
Grand Rapids Press 12/10/2015

Copyright © 2015 The Grand Rapids Press 12/10/2015 December 14, 2015 2:45 pm (GMT +5:00) / Powered by TECNAVIA

Copy Reduced to 79% from original to fit letter page


Religion
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 10, 2015 / THE GRAND RAPIDS PRESS

For the latest breakingnews, go tomlive.com

B
SECTION

Estimated 10million faithfulwill pass
throughSt. Peter’s Basilica over
the next year in a rite of pilgrimage

By Nicole Winfield
The Associated Press

Pope Francis pushed open the great
bronze doors of St. Peter’s Basilica on
Tuesday to launch his Holy Year of Mercy,
declaring mercy trumpsmoralizing in his
Catholic Church.
Francis stood in prayer on the threshold

of the basilica’s Holy Door then walked
through it, the first of an estimated 10mil-
lion faithful who will pass through over the
course of the next year in a rite of pilgrim-
age dating back centuries.
A thin and frail Emeritus Pope Benedict

XVI walked through the doorway after
Francis, gingerly negotiating the two steps
with the help of a cane and his longtime
assistant. It was a rare outing for the
88-year-old Benedict, whose historic resig-
nation led to Francis’ election and a papacy
dedicated to showing the merciful side of
the church.
Some 5,000 extra police, carabinieri and

soldiers have been deployed around Rome,
and a no-fly zone imposed on its skies, to
protect the pilgrims who are flocking to
Rome on foot, by car, train and plane to par-
ticipate in the yearlong celebration.
Security was heightened after the Vatican

was listed as a possible target following the

Paris attacks, but the extra police patrols
and traffic stops extended far beyond the
immediate vicinity of the Vatican or even the
other main pilgrimage sites in Rome.
Francis launched the 12-month jubilee to

emphasize what has become the leitmotif of
his papacy: showing the merciful and wel-
coming side of a Catholic Churchmore often
known for moralizing and casting judgment.
“Howmuch wrong we do to God and his

grace when we speak of sins being punished
by his judgment before we speak of their
being forgiven by his mercy,” Francis told
an estimated 50,000 people gathered under
rainy skies for his Mass opening the jubilee.
“We have to put mercy before judgment, and
in any event, God’s judgment will always be
in the light of his mercy.”
The Vatican’s Holy Door, located to the

right of the basilica’s main entrance, is
decorated with 16 bronze panels depicting
the redemption of man’s sin throughmercy.
Passing through it is meant to symbolize the
pilgrimage of life’s journey and the sacri-
fices endured.
“We have to absorb the message that God

always forgives us, which is the message
that the pope gives to us,” said Maria Sila, a
pilgrim from Buenos Aires as she waited for
theMass to begin.
After Francis and Benedict walked

through the doorway, the first throngs of
pilgrims followed suit, led by the Italian
president and other dignitaries.
In a sign that Francis was taken aback by

Benedict’s frailty when he saw him at the
Holy Door, he asked the throngs of pilgrims

in the piazza to send their prayers for his
“good health.” The crowd responded with
cheers and applause.
Holy Years are generally celebrated every

25 to 50 years. Over the centuries, they
have been used to encourage the faithful
to make pilgrimages to Rome to obtain an
“indulgence”— the ancient church tradi-
tion related to the forgiveness of sins that
roughly amounts to a “get out of Purgatory
free” card.
Unlike inMartin Luther’s time, these

Holy Year indulgences are free and available
to those who pass through the Holy Door.
The last jubilee was in 2000, when Pope

John Paul II ushered in the church’s third
millennium and some 25million pilgrims
flocked to a Rome that had undergone a
multimillion-dollar facelift for the occasion.
In typical Francis fashion, the popemade

clear from the start he wanted this Holy
Year to be amore sober occasion. For the
first time, the pope instructed all cathedrals
around the world to open their Holy Doors
to pilgrims to encourage the faithful to mark
the jubilee at home rather than coming to
Rome.
Francis announced his Holy Year on the

second anniversary of his papacy, saying his
aimwas “to give comfort to every man and
every woman of our time.”
The jubilee year will feature a host of

special Masses and extra general audiences
to accommodate the throngs of pilgrims,
while Francis has set aside one Friday each
month to slip out of the Vatican to perform
an act of mercy, in private.

Pope Francis opens the Holy Door of St. Peter’s Basilica at the Vatican. Pope Francis pushed open the great bronze doors Tuesday to launch
his Holy Year of Mercy, declaring mercy trumps moralizing. (AP)

HolyYearofMercybegins

By Kelly James Clark
Senior research fellow, Kaufman
Interfaith Institute, GVSU

Here’s one strategy for
preventing terrorism: Slam
the door to immigration.

Give in to our irrational fears,
and shut themMuslims out. Put
some boots on the ground, and
wipe them out.
Problem solved.
Giving in to our fears arises

from a perceived threat to our
community. The instinct toward
intolerance seems to be, or to
have been, a healthy defense
mechanism, protecting one’s
community from threats to its
survival.
Unfortunately, this healthy

defense mechanism, one that
protects one’s community, has
a dark side; it has motivated
vicious and even deadly acts of
intolerance.
Intolerance served our ancient

ancestors well