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By Nicole Winfield
The Associated Press

Dozens of mayors from around the world
demanded Tuesday their national leaders
take bold steps at the Paris climate talks
later this year, saying that may be the last
chance to keep the warming of the Earth at
levels safe for humanity.
Some 60mayors— invited because they

back Pope Francis’ environmental mes-
sage— gathered Tuesday at the Vatican for
a two-day conference to keep the pressure
on world leaders ahead of the Paris negotia-
tions in December.
Francis, last month, released an environ-

mental encyclical that denounced what he
calls a fossil fuel-based world economy that
exploits the poor and destroys the Earth.
Themayors signed a declaration later

Tuesday that stated “human-induced cli-
mate change is a scientific reality and its
effective control is a moral imperative for
humanity.”
New York City Mayor Bill de Blasio

announced new greenhouse gas emissions
targets for the Big Apple and urged other
cities to follow suit.
“The Paris summit is just months away,”

De Blasio said. “We need to see it as the
finish line of a sprint, and take every local
action we can in the comingmonths to
maximize the chance that our national gov-
ernments will act boldly.”
De Blasio is a foundingmember of an alli-

ance of cities around the world that have
committed to reducing their emissions by

80 percent by 2050 or sooner.
He said New York was taking an interim

step, committing to reducing its emissions
by 40 percent by 2030.
San FranciscoMayor Edwin Lee

announced newmeasures as well, saying
the city that takes its name from the pope’s
nature-loving namesake, St. Francis of
Assisi, would transition its municipal fleet
of fire trucks, buses and trucks from petro-
leum diesel to renewable energy sources by
the end of the year.
The climax of Tuesday’s inaugural ses-

sion was an afternoon audience with Pope
Francis, who has become a hero to the
environmental movement and has used his
moral authority and enormous popularity to
focus world attention on climate change and
its effects on the poor.
Francis’ other main priority has been to

raise awareness about human trafficking.
The Vatican conference is aimed at showing
how both are related: The exploitation of the
Earth and its most vulnerable people, with
global warming often responsible for creat-
ing “environmental refugees” forced to flee
homes because of drought or other climate-
induced natural disasters.
“Addressing both these phenomenon,

climate change andmodern slavery, is a
herculean task for us as city administra-
tors,” said Tony Chammany, the mayor of
Kochi, India.
Chammany detailed how repeated years

of global warming-induced drought in India
was pushing impoverished farmers into cit-

ies, making them ripe for the “dark
dungeons of slavery” and exploitation.
The final declaration expected to be

signed calls for financial incentives to tran-
sition economies from using fossil fuels to
low-carbon and renewable energies and to
shift public financing away from themili-
tary to “urgent investments” in sustainable
development, with wealthy countries help-
ing poorer ones.
And it says political leaders have a “spe-

cial responsibility” at the Paris talks to
approve a “bold climate agreement that
confines global warming to a limit safe for
humanity, while protecting the poor and the
vulnerable from ongoing climate change
that gravely endangers their lives.”
Drawing applause in one of the open-

ing speeches, California Gov. Jerry Brown
denounced global warming deniers who he
said are “bamboozling” the public and poli-
ticians with false information to persuade
them the world isn’t getting warmer.
Brown, a former Jesuit seminarian, urged

the mayors to not be complacent in oppos-
ing climate deniers. California has enacted
the toughest greenhouse gas emissions
standards in North America.
“We have a very powerful opposition that,

at least in my country, spends billions on
trying to keep from office people such as
yourselves and elect troglodytes and other
deniers of the obvious science,” he said.
Other mayors attending hailed from

Boston; Boulder, Colorado; Oslo, Norway;
San Francisco and Vancouver.

Pope Francis signs a declaration in the Synod Hall during a conference on Modern Slavery and Climate Change at the Vatican this week.
Dozens of environmentally friendly mayors from around the world met at the Vatican to bask in the star power of eco-Pope Francis and
commit to reducing global warming and helping the urban poor deal with its effects. (AP Photo/Gregorio Borgia)

Mayors seekclimate agreement

By Douglas Kindschi
Director of the Kaufman Interfaith
Institute, GVSU

Last week, we looked at the
interfaith understanding and
acceptance demonstrated

by our first president, George
Washington.
Along with Jefferson and the

other founders, Washington
ensured our country was found-
ed on religious freedom and
religious acceptance of multiple
faith commitments.
It was the beginning of what

America is now, the most reli-
giously diverse nation in the
world. But in today’s world, we
also see frequent examples of
religion-inspired violence.
How are we to understand

this violence, and how can our
country respond in ways that
build understanding, rather than
alienation?

