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By Nicole Winfield
The Associated Press

ABOARD THE PAPAL PLANE—Pope
Francis is acknowledging criticism in the
United States of his anti-capitalist stance
and is calling for dialogue before his high-
profile trip in September.
He also is downplaying his role in the

U.S.-Cuba rapprochement.
Francis spent much of the past week in

South America— and before that many
speeches and two key teaching documents
— railing against the injustices of today’s
“structurally perverse” global economic sys-
tem that puts profit ahead of people.
U.S. conservatives— among themmany

high-profile Catholics— have called his
attacks on fossil fuels and the free-market
economy flawed and irresponsible, given
that manymillions of people have been
lifted out of poverty thanks to capitalism.
Francis told reporters en route home

to Rome on Sunday he had heard about
the criticisms in the U.S., but hadn’t had a
chance to read up on it given he was prepar-
ing for his visit to three of South America’s

poorest countries: Ecuador, Bolivia and
Paraguay— “three beautiful countries, such
richness, such beauty,” he said.
“You askmewhat I think. If I have not had

a dialogue with those who criticize, I don’t
have the right to state an opinion, isolated
from dialogue?” he said.
“I must begin studying these criticisms,

no? And then dialogue a bit with this.”
Francis is due to visit Washington, New

York and Philadelphia from Sept. 22-27.
One of the most-watched events will be his
Sept. 24 speech to a joint session of the U.S.
Congress, where U.S. Republicans have
largely ignored his new encyclical on the
environment.
Francis added a Cuba leg onto the begin-

ning of the trip— from Sept. 19-22— after
helping bring about the historic thaw in
U.S.-Cuba relations that is resulting in the
reopening of the U.S. Embassy in Havana on
July 20.
Francis insisted he had played only a

small role in the rapprochement, even
though both U.S. President Barack Obama
and Cuban President Raul Castro singled

him out for praise when they announced the
breakthrough in December.
“We did hardly anything, only small

things,” Francis said. “Therewas a desire that
had arrived—on the other side also a desire.”
Francis said he prayed for nearly three

months after the initiative began in January
2014. Eventually, Francis wrote to both
leaders. He said he was surprised when
at one point his No. 2, Secretary of State
Cardinal Pietro Parolin, told him the U.S.
and Cuban delegations would bemeeting
the following day.
Francis recalled saying “‘How’s that?’”
“‘Yes, yes, they are talking, they are talk-

ing,’” he quoted Parolin as saying.
“It was the goodwill of the two countries,

and the merit is theirs. Themerit is theirs
for doing this,” he said.
He said the process of negotiation was

one of compromise.
“Both will gain peace, meetings,

friendship, collaboration ... these they
will gain. But what will they lose? I cannot
imagine. But in negotiations, one always
wins and loses.”

Pope Francis waves as he celebrates Mass in Asuncion, Paraguay. Hundreds of thousands gathered on a huge swampy field called Nu Guazu
inside a military base to attend the mass. (AP)

PopeacknowledgesU.S. critics,
plays downrapprochement role

“Itwas thegoodwill of the twocountries,
and themerit is theirs. Themerit is theirs for doing this.”
POPE FRANCIS, DOWN PLAYING THE ROLE HE HAS HAD IN RAPPROCHEMENT TALKS BETWEEN THE U.S. AND CUBA

By Douglas Kindschi
Director of the Kaufman Interfaith
Institute, GVSU

We are all aware of the
important freedom of
religion clause which was

written into our Bill of Rights as
a part of the First Amendment to
the Constitution.
It has been an important prin-

ciple from the beginning of our
nation.
But howmany of us are aware

of the early American leaders
who not only supported this
principle, but practiced interfaith
understanding from the begin-
ning?
Many of the colonies were

actively anti-Catholic in those
early days and a popular celebra-
tion called Guy Fawkes Day often
included burning an effigy of the
pope.
As the commander of the

Continental Army, George

Washington in 1775 banned this
practice by officers and soldiers
in the army.
In reference

to the Catholics
he said, “to be
insulting to
their Religion,
is so monstrous,
as not to be
suffered or
excused; indeed
instead of offer-
ing the most remote insult, it
is our duty to address public
thanks to these our Brethren.”
As our first president,

