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By Frans van Liere
Professor of History, Calvin College

When teaching about Islam, as a profes-
sor of History at Calvin College, I often hear
the above question asked bymy students.
I always point out religions are not inher-
ently violent or nonviolent. It is people who
are violent.
To be sure, religion can incite people to
violence, just as it can inspire them to great
acts of altruism and humanity. Some reli-
gions are centered on a strong imperative to
proselytize andmake converts, which easily
can turn into forcible conversion and violent

conquest. This is not unique
to Islam.
The spread of Christianity
and Islamwasmarked by
periods of military conquest
as well as times of peaceful
conversion. You cannot just
compare violent episodes
in the history of Islamwith
peaceful periods in the his-

tory of Christianity.
Why do we not hear more Muslims pro-

test against terrorism?
We do hearMuslims protest terrorism.
Millions of Muslims from Iraq and Syria are
protesting with their feet and fleeing the ter-
rorist regime of ISIS.
Muslim and Jewish leaders stood side
by side with France’s President Francois
Hollande, in their condemnation of the Paris
attacks in November.
In 2014, 126Muslim scholars wrote an
open letter to the ruler of ISIS, Abu Bakr
al-Baghdadi and the fighters of the Islamic
State, refuting their claim to political and
religious authority, and condemning the pol-
icies and practices of ISIS, on the basis of the
Quran and the Islamic religious tradition.

It is important for non-Muslims to take
note of these arguments, for they represent
the views of the majority of Muslims.
Then why is it that so many of the terror-

ist actions in the world are committed by
Muslims? Does that not tell us something
about Islam?
Religious terrorism is a recent historical
phenomenon. It is the political circumstanc-
es in the Near East and Africa that have
given birth to the monster we see in ISIS.
There is no denying religion is an impor-
tant ingredient in the ugly mixture of what
is called “Islamic extremism.” However, it is
important to characterize this set of ideas as
an ideology, rather than a religion.
Where does this ideology come from?

One answer is the Islamic fundamental-
ism known as Salafism. Followers of this
18th-century sect grew frustrated with
the power the Saudi royal family exerted
over the politics of theMiddle East in the
20th century, and embraced the idea of vio-
lent Jihad.
The ideology also is espoused byMuslims
who are disillusioned with the failure of
Marxism and pan-Arabic nationalism in
the 1960s, second-generation immigrants
in Europe (and perhaps the U.S.) who are
disappointed with the empty promises of
Westernmaterialism, and youngMuslims
in theMiddle East who feel economically
disempowered and see Israel as an insult
to their pride and resent the U.S. for its sup-
port of Israel.
One common element to all these various
streams feeding into Islamic extremism is
disillusionment, disappointment, alienation,
frustration and hatred. It creates an ideol-
ogy that promises the certainty of a political
solution, which will solve all problems listed
above.
It offers a clear identity, found in the
embrace of fundamentalist Islam. All this
translates into a hatred of the de-humanized
other, who is deemed “un-Islamic,” and
therefore does not deserve to live. To identi-
fy this poisonous ideology as the true Islam
is an offense to Islam.
How do we prevent this ideology from

appealing to disillusioned Muslim youths?
That is a hard question. But ostracizing
theMuslim community is not the answer.
Violent extremism forms amajor challenge
for theMuslim community. Let’s not aban-
don them, but support them in the struggle
against it. We do not stand as Christians
against Muslims, but as Christians and
Muslims against terrorism.

Afghan Muslim boys read the Quran, Islam’s holy book, at a mosque in Kabul, Afghanistan. A Calvin College professor says religion can incite
people to violence, just as it can inspire them to great acts of altruism and humanity. (AP files)

Protesters in Lebanon march during a 2012
rally denouncing an anti-Islam film that pro-
voked unrest in Muslim countries worldwide.
Hezbollah’s leader, Hassan Nasrallah, called
for protests, saying the U.S. must be held
accountable for the film because it was pro-
duced in America. Questions about violence
and Islam keep popping up. (AP files)

Ideologyvs. religion

By Natalie Pompilio
The Associated Press

Formore than 100 years, the
cloistered nuns known as the
Pink Sisters have worked in
shifts to ensure nonstop prayer
in Philadelphia’s Chapel of
Divine Love.
Now, to address their shrink-
ing numbers and ensure their
prayers continue for another
century, the Roman Catholic
Holy Spirit Adoration sisters
have begun quietly reaching
out, seeking to grow their order
while carefully maintaining their
secluded life.
In the past year, they hung a
banner outside their chapel and
convent as a way to let other peo-
ple know about their daily public
Masses. They’ve grantedmore
interviews with news reporters.
And they have begun inviting
Catholic women’s organizations
and schools to speak to the sis-
ters—with all conversations

taking place through the grille
in the convent visiting room, of
course.
There’s even a subtle recruit-
ment flier hanging just inside
the front door of the chapel.
It encourages visitors to ask
themselves three questions: Do
you love Jesus in the Blessed
Sacrament? Do you realize
the power of prayer before the
Blessed Sacrament? Is Jesus
calling you to say ‘yes’ to a life
of prayer before the Blessed
Sacrament?
“We rarely reached out for
vocation promotion before the
centennial. But nowwewant
young ladies to see how beautiful
the life is and how truer the joy
when it is without the trappings
of material things,” said Sister
Maria Clarissa, 55. “We do our
part in addressing these chal-
lenges, but at the same time, we
leave it to the Lord. He’s the one
who calls.”

