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By Jonathan O’Connell
The Washington Post

WASHINGTON—Themain entrance
is to be flanked by two large bronze pan-
els lettered with passages from ancient
manuscripts. On the roof will be a “Biblical
garden,” filled with plant species that were
around at the dawn of Christianity. A newly
built wing will be clad in layers of hand-
made bricks fromDenmark, meant to evoke
the layers of history as they were recorded.
When it opens in late 2017, just about
every aspect of the plannedMuseum of the
Bible— the buildingmaterials, doorways
and common areas— are intended to bring
to mind the Holy Land or stories from the
good book itself.
Even architectural enthusiasts who could
care less about the Bible may take an inter-
est in the $400million project.
The historical focus begins with the build-
ing itself, a brick warehouse dating from
1923 that wasWashington’s first to serve as
a center of refrigeration, for the Terminal
Refrigerating andWarehousing Co. A
railroad brought cars full of perishables
through an entrance on Fourth Street SW.
The property was the home of the
Washington Design Center until Hobby
Lobby president Steven Green, in search
of a home for his museum, purchased it for
$50million in 2012. Officials and contrac-
tors detailed the building plans last week as
they began demolition on a portion of the
building that was added in 1982 and is to be
replaced with a newwing.
Green and Cary Summers, president of
the museum, have spared little cost, hiring
six design firms for the work.
Originally the curving glass wasmeant to

better evoke a scroll or Torah. Though the
design had to bemodified to meet historic
preservation guidelines, from above, it still
somewhat resembles a rolled up scroll or
closed book.
“We’ve been working to preserve really as
much of the historic fabric as we can,” said
Brian Flegel of Clark Construction, who is
overseeing the work.
The building isn’t nearly as old as most
of what will be inside. Green said he plans
to house more than 44,000 Biblical texts
and artifacts here, including early Bibles
of Martin Luther and a 1631 version of the
King James Bible.
Located a few blocks from the Capitol and
the National Mall, the 430,000-square-foot
building is also to include 20,000 square feet
for a library and academic research center.
At the news conference, nearly a dozen
television cameras were running as the
demolition crew punched holes in the wall
of the warehouse wall that will later con-
nect to the newly built wing. Immediately

next door are the offices of the U.S. Small
Business Administration.
Many of reporters’ questions for Green
were about whether the purpose of the
museumwas to convince others to adopt
Christianity or the teachings of the Bible.
Green said the museumwould focus on the
Bible’s impact, history and its narrative. He
put the mission this way:
“Wewould like to invite all people to come
and learn about the book that has impacted
all of our world. So our desire is to engage
all people. It’s a book that’s had a huge
impact. It’s been controversial. It’s been
loved. It’s been hated. We just think people
ought to know about it.”
But does he hope the museum brings
other people to Christianity?
“Wewould hope people would consider
what the book has to say and that’s a choice
that they make and if it’s compelling that’s a
choice that they canmake on their own. But
we believe that it’s something that every-
body ought to consider,” Green said.
Does Green picture the museum as an
agent for cultural change?
“As themuseum directs people to the book
and people aremore engaged with the book,
we believe that is a possibility,” he said.
Will the museum advance creationism?
“We’re not discussing a lot of particulars
of the book. It’s more of a high-level discus-
sion of here’s this book, what is its history
and impact and what is its story. That is not
necessarily a discussion for our museum to
go to,” he said.
For those interested in learningmore,
come 2017, patrons will be able to tour the
museum using electronic hand-held devices
to serve as tour guides.

Israeli Parliament Speaker Yuli Edelstein, left, speaks with Oklahoma businessman Steve Green, center, and a museum worker as they stand
next to an ancient prayer book on display at the Bible Lands museum in Jerusalem. Green, the president of Hobby Lobby, is creating a Bible
Museum near the National Mall in Washington, D.C. (AP Photo/Sebastian Scheiner)

Evennon-believersmaywant to visit
the$400-millionmuseumof theBible

As a part of the Year of
Interfaith Service, this is the third
in a series of Insights on various
religious perspectives on service.

