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B
SECTION

By Karla Adam
The Washington Post

For decades, an ancient relic from theMiddle
East was unknowingly tucked away in an
unlikely place: A library in the BritishMidlands,
thousands of miles from its origins.
But when a PhD researcher at the University

of Birmingham decided to take a closer look at
the pages of parchment, written on sheep or
goat skin, it was discovered that they were part
of a manuscript of global significance.
The University of Birmingham announced

this week that it found one of the world’s oldest
fragments of the Quran, said to date from the
time of the prophet Muhammad.
Birmingham, which is Britain’s second-

largest city and has a largeMuslim population,
has been singled out in the past for the wrong
reasons, but July 22 it was celebrating the fact
that it was home to an important piece of world
heritage.
Muhammad Afzal, chairman of Birmingham

Central Mosque, said he expected people to
travel from across Britain to see the holy text.
“When I saw these pages I was very moved.

There were tears of joy and emotion in my eyes.
And I’m sure people from all over the U.K. will
come to Birmingham to have a glimpse of these
pages,” he told the BBC.
Themanuscript, which had been kept with

a collection of other Middle Eastern books
and documents, was tested using radiocarbon
dating at a lab at the University of Oxford. The
researchers found that, with a probability of
more than 95 percent, it was from between 568
and 645, making it one of the oldest surviving
texts of the Quran.
David Thomas, professor of Christianity and

Islam at the University of Birmingham, told the
BBC the author might have known the prophet:
“The person who actually wrote it could well

have known the prophet Muhammad. He would
have seen him probably, he would maybe have
heard him preach. Hemay have known him
personally — and that really is quite a thought
to conjure with,” he said.
SusanWorrall, the University of

Birmingham’s director of special collections,
said researchers were stunned the pages turned
out to be as old as they were.
“We were expecting it to be early, but we

did not in our wildest dreams expect that it
would correlate to the lifespan of the prophet
Muhammad,” she told the BBC.
The Quranmanuscript in this story will be on

display at the Barber Institute.
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‘Oldest’ Quran
stirs new passions

By Douglas Kindschi
Director of the Kaufman Interfaith
Institute, GVSU

We continue our explora-
tions in the writings
of Eboo Patel, founder

and president of the Interfaith
Youth Core, who will be inWest
Michigan next October. In his
book “Acts of Faith,” he not only
explains how alienation can lead
to violence, but also how violence
can be found in the scriptures of
most major religious traditions.
Some people read scripture

and find reasons to kill; others
read the same scripture and find
reasons to love. To think scrip-
ture in any tradition can be read
apart from context or interpre-
tation is a profoundmisunder-
standing.
As Patel puts it: “There are

several layers of meaning to any
religious text: the explicit, the
contextual, and the symbolic, to
name just a few. A religious text
comes to life through its inter-
preters. Violence committed in
the name of a religion is really
violence emanating from the
heart of a particular interpreter.”
He goes on: “I believe that reli-

gious violence is the product of
careful design, manipulated by
human hands. …When people
respond to oppression by killing
their enemies while whispering
the name of God, it is because
an organization convinced them
doing so is a sacred duty and
then gave them everything they
needed to carry it out.”
Quoting from the book “Terror

in the Name of God” by Jessica
Stern, he continues, “Holy wars

take off only when there is a large
supply of youngmenwho feel
humiliated and deprived; when
leaders emerge who know how
to capitalize on those feelings;
and when a segment of society—
for whatever reason— is willing
to fund them.”
Eboo Patel sees that extremists

prey on the alienation of young
people and on their desire to
have a clear identity andmake
an impact. He has built the
Interfaith Youth Core on a simi-
lar principle but for good, not for
violence. He sees that service is
a commitment that can appeal to
young people, and that by doing
service in an interfaith setting,
one is given the opportunity to
make an impact and be a part of
something bigger than oneself.
In America, themost religious-

ly diverse nation in the world, the
challenge is to affirm our indi-
vidual faith commitments and
traditions while not insisting all
other faiths must be eliminated
from our common life together.
Traditionally, this has been

done by an attitude of mere toler-
ance, “live and let live.” Just as
we separate church and state, we
separate our religious commit-
ments from the rest of our lives
together. Someone has compared
it to riding on an elevator:We
are aware of people around us,
but we do everything possible to
avoid any kind of interaction.
Patel says that engaging with

others about faith permits each
of us to discuss our own faith
understanding and thereby grow
in that faith.
As we learn about the other,

we also learnmore about whowe
are as religious people. That has
certainly beenmy own experi-
ence as I have engaged others in
our own community as well as in
other countries. I have learned
much about them and, at the
same time, been challenged to
learnmore about my own faith
and probe deeper intomy own
understanding.
Eboo Patel has provided us

with new insight on how alien-
ation can be destructive, but also
how being open to interfaith
understanding and service can
build a better community as well
as a deeper self-understanding. It
is a challenge that he has taken to
America’s campuses, but one that
all of us can learn from. Let us all
be open to such new insights.
Email: interfaith@gvsu.edu.

