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K
evin Kent first started coming to
NASCAR races in the 1960s to drink,
do drugs and party. But after meet-
ing people—who are now close
friends at a racetrack— his entire
perspective on life, and partying,

has changed.
Kent has transformed what once was a

neon-decorated party bus into one adorned
with scripture and topped with a red light-
up cross.
While still psychedelically outfitted, the

vehicle is marked with “Jesus Loves You”
and other religious and inspirational say-
ings plastered between neon paint spatter.
Kent uses the bus to spread love and

prayer to other NASCAR fans camping in
the infield.
Originally from Napoleon, Ohio, Kent has

made the trip to racetracks in his 9-miles-
to-the-gallon busmany times, but it wasn’t
until 2007 that he spent his first full day
sober.
On one of his trips, a friend urged him to

abstain from alcohol or drugs for race week-
end. It would be fun, the friend said.
“But my wife was like, ‘it doesn’t happen

like that,’” Kent said.
The next day, Kent stayed sober. He said it

was one of the most fun days of his life.
A friend gave him a bible and Kent said

he’s given his life to God since.
Now, he simply comes to the campground

to pass out bracelets and offer sanctuary for
partiers looking for deeper conversation,
understanding and love.
He doesn’t judge anyone who comes

to him, he said. Drunk, sober, atheist or
Christian, he tries his best to make everyone
feel comfortable.

“When I had people try to talk to me about
Christianity,” he said. “I was always leery of
what they had to say.”
But now, God and NASCAR are two things

that define Kent and his mission to keep
people safe and spiritually well at race
events. Most NASCAR fans respect his sobri-
ety and purpose.
“It’s all good here,” Kent said. “Everyone

knows of the party bus andmy changes.
We just have people come over and say,
‘Kevin, I need prayer,’ and I say, ‘Okay, let’s
go in the bus right now.’ ”
The illuminated cross mounted on his bus

helps bring like-minded people to him.
“You wouldn’t believe howmany people

say ‘I saw the cross and I just had to come to
it,’” Kent said.
“It’s a great way to start a conversation.

And it’s all because of the love of Jesus
Christ.”

Kevin Kent stands in his 1991 International bus in the infield during race weekend Saturday at Michigan International Speedway in Brooklyn.
Kent uses the bus to provide ministry and prayer to fellow campers. Kent said he used to come to NASCAR races to party, but in 2007, he
stopped drinking and doing drugs and has since rediscovered Jesus’ love. (Nick Gonzales/Mlive.com)

Fan leaves life of drinking,
spreadsmessageat track

“It’s a greatway to start a conversation.
And it’s all becauseof the love of JesusChrist.”
KEVIN KENT, REFERRING TO HIS BUS AND A LIGHT-UP CROSS HE PROUDLY DISPLAYS AT MICHIGAN INTERNATIONAL SPEEDWAY

By Douglas Kindschi
Director of the Kaufman Interfaith
Institute, GVSU

Interfaith efforts begin with
understanding.
Learning about another

religion or faith tradition is a first
step. It helps change attitudes
and provides the opportunity to
get to know someone on a per-
sonal level who has a different
culture or faith commitment.
Interfaith understanding

was the theme of our first big
community-wide project in
2012. The Year of Interfaith
Understanding worked through
congregations to sponsor events
which brought persons of differ-
ent faiths to share in educational
sessions or sometimes in the
worship setting. College and
seminary campuses had events
for students and faculty which
focused on interfaith issues.
Various community groups, from
museums and theater groups to

the Economic Club and Grand
Rapids Symphony, included pro-
grams that supported this effort.
The year also had financial sup-

port from the
Grand Rapids
Community
Foundation,
which enabled
us to award
mini-grants to
congregations
who sponsored
events promot-

ing understanding.
Understanding was a very

important first step, and we were
gratified to see over 300 events
take place that year. It even
attracted national media atten-
tion by the PBS programReligion
and Ethics NewsWeekly.
While understanding is still an

important goal, this year’s proj-
ect is going beyond talk to action.
The Year of Interfaith Service

