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People walk past the Salt Lake Temple in Salt Lake City. On Tuesday, Mormon leaders made a national appeal for what they called a
“balanced approach” in the clash between gay rights and religious freedom, promising to support some housing and job protections
for gays if they back some exemptions for religious objectors to same-sex marriage. (AP Photo/Rick Bowmer)

By Douglas Kindschi
Director of Kaufman Interfaith
Institute, GVSU

Much has been written about
the terrorist events in
Paris, and appropriately,

there has been worldwide con-
demnation of the vicious acts
of murder of the cartoonists at
the satirical magazine Charlie
Hebdo and the Jewish shoppers
at the kosher store.
In previous columns, I have

urged that we see this for what
it is, namely, criminal acts of
persons who have no respect
for humanity or for the faith
tradition they claim to repre-
sent. Muslim leaders around
the world also have condemned
these acts as totally inconsistent
with the teachings of Islam.
But there is one further issue

that also needs to be addressed
in the extended discussion that
has emerged. Pope Francis

staunchly
defended the
freedom of
expression,
but also sug-
gested that the
magazine had
gone too far in
its insults and
ridicule. In a commentary titled
“I AmNot Charlie Hebdo,” New
York Times columnist David
Brooks urged that we “maintain
standards of civility and respect
while at the same time allowing
room for those creative and chal-
lenging folks who are uninhib-
ited by goodmanners and taste.”
What is the line between free

speech and hate speech?Would
it be acceptable in America if
similar hateful depictions of
African-Americans were pub-
lished on a regular basis?Would
similar anti-Semitic provocations
be defended? It is of interest that

in France, there are strong laws
against hate speech, especially
racist and anti-Semitic speech or
acts. The popular French come-
dian, Dieudonne, repeatedly has
been arrested and convicted
for his racist and anti-Semitic
speech, including for a contro-
versial Facebook post following
the Charlie Hebdomurders.
Many countries in Europe

have very strict laws regarding
anti-Semitism in the wake of the
Holocaust. Hate speech against
some is prohibited, but hate car-
toons are protected.
Free speech is an important

protection against authority,
those in power or an oppressive
majority. But when it becomes
insulting and hateful speech
against a minority, one must
ask if society’s best interests
are being served by giving free
reign to such acts. France has the
largest Muslimminority of any

country in Europe, a minority
that suffers extremely high rates
of unemployment. It already is
marginalized and oppressed.
Does insult to their religious fig-
ures help them in being brought
into the larger community as
respectedmembers of society?
France has passed laws

against Muslim girls wearing
the hijab or head scarf in public
schools. The same law prohib-
its Jews wearing the kippah or
skullcap and Christians wearing
crosses. Evidently such displays
of religious identity are consid-
ered offensive andmust be con-
trolled while vicious, insulting
cartoons are somehow sacred.
Modest dress, whichmight
imply a religious commitment, is
banned, while pornography and
vulgar cartoons are protected.
If anti-religious speech is given
such broad protection, shouldn’t
the same freedom be given to

religious expression?
Am I suggesting we ban all

satirical literature or promote
laws that prohibit free speech?
Not at all, but I am asking why
anything that might have reli-
gious meaning to a group of citi-
zens must be legislated against.
Has free speech become a god at
the expense of civility?
Am I excusingmurder when

someone has been insulted?
Absolutely not! But I am sug-
gesting that if we want to build
a cohesive and respectful soci-
ety, wemust consider all of our
actions. Do they bring people
together or are they driving divi-
sion and hate which often erupts
in violence?
Freedom thrives where all

persons and their beliefs are
respected. Let us build commu-
nity where diversity is a strength
and civility is the norm.
Email: interfaith@gvsu.edu

Can we promote both freedom and civility in our communities?
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Best-selling book
about journey
to heaven is pulled

A best-selling account of
a 6-year-old boy’s journey to
heaven and back has been
pulled after the boy retracted
his story.
A spokesman for Tyndale

House, a leading Christian
publisher, says Alex
Malarkey’s “The BoyWho
Came Back fromHeaven” is
being withdrawn.
Last week, Malarkey

acknowledged in an open let-
ter that he had lied to get atten-
tion. He added that “people
should read the Bible” instead.
“The BoyWho Came Back

FromHeaven” told of a 2004
auto accident which left
Malarkey in a coma. According
to the book, co-written by
Alex’s father, KevinMalarkey,
he had visions of angels and of
meeting Jesus.