By Claudia Torrens
The Associated Press

Vianel Garcia told family members
they could sleep on the floor of her
East Harlem hair salon when Pope
Francis visits the city in September
so they can try to catch a glimpse of
himwhen hemakes a stop at a school
across from her business.
“My clients also want to come, but

we don’t have enough space,” said the
35-year-old Dominican stylist, who
said she will hang a big sign on the
front door welcoming the pope Sept.
25.
Enthusiasm is growing among

Hispanic Catholics in New York,
Philadelphia andWashington, D.C.
over Argentine-born Pope Francis first
U.S. visit. Many are inquiring about
tickets to see him during his stops in
the three cities, with many planning to
attend theWorldMeeting of Families
in Philadelphia, where the pope with
speak.
Some are organizing workshops

at their churches about the pope’s
teachings and how they apply to immi-
grants.
“There is this simplicity he has

to tell people things like they really
are,” said Alma Reyes, a 53-year-old
Mexican immigrant who cleans homes
and is planning to travel from New
York to Philadelphia to hear the pope
speak. “He speaks from the heart. He
is spontaneous.”

In her Queens church, Saint Leo,
Reyes is helping organize a workshop
to talk about the pope’s teachings. The
talks will be based on Pope Francis’
exhortation: “The Joy of the Gospel.”
“Many here are undocumented,

and this encyclical letter talks about
all that. The racism, the difficulties
... these are issues that affect the
Hispanic community,” Reyes said.
Pope Francis’ charisma andmes-

sages resonate among Latin American
immigrants. The Pope has often con-
demned the indifference over illegal
immigration and has asked govern-
ments to bemore involved in helping
immigrants.
According to census data, 55 mil-

lion Hispanics live in the U.S., mak-
ing it the nation’s largest minority
group. The number of immigrants
living illegally in the country is about
11 million people, about 78 percent of
themHispanic, according to the Pew
Research Institute.
Pope Francis is due to arrive in

Washington on Sept. 22 and then
travel to New York on Sept. 24 and
Philadelphia on Sept. 26. He will visit
children at Our Lady Queen of Angels,
a Catholic school in the Latino neigh-
borhood of East Harlem.
Later, he will meet in the school’s

gymnasiumwith immigrants and
refugees who have been assisted
by Catholics Charities, said the
Archdiocese of New York.

“(The Pope) is the son of an immi-
grant. He understands the problems
of immigrants, and knowing that
they are waiting now for immigra-
tion reform,” said Argentinian priest
Carlos Mullins, who has lived in New
York for about 40 years.
“For sure he will talk about that,”

Mullins said.
Latinos from across the country are

expected to travel to see the pope at
one of his stops.
“Many in the community feel

admiration, not only because he is
from Latin America, but because
of his focus on poverty, on the least
fortunate,” said Abel Nunez, execu-
tive director of the Central American
Resource Center inWashington. “The
community is proud of him.”
In New York, it is up to parishes to

decide how to distribute tickets to see
the Pope.
In Philadelphia andWashington,

ticket distribution to some events is
still being discussed.
In the Latino neighborhood of

Corona in Queens, Father Raymond
Roden, from Our Lady of Sorrows
Church, said the parish will hold
monthly talks about the pope’s teach-
ings.
“I see respectful enthusiasm,”

Roden said of his Hispanic parishio-
ners. “It’s not like a movie star is com-
ing. They feel like a loving grandfather
is coming.”

Hispanics energized by
pope’s first visit to U.S.

NEW YORK

Maria Rodriguez, left, Father Diego Villegas, center, and Alma Reyes pose with a photo of Pope Francis at Queen’s Saint
Leo’s church, in New York. They are part of a team organizing a workshop at the church to talk about the pope’s teachings in
advance of his U.S. trip. (AP)
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A university assistant shows fragments of an old
Quran at the University of Birmingham. The uni-
versity said scientific tests proof the manuscript
in its collection is one of the oldest known. (AP)