Washington continued this open-
ness to other religious expres-
sions.
On a visit in 1790 to Newport,

Rhode Island, he was greeted by
the leaders of the community, as
well as by various religious rep-
resentatives.
An official of Yeshuat Israel,

the first Jewish congregation
established in Newport, was one
of those welcomingWashington
and his party.
Moses Seixas in his welcom-

ing address said: “Deprived
as we heretofore have been
of the invaluable rights of
free Citizens, we now (with a
deep sense of gratitude to the
Almighty disposer of all events)
behold a Government, erected
by theMajesty of the People— a
Government, which to bigotry
gives no sanction, to persecu-
tion no assistance— but gener-
ously affording to All liberty of
conscience, and immunities of
Citizenship: deeming every one,
of whatever Nation, tongue, or
language, equal parts.”
Upon returning to the capi-

tal, Washington wrote back
what is known as the Letter to
the Hebrew Congregations of
Newport.

It included the following:
“The citizens of the United

States of America have a right to
applaud themselves for having
given to mankind examples of
an enlarged and liberal policy
— a policy worthy of imitation.
All possess alike liberty of
conscience and immunities of
citizenship. It is now nomore
that toleration is spoken of as if it
were the indulgence of one class
of people that another enjoyed
the exercise of their inherent
natural rights, for, happily, the
Government of the United States
… gives to bigotry no sanction,
and to persecution no assis-
tance.”
And then referring to the

Hebrew prophet Micah, he
added: “May the children of the
stock of Abrahamwho dwell in
this land continue to merit and
enjoy the good will of the other
inhabitants—while everyone

shall sit in safety under his own
vine and fig tree and there shall
be none to make him afraid.
“May the father of all mercies

scatter light, and not darkness,
upon our paths, andmake us all
in our several vocations useful
here, and in His own due time
and way everlastingly happy.”
Why do we teach school

children silly stories about
Washington chopping down the
cherry tree when we have such
a clear and forceful example of
interfaith understanding at the
beginning of our country and by
our first president?
As our country becomes

more andmorediverse,we
must reaffirm the openness to
all religions as expressedby our
founding fathers, and joinGeorge
Washington in goingbeyond tol-
erance by seeking the goodwill,
safety, andhappiness of all citizens.
Email: interfaith@gvsu.edu

Understanding, tolerance practiced by country’s founding fathers
INTERFAITH INSIGHT

VATICAN CITY

By Corey Williams
The Associated Press

Nearly 30,000 people are
expected to visit Detroit for the
Evangelical Lutheran Church
in America’s Youth Gathering.
The four-day event began

Wednesday and is the largest
meeting in Detroit this summer.
“The Detroit Metro

Convention & Visitors Bureau
and theMetro Detroit hospi-
tality community are ready to
welcome this important youth
group and we have worked
diligently and extensively to
put a convention experience
in place that will make their
Detroit visit memorable,” said
ReneeMonforton, spokes-
woman for the Convention &
Visitors Bureau.
A National Baptist

Convention event attracted
about 25,000 visitors last
month and the Pentecostal
Assemblies of theWorld is
expecting 6,000 people when it
holds its convention in Detroit
starting July 25.
Interest in visiting Detroit

remains high despite the
city’s recent journey through
the largest municipal bank-
ruptcy in U.S. history. The city
emerged from bankruptcy in
December.
This also has been one of

the busiest years for meetings
and conventions in the city,
according to the Convention &
Visitors Bureau.
The bureau hosted five

major conventions in 2013 and
hadmore than a dozen booked
last year.
Youth Gathering organizers

say high-school age Lutherans
from across the country and
overseas will come to Detroit
for faith formation, wor-
ship, fellowship and service.
Community projects will
include feeding the hungry,
working with schools, neigh-
borhood improvements and
work in community gardens.
Participants are invited to

“engage in Detroit’s unique
story of tenacity and hopeful-
ness,” said Lisa Jeffreys,
Youth Gathering program
coordinator.
“We will join in partnerships

of accompaniment all across
the city, allowing Gathering
participants to see God at
work through transforma-
tive experiences,” she added.
“And last but not least, we
seek to empower participants
to return home seeing them-
selves as agents of change in
their own communities and in
the world in life-giving ways.”

Kindschi

DETROIT

Youth
gathering
expected to
draw30,000


