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By Liz Sly
The Washington Post

Militants beheaded, bombed and gunned
down victims on three continents Friday,
killing more than 60 people and raising
fears that a global surge of terror strikes
could be imminent.
There was no immediate reason to

believe the disparate attacks— at a factory
in France, a beach resort in Tunisia and a
mosque in Kuwait —were connected.
But the three incidents followed an

appeal on June 22 from the Islamic State’s
spokesman, AbuMohammed al-Adnani,
for Muslims to mark the holy month of
Ramadan by carrying out acts of “jihad.”
“Make Ramadan amonth of disasters for

the kuffar” or infidels, he said in the audio-
taped address, promising followers “tenfold”
rewards in heaven if they died in such acts
during the holy period, associated bymost
Muslims with fasting, prayer and peaceful
reflection.
The attacks suggested somemight have

heeded his words.
Shortly before 10 a.m. in the foothills of

the Alps in southern France, a man drove
a vehicle packed with gas canisters into a
U.S.-owned factory on the edge of the quaint
town of Saint-Quentin-Fallavier. The car
failed to explode, but after police arrived at
the premises, they found a severed head and
a flag bearing Arabic inscriptions.
The exact circumstances of the gruesome

killing remain unclear.
Aman later arrested in connectionwith

the incident had been on awatch list of poten-
tial Islamist radicals until 2008, according to
Frenchmedia reports, which identified him

as Yassin Sahli.
France TV quoted an unidentified source

connected to the investigation as saying the
decapitated man was the employer of the
suspect at the Air Products factory.
Minutes later and 3,000miles away, a

man wearing a suicide belt walked into a
Shiite mosque in Kuwait City and detonated
himself among worshippers gathered for
Friday prayers, killing 25 and injuring doz-
ens more.
The Islamic State swiftly claimed respon-

sibility for that attack, saying in a statement
circulated by social media accounts that one
of its members, Abu Suleiman al-Mowahid,
had targeted the mosque because it had
been used to try to convert Sunni Muslims
to the Shiite branch of Islam.
Two hours passed before a gunman burst

into aMediterranean beach resort in the
Tunisian town of Sousse, randomly opening
fire on sunbathers lounging under beach
umbrellas, and killing 37.
“A state of panic,” said Tunisian journalist

Moez Ben Gharbiya, describing the scene
from the seaside town, a popular spot for
European tourists 90miles south of Tunis.
Tunisian police killed the assailant.
Themassacre was another blow to the

country’s vital tourism industry, three
months after 22 people were gunned down
at the world-famous Bardomuseum in the
capital, Tunis.
A tourist from Dublin, Elizabeth O’Brien,

told Ireland’s RTE radio that she momen-
tarily mistook the sound of gun shots for
fireworks. Then she raced into the sea to
grab her two sons.
“As I was running towards the hotel, the

waiters and security on the beach started
saying, ‘run, run, run,’” she said.
Though it is too early to say whether

the Islamic State was connected to all the
attacks, their timing and geographical scope
will play into the group’s narrative that it is
posing an ever greater threat to global secu-
rity, analysts said.
“For ISIS, terror is a strategy, a way to

keep conveying a sense of expansion,”
said Emile Hokayem, an analyst with the
London-based International Institute for
Strategic Studies, using an acronym for the
group. “This is not the movement that’s on
its last legs. It’s still there, seeking to impose
and shape the agenda and be at the center of
conversation.”
World leaders drew a link between the

incidents, with governments in Europe hold-
ing emergency meetings to address the risk
of further violence.
“I am sickened by the attacks in Tunisia,

France and Kuwait. Our countries stand
together in combatting the horrors of ter-
rorism,” tweeted Britain’s PrimeMinister
David Cameron.
The U.S. government “condemns in the

strongest terms the terrorist attacks” in the
three countries, aWhite House statement
said.
French President Francois Hollande

placed security agencies on high alert in the
southeastern region of France where the
attack took place.
“It’s a pure terrorist attack, especially

in as much as a corpse has been found,
decapitated with a message,” said Hollande,
who summoned an emergency meeting of
security chiefs.

A memorial is placed at the scene of the shooting in Sousse, Tunisia, last weekend, where a gunman killed 37 people at a beach resort.
The attack was one of three incidents following an appeal by the Islamic State to carry out acts of “jihad” during the month of Ramadan. (AP)

Attacks coincidewith calls
of escalating Islamist violence

By Katie Gordon
Program Manager of the Kaufman
Interfaith Institute

LastWednesday, one week
after the shooting at the
Emanuel AfricanMethodist

Episcopal (A.M.E.) Church in
Charleston, South Carolina, in
which an act of racial hatred
took the lives of nine congrega-
tion members, Grand Rapids
gathered in Rosa Parks Circle to
reflect, heal and call on our com-
munity to promote a future with
less racial violence andmore
justice for all.
Hosted by First Community