Amodern American leader in
this effort is the founder of the

Interfaith Youth
Core, Eboo Patel.
As aMuslim

who grew up
in an affluent
Chicago suburb,
his story helps
us understand
how alienation
can occur, as

well as howwe can find ways to
build bridges of understanding.
In his autobiographical book,

“Acts of Faith,” he begins with
these words: “I am an American
Muslim from India. My adoles-
cence was a series of rejections,
one after another, of the various
dimensions of my heritage, in the
belief that America, India, and
Islam could not coexist within
the same being. If I wanted to be
one, I could not be the other.”

While his life story could have
moved from alienation to radi-
calization, he instead realized
that his heroes, Martin Luther
King Jr., Dorothy Day, Mahatma
Gandhi and the Dalai Lama,
were people of deep religious
faith and that they were from dif-
ferent religious traditions.
He also noted they all began

their life’s work while still very
young, in their 20s.
Following his completion of

a Ph.D. at Oxford University as
a Rhodes Scholar, Patel focused
his life’s work not as a profes-
sor, but as the founder of the
Interfaith Youth Core, which now
has programs in hundreds of col-
leges and universities around the
country.
In a short video— youtube.

com/watch?v=D32bXAevWQs
—Patel discusses the challenge
of combining democracy with

diversity and the character of
religious violence in our day.
He points out that the 1990s,

even before 9/11, was a decade of
religious violence.
Unfortunately, it is this violent

narrative that is featured in the
media. Wemust do all we can to
promote an alternate narrative
of faith-based understanding and
acceptance found in all of our
religious traditions.
Patel points to what he calls

the “faith line.”
It is not a line dividing

Christians andMuslims or
Jews and Hindus, or even a line
between those with religious
faith and those who affirm their
values in secular terms.
It is the line between religious

extremists and those commit-
ted to building a society where
all can flourish. It is the line
between the attitude that only

my people should dominate and
the attitude of loving your neigh-
bor. The interfaith movement,
indeed the world, can be thank-
ful that Eboo Patel moved beyond
a potential alienation and found
his mission in seeking pluralism,
and in developing a vibrant pro-
gram that focuses on youth and
commitment to service.
We are pleased that Eboo Patel

will be coming toWest Michigan
on Oct. 8 and speaking in both
Grand Rapids and Allendale.
The challenge is before us:

Will diversity lead to conflict,
alienation, and violence, or can
we build on our religious com-
mitment and our values to create
a diverse society where all can
flourish?
Let us take up this alternate

narrative and seek understand-
ing, acceptance and peace.
Email: interfaith@gvsu.edu

Moving from potential alienation to building an interfaithmovement
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CHARLESTON, S.C.

Faith groups unite
against racism,
community ills

Faith-based organizations
and scores of churches are
uniting in a campaign aimed
at pushing back against racial
animosity in the wake of the
Charleston, South Carolina
churchmassacre.
The coordinated effort is

being calledWORR—Week of
Righteous Resistance.
Participating groups

include the Samuel DeWitt
Proctor Conference, Hands Up
United, One Church Liturgy,
Transform Network, and the
LIVE FREE Campaign— a
faith-based effort to reduce
gun violence and endmass
incarceration in the nation’s
urban communities. Director
Rev. Michael McBride, of
Oakland, California, said more
than 100 groups and churches
made a stand against hate
groups and forces he says are
out to attack churches and
their leaders.

PHILADELPHIA

Ex-church official
moved from jail
A former church official

jailed for his handling of
priest sexual abuse com-
plaints is no longer housed at
a Philadelphia jail that Pope
Francis plans to visit.
MonsignorWilliam Lynn is

serving aminimum three-year
sentence for endangering chil-
dren in the Roman Catholic
Archdiocese of Philadelphia.
He’s the first U.S. church
official prosecuted over the
alleged church cover-up.
Lynn has been held at the

Curran-Fromhold Correctional
Center while appealing his
2012 conviction.
But defense lawyer Thomas

Bergstrom says his client
is back at a state prison.
Appeals courts have been
split on whether Lynn should
have been convicted under
the child-endangerment law,
and he has been in and out of
prison.
Pope Francis is scheduled

to visit inmates at the city
prison during his U.S. trip in
September.

MELBOURNE, FLORIDA

Church vandalism
considered a hate crime
Authorities said the van-

dalism of a black church on
Florida’s Space Coast was a
hate crime.
Melbourne Police Depart-

ment officials said vandals
wrote “SS Charleston 2” on the
side of a pickup truck parked
at New Shiloh Christian
Church and ransacked a sec-
tion of the church. It’s the third
time in six months New Shiloh
has been vandalized.
—The Associated Press
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