There were once as many
as 40 nuns living in the
Philadelphia convent. Now, there
are 20. The youngest is 52, and
the oldest is 90.
The order was founded in
Holland in 1896 with a focus on
the perpetual adoration of the
Blessed Sacrament, the conse-
crated bread they uphold as the
body and blood of Christ. The
rose-hued habits are meant to
symbolize the joy the sisters feel
honoring the Holy Spirit.
In 1915, nine of the original
sisters left the motherhouse and
came to Philadelphia, where they
were invited to open the order’s
second convent.
Today there are about 420
Holy Spirit Adoration sisters
living in 22 convents in 12 coun-
tries. There are three other U.S.
convents— in St. Louis; Corpus
Christi, Texas; and Lincoln,
Nebraska.
It may come as a surprise to

some that a group of 20 nuns live
a contemplative, secluded life not
far from Philadelphia’s famed
museums, historic landmarks
and government. The sisters
leave the cloister only for emer-
gencies, such as medical appoint-
ments. When they do venture
out, the sisters wear gray so as
not to draw toomuch attention to
themselves.
It is a selfless life, focused on
offering intercessory prayers on
behalf of people they will never
meet living in places they will
never see. They pray most of
the day, together and individu-
ally in shifts before the Blessed
Sacrament, generally waking
up at 5:15 a.m. to prepare for the
first daily service, going to bed
after the 8 p.m. final prayers.
The sisters get one hour of free
time and one hour of recreation
each day. They are allowed visits
from family and friends three
times a year.

PinkSisters seek to replenish ranks for nonstop prayer
PHILADELPHIA

Is Islam a violent religion or is it being hĳacked by extremists?

FRANKFORT, KENTUCKY

Governor takes
clerks names off
marriage licenses

Kentucky Gov. Matt Bevin
ordered the state to prepare
new marriage licenses that do
not include the names of county
clerks in an attempt to protect
the religious beliefs of Kim Davis
and other local elected officials.

In a news release last week,
the state’s new Republican gov-
ernor said he issued an execu-
tive order directing the Kentucky
Department of Libraries and
Archives to issue the revised
marriage license forms to all
county clerks.

Davis, the Rowan County
clerk, spent five days in jail for
refusing to issue same-sex mar-
riage licenses because she said
doing so would violate her
Christian beliefs.

Attorney Laura Landenwich,
who represents same-sex cou-
ples suing Davis, said Bevin
might have exceeded his legal
authority. She said Kentucky
statutes “require that the clerk’s
name appear on the license
itself.”

AUSTIN, TEXAS

Mock nativity scene
removed fromCapitol

Texas Gov. Greg Abbott suc-
ceeded in getting a holiday dis-
play featuring American
Founding Fathers and the Bill of
Rights in a manger removed
from the state Capitol.

The “winter solstice” display
was created by the Freedom
From Religion Foundation, which
promotes the separation of
church and state. It showed
Benjamin Franklin, the Statue of
Liberty, Thomas Jefferson and
George Washington peering
down at the Bill of Rights, and
was approved for display by the
State Preservation Board.

Christmas trees and other
holiday decorations are dis-
played at the Capitol. But the
manger scene was removed
before Christmas after Abbott
called it a “juvenile parody”
whose figures represented a
“replacement for Jesus Christ.”

WASHINGTON

U.S.Muslim leaders
organize against bias

American Muslim leaders are
planning voter registration
drives and open-house days at
mosques to fight a rise in anti-
Muslim harassment.

U.S. Muslim leaders also
pledged to counter recruitment
efforts by extremists such as
the Islamic State group.

The plans were announced
last week in Washington after
an emergency summit on anti-
Muslim bias drew about 100
leaders from across the country.

Among the participants were
the Council on American-Islamic
Relations, the Islamic Society of
North America and the Muslim
Public Affairs Council.

Organizers said they will work
with civil rights and interfaith
groups to try to defeat politi-
cians with bigoted views.

The recent backlash against
Muslims follows Islamic extrem-
ist attacks in Paris and San
Bernardino, California, and
remarks by Donald Trump and
other presidential candidates.
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