A.M.E. Church, St. Luke A.M.E.
Zion Church, the City of Grand
Rapids and Kent County, the eve-
ning drew ecumenical and politi-
cal leaders.
Speakers ranged from

Mayor George Heartwell to an
18-year-old pastor. In the crowd

were Catholic sisters from the
Dominican Center, some people
from the Christian Reformed

Church and
Reformed
Church in
America, and
ministers from
several local
congregations.
The tone of

the service was
one of deep sad-

ness, but also one of joyful hope.
Collectively, wemourned loss,
not just from this shooting but all
racially motivated incidents in
our nation.
However, we also celebrated

what is possible when people
across lines of difference can
come together into community.
To the crowd of a few hundred

people, the Rev. GaylynWilson,
pastor of St. Luke A.M.E. Zion

Church, opened the evening by
proposing, “We are here because
we believe if we dialogue togeth-
er, worship together, sit and have
lunch together, then things will
start to change.”
Just two days later, President

Obama delivered the eulogy of
the Rev. Clementa C. Pinckney,
the pastor of Emanuel A.M.E.
Church and one of the nine
shooting victims.
In the eulogy, Obama spoke

of the legacy of the A.M.E. tradi-
tion, which is known for being
a symbol of the struggle toward
freedom and equality for all; in
his words, the A.M.E. church is
important “not just for blacks,
not just for Christians, but for
every American who cares about
the steady expansion of human
rights and human dignity in this
country.”
This falls in line with Rev.

Clementa’s own philosophy of
a “faith in action,” where the
church’s calling was “not just
within the walls of the congrega-
tion, but … the life and commu-
nity in which our congregation
resides.”
The Rev. Clementa believed

that being a person of faith is
about more than individual sal-
vation; rather, “it’s about our col-
lective salvation; that to feed the
hungry and clothe the naked and
house the homeless is not just a
call for isolated charity but the
imperative of a just society.”
The shooting in Charleston

and the dialogues that have
transpired since call us to heed
lessons from Rev. Clementa, as
well as our local community’s
belief that wemust live out our
values in a way that promotes
the common good for all.
Beyond that, these tragic

events also have called us into
community and belonging, not
just with thosewe consider to
be similar to ourselves, butwith
everyone, even and especially
thosewhomight appear different.
john a. powell, director of the

Haas Institute for a Fair and
Inclusive Society, says: “(A)s we
deny the other, we deny our-
selves. There is no ‘other.’ We are
connected.”
Although the labels we use—

self and other, black and white,
religious and secular, Republican
and Democrat, gay and straight
— create a veil of irreconcilable
difference, through dialogue
we see commonality. The chal-
lenge becomes recognizing and
celebrating our unique identities
and shared humanity in a way
that leads to real, positive change
for all.
Email: interfaith@gvsu.edu

What Charleston teaches us about community and belonging
INTERFAITH INSIGHT
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Homeless Jesus
statue unveiled in
downtownDetroit

A statue of a homeless Jesus
sleeping on a park bench has
been unveiled in front of a
downtown Detroit church that
serves as a warming center for
the homeless.
The bronze sculpture was

unveiled after SundayMass at
Saints Peter and Paul Jesuit
Catholic Church, across from
the Renaissance Center.
The sculpture shows a

life-size man lying on a park
bench. Feet protruding from
a blanket bear the marks of
crucifixion.
The Detroit Free Press

reported Ontario-born art-
ist Timothy Schmalz created
the sculpture. Copies also
are in place in Grand Haven;
Phoenix; Washington; Chicago;
and Charleston, West Virginia.
The Rev. GaryWright is the

parish’s pastoral administra-
tor and said the congregation
hopes the installation will be
“a great event for the city.”

VATICAN CITY

Plans being finalized
for pope’s U.S. visit

Pope Francis will meet with
homeless people, immigrants
and prisoners during his
upcoming trip to Cuba and the
United States.
He also will preside over a

meeting about religious liberty
— amajor topic for the U.S.
Catholic Church in the wake of
the Supreme Court’s gay mar-
riage decision. The itinerary
is for the eagerly awaited
Sept. 19-28 visit.
Francis added the Cuba leg

onto the U.S. trip at the last
minute after helping contrib-
ute to the historic thaw in
U.S.-Cuba relations.
In the U.S., he will meet with

President Barack Obama at the
White House and become the
first pope to address Congress.
He will host an interfaith gath-
ering at Ground Zero in New
York and deliver a speech on
sustainable development at
the United Nations.
—The Associated Press

Gordon

Timothy Schmalz, right, of
Canada, touches his sculpture
of a homeless Jesus on a park
bench, in front of Ss. Peter and
Paul Jesuit Catholic Church in
downtown Detroit on Sunday.
Next to Schmalz is Detroit
Deputy Mayor Ike McKinnon. (AP)


