with the shooter?
The country, once again, has

been shocked by the act of hate
from a single person, in this
case, the gunning down of nine
people at a Bible study at the his-
toric Emanuel AfricanMethodist
Episcopal Church in Charleston,
South Carolina.
While the act was intended to

spark a race war, it has done the

opposite as the city and commu-
nities throughout the nation have
come together to denounce such

hatred and call
for solidarity,
acceptance and
love.
How does our

faith respond to
such a terrible
deed? How did
the faith of this
Bible study com-

munity respond?
In the Sermon on theMount

Jesus said, “You have heard
that it was said, ‘You shall love
your neighbor and hate your
enemy.’ But I say to you, love
your enemies, and pray for those
who persecute you, that youmay
be children of your heavenly
Father.” (Matthew 5:43-45)
The shooter saw black people

as enemy, and hated to the point

of killing. The people in the midst
of Bible study and prayer could
have seen him as an enemy, but
instead invited him in, welcomed
him and in so doing loved him.
At the bond hearing, family

members of the victims also
took the words of Jesus to heart
as they pledged to pray for the
soul of the perpetrator and even
expressed forgiveness.
They affirmed that they were

a part of a community of love,
not hate, and that even this hor-
rendous act would not dissuade
them from pursuing love and
forgiveness.
The daughter of one of the

victims said of her mother: “You
took something very precious
fromme. I will never talk to her
again. I will never, ever hold her
again. But I forgive you.”
One of the survivors of the

shooting said, “Wewelcomed you

Wednesday night in our Bible
study with welcome arms. …May
God havemercy on you.”
In our world, it is particularly

tragic that often, places of wor-
ship are the targets of violence.
Last week also saw the

destruction by extremists of one
of the famous Catholic churches
in northern Israel, the Church of
the Loaves and Fish. Mosques
have been destroyed by ISIS
because they were Shi’a and not
Sunni. Synagogues and churches
are frequent targets.
The president of the organiza-

tion Religions for Peace said:
“Our country is plagued by a

mindset that dehumanizes oth-
ers who fall outside of the norm.
For those of us at the margins
of society, we see this often.
Tragedies like Charleston serve
as shocking reminders of this
reality to the rest of our country.

We are called then to build bridg-
es of justice and to do the hard
work of peacemaking.”
An important part of peace-

making is not returning evil for
evil. The transforming power of
faith has been demonstrated in
Charleston by the members of
the church and the families of
those killed.
At that bond hearing last week,

the granddaughter of one of
the victims said: “Althoughmy
grandfather and the other vic-
tims died at the hands of hate—
everyone’s plea for your soul is
proof they lived in love and their
legacies will live in love, so hate
won’t win.”
In a world so filled with fear

and hate, often expressed by
violent acts in houses of worship,
let this be our rallying cry: “Hate
Won’t Win.”
Email: interfaith@gvsu.edu
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St. Kenneth pastor
cleared to return
to church pulpit

The pastor of a Detroit-area
Catholic church is resuming
his duties after being ordered
in October to step aside amid
an FBI investigation of church
finances.
The Archdiocese of Detroit

said the FBI has indicated
the investigation into funds
at St. Kenneth Church has
been closed. The resumption
of duties for Rev. Thomas
Belczak is effective Saturday.
The archdiocese said it has

appointed a delegate to the
parish inWayne County’s
Plymouth Township to provide
more financial oversight.
Belczak’s lawyer Karen

Woodside told the Detroit
Free Press he cooperated with
investigators while maintain-
ing his innocence.
His brother, the Rev. Ed

Belczak, was indicted in April
2014 in an alleged scheme to
steal nearly $700,000 from a
different church in suburban
Detroit.

NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE

Southern Baptist head
vows never to perform
same-sex unions
The president of the nation’s

largest Protestant denomina-
tion is exhorting members to
stand united against same-sex
marriage and vows that he will
never officiate at a same-sex
union.
Pastor Ronnie Floyd was

speaking to delegates at the
Southern Baptist Convention’s
annual meeting last week in
Columbus, Ohio. But he said
his message is also for the
U.S. Supreme Court —which
is expected to rule soon on
whether same-sex couples
have a constitutional right
to marry— and for all of
America.
Floyd says God definedmar-

riage in the Bible as a lifetime
commitment between one
man and one woman. Floyd
said some churches “may be
bowing down to the deception
of the inclusiveness of same-
sex marriage,” but he vowed
that Southern Baptists “will
not bow down.”

GLOUCESTER, MASSACHUSETTS

Christian author dies

Christian author andmis-
sionary Elisabeth Elliott has
died at the age of 88, according
to a statement on her website
last week read.
WORLDmagazine reports

that Elliot had suffered from
dementia for about a decade,
and died at the couple’s home
in Gloucester, Massachusetts.
Elliot authoredmore than 20

Christian books and became a
popular speaker.
—The Associated Press
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Church tragedy a wake-up call, helping begin process of transformation