By Pastor Bob Linstrom
Trinity Lutheran Church, Grand Rapids

Soren Kierkegaard prayed,
“Lord, give us weak eyes
for things which are of no

account and clear eyes for all thy
truth.”
Within the heritage of
Christian faith, we have been
given clear eyes for the essential
truth that we are called to serve
God by serving others. We are to
use all of our gifts in that service,
the love of God and neighbor.
Concluding a series of teach-
ings late in his public ministry,
Jesus taught his followers the

requirement to care for “the least
of these,” Jesus’ designation for
the hungry, thirsty, stranger,
naked, sick and imprisoned in
society. (Matthew 25:31-46)
Jesus’ teaching was a “clear
eyed” truth. When you care for
“the least of these,” you care for
me, he taught.
When you fail to care for these
who have the greatest needs, you
fail to care for me.
In the spirit of Jesus’ teaching,
we will be judged by howwe
serve in response to God’s love
revealed in Christ Jesus to meet
human needs, to care for the
sick and the aged, to advocate for
dignity and justice for all people,
to work for peace and reconcilia-
tion among nations and peoples,
and to stand with the poor and

the powerless, committing to
their needs.
The call to serve others
is the call to join in God’s
creative and redeeming work
in the world.
In my flavor of the Christian
community, we lift up the heri-
tage of the 16th century reformer
Martin Luther who taught that,
“Christians are perfectly free,
subject to none, and dutiful ser-
vants, subject to all.”
Luther advocated for a rich
sense of vocation for the whole
people of God, teaching that as
recipients of the extravagant love
and grace of God, we are bound
to extend that love and grace to
our neighbors.
He reminded the people of
God that the care of “the least of

these” was not optional, but a key
element of our response to God’s
love and grace through lives of
faithful service.
In Grand Rapids, we have
embarked on a “Year of Interfaith
Service,” seeking to employ the
calls to service of the many faith
traditions in our community into
a call to build bridges of under-
standing through acts of service
together.
At Trinity Lutheran Church,
we have the privilege of host-
ing homeless neighbors for
a week at a time through our
partnership with the Interfaith
Hospitality Network of Family
Promise.
A wonderful development in
the last couple of years has been
the partnership we now have

with Jewish friends from neigh-
boring Congregation Ahavas
Israel, who have joined us in pro-
vidingmeals and hospitality for
our guests.
In the commonality of our
call to service, we do our small
part to stand against division
and hate in our world by joining
hands for a common good in our
community.
Surely, as we work together for
the betterment of our neighbors’
lives, we are part of the ongoing
work of our Creator God.
And as we join in serving
“the least of these,” our simple
efforts in this “Year of Interfaith
Service” stand as a visible sign of
“clear eyed” unity in our divisive
and troubled world.
Email: interfaith@gvsu.edu

AChristian perspective on service: A ‘clear-eyed’ truth
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Alabama counties
granting gay
marriage licenses

More Alabama counties
are issuingmarriage licenses
to gay couples after a federal
judge’s latest order.
Probate courts in at least
two counties— Tuscaloosa
and Lee— reversed course
and began issuing gaymar-
riage licenses last week.
In January, U.S. District
Judge Callie Granade over-
turned the state’s gaymarriage
ban. A few counties began issu-
ing licenses this week when a
hold on the ruling expired.
But Alabama Chief Justice
RoyMoore told state probate
judges that the federal ruling
didn’t apply to them and that it
was an intrusion on Alabama’s
sovereignty.
Some judges refused to
grant gay marriage licenses or
to open licensing offices at all.
Last week, Granade ruled
that Mobile County had to
issue the licenses, signaling to
counties statewide that they
should follow suit.

VATICAN CITY

Pope urges cooperation
with Vatican reform
Pope Francis is urging the
church’s cardinals to cooperate
with his reform of the outdated
and dysfunctional Vatican
bureaucracy, saying the over-
haul will help him govern the
1.2-billion-strong Catholic
Church better and spread the
faith more effectively.
Francis summoned cardi-
nals from around the world to
hear proposals for revamping
the church’s central govern-
ment. The proposals include
merging offices and reducing
waste. Opening the meetings
last week, Francis said the aim
is to encourage greater harmo-
ny and collaboration in “abso-
lute transparency,” to help the
church spread the faith and
reach out to others.
Francis, who was elected
on a reformmandate, made
clear what he felt was wrong
with the Vatican Curia last
December, when he ticked off
15 ailments that can afflict its
members, including what he
called “spiritual Alzheimer’s”
and the “terrorism of gossip.”

WELLINGTON, NEW ZEALAND

Tonga celebrates
first Catholic cardinal
Churches dot the heavily
Christian island of Tonga and
choirs can be heard singing on
any day of the week.
Now, the Catholic Church
is making a resident of the
Pacific island a cardinal for the
first time.
Bishop Soane Patita Paini
Mafi is one of 20 cardinals
being elevated by the pope.
At the age of 53, he will be
the youngest member of the
College of Cardinals.
—The Associated Press