recognizes that nearly all reli-

gious groups— as well as
secular communities— share
the value of providing service
to others in need. By coming
together to build houses for
Habitat for Humanity or provide
help to those who are hungry or
homeless, we reinforce our com-
mitment to service while at the
same time learnmore about our
different faith perspectives.
We also discover a common

value with respect to howwe
treat the environment, and some
of the interfaith projects have
this focus as well.
We have again been blessed

with a grant from the Grand
Rapids Community Foundation
to support the Year of Interfaith
Service project.
This grant not only assists

in bringing together different
groups to do service, but also
enables us to involve the student
generation.
We are looking forward to

engaging our future leaders on
local college campuses through
this unique inter-institutional
approach.
This grant will also help us

fund special upcoming events.
These include Eboo Patel,

founder of the Interfaith Youth
Core, speaking on Oct. 8, as
well as our Triennial Jewish-
Christian-Muslim Dialogue
Conference on Oct. 29.
Additionally, we will be able to

fund student interns fromGVSU
and other local colleges.
Through their internship

experiences, they will have
opportunities for personal and
professional growth by expand-
ing their interfaith leadership
skills and applying it to their own
campuses as well as the broader
community. Aquinas College and
Calvin College will have student
interns, and the associated fac-
ulty and staff will be a part of our
inter-institutional committee.

Since these campuses haven’t
had student-driven interfaith
efforts before, we are excited
to see what plans these student
leaders will come up with to
promote interfaith education and
service on their campuses.
One of the core ideas of inter-

faith dialogue is that we do this
because of our respective tradi-
tions, not in spite of them.
Among our colleges and uni-

versities, we will have meaning-
ful projects that call us all to
think about and act upon how
our faith commitments lead us
to more interfaith understanding
and service.
As the year progresses and

with the additional support from
our partner, the Grand Rapids
Community Foundation, we see
many opportunities to serve
the community and promote
understanding in our diverse
community.
Email: interfaith@gvsu.edu

Partnering with the Grand Rapids Community Foundation
INTERFAITH INSIGHT
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Obama thanks
Catholics for
health care support

President Barack Obama
has thanked Catholics who
helped convince Congress to
pass his health care law.
In a speech to the Catholic

Health Association on
Tuesday, Obama said “without
your moral force, we would not
have succeeded.”
The president was speaking

to a friendly audience.
The Catholic Health

Association split with the U.S.
Roman Catholic bishops to
support the Obama adminis-
tration in shaping a disputed
compromise over the law’s
birth control coverage.
Many Catholic institutions

are fighting the contracep-
tive coveragemandate, but
Obamamaintained that even
those who already had health
insurance “may not know that
they’ve got a better deal now
than they did, but they do.”

DETROIT

Aretha Franklin sings at
service for dad, brother
Amemorial service planned

by Aretha Franklin for her
late father and brother drew
hundreds of people to a Detroit
church where they were min-
isters.
The Detroit News reported

the Sunday service featuring
gospel music and a free soul
food buffet packed New Bethel
Baptist Church.
Several people shared their

memories of Franklin’s father,
the Rev. C.L. Franklin, and
her brother, the Rev. Cecil
Franklin.
Her father, who died in 1984,

was also a civil rights activist,
and her brother, who died in
1989, managed her career.
Nearly two hours into the

service in her hometown, the
soul singer appeared on stage
to perform the gospel tune
“The Old Ship of Zion.”

MONTGOMERY, ALABAMA

King’s first church
planning statue
In the basement of Dexter

Avenue KingMemorial Baptist
Church inMontgomery,
Alabama, a photo of the Rev.
Martin Luther King Jr. hangs
in the office where he worked
from 1954 to 1960.
That image is the blueprint

for a statue of King the church
is raising money for to put
in front of the Dexter King
Memorial Legacy Center.
The church was King’s

first full-time pastorate, and
it propelled him to national
prominence as a leader of
theMontgomery bus boycott
against racial segregation.
—The Associated Press

Kindschi

Former party bus transforms into makeshift sanctuary on race weekend