MADRID

Church electrician
recants confession
The former electrician for

Spain’s famed cathedral in
Santiago de Compostela has
denied having ever seen the
priceless 12th-century Codex
Calixtinus that authorities
found in his garage and has
insisted he doesn’t remember
confessing he stole it.
The richly-decorated Codex,

which went missing in 2011, is
considered the first guide for
Christians making the pilgrim-
age to venerate St. James.
JoseManuel Fernandez

Castineiras faces up to 15 years
in prison if convicted.

SPRINGFIELD, MISSOURI

Bishop objects to
same-sex benefits
The bishop of the

Roman Catholic Diocese of
Springfield-Cape Girardeau
has expressed deep concern
at the decision of a Catholic-
based hospital group to extend
benefits to same-sex spouses
of employees.
TheMercy Health System,

which has about 9,000 employ-
ees in Springfield, Missouri,
said last week it plans to offer
benefits to legally married
same-sex spouses beginning
this spring. The benefits will
not be extended to domestic
partners.
The hospital said it made

the decision because of recent
changes in government regula-
tions for same-sex couples.
In a statement, Bishop James

Johnston said Catholics should
reject the view that “marriage
iswhatever the government
says it is.” He added, “No believ-
ing Christianworthy of the
name should violate God’s law
because of ‘regulations.”’
—The Associated Press

By Brady McCombs and Rachel Zoll
The Associated Press

Mormon church leaders are making a
national appeal for a “balanced approach” in
the clash between gay rights and religious
freedom.
The church is promising to support some

housing and job protections for gays and
lesbians in exchange for legal protections
for believers who object to the behavior of
others.
It’s not clear howmuch common ground

theMormons will find with this new cam-
paign. The church insists it is making no
changes in doctrine and still believes it’s
against the law of God to have sex outside
marriage between aman and a woman.
But church leaders who held a rare news

conference Tuesday said “wemust all learn
to live with others who do not share the
same beliefs or values.”
The language of the new campaignmir-

rors a website the church launched in 2012
instructing Latter-day Saints to bemore
accepting and compassionate toward gays.
The churchmade clear then and now that it
still opposes gay marriage and insists on its
right to apply its own rules within church-
affiliated charities, schools, businesses and
properties, even those that provide services
to non-Mormons.
The church announced the campaign in a

rare news conference including three elders
from a high-level Mormon governing body
called the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles.

Church leaders condemned discrimina-
tion against gays in stark terms, speaking of
centuries of “persecution and even violence
against homosexuals.”
“Ultimately, most of society recognized

that such treatment was simply wrong, and
that such basic human rights as securing
a job or a place to live should not depend
on a person’s sexual orientation,” said Neill
Marriott, a member of the church’s Public
Affairs Committee.
Mormon leaders still want to be able to

hire and fire workers based not only on reli-
gious beliefs, but also on behavior standards
known as honor codes. Gays and lesbians
would have to agree to remain celibate or
marry someone of the opposite sex. The
church also wants legal protections for reli-
gious objectors who work in government
and health care, such as a physician who
refuses to perform artificial insemination
for a lesbian couple.
Accommodations for religious objectors

have factored into every state legislative
debate over gay rights. But political pres-
sure on rights groups to make concessions
to religious conservatives is plummeting
as support for same-sex marriage grows
around the country.
Gay rights advocates say broad religious

exemptions perpetuate discrimination. In
some states, such asArizona, business leaders
nowsidewith gay advocates, saying extensive
religious exemptions hurt a state’s image.
When the U.S. Supreme Court set a broad

expansion of gay marriage in motion last
year, religious conservatives said they
would press states to allow some groups,
companies and people to refuse some
benefits or service for gay spouses. And
gay rights groups seeking job and housing
protections have faced an uphill battle in
the more politically and religiously conser-
vative states. Under these circumstances,
advocates for broader religious exceptions
believe they can win some concessions.
TheMormon church operates an exten-

sive network of charities, schools and for-
profit businesses around the country, with
total operating budgets in the billions of
dollars, but the new LDS approach is likely
to be especially significant in theMormon
strongholds of Utah, Idaho, Nevada and
Arizona, where the church and its members
play a large civic role.
After coming under intense criticism for

leading the fight for California’s Proposition
8, church leaders have been trying to heal
tensions by telling Latter-day Saints to be
more loving and respectful toward gays and
lesbians, while appealing to gay and lesbian
Mormons to stay in the church.
“Accommodating the rights of all people

— including their religious rights—
requires wisdom and judgment, compassion
and fairness,” Holland said. “Politically, it
certainly requires dedication to the highest
level of statesmanship. Nothing is achieved
if either side resorts to bullying, political
point scoring or accusations of bigotry.”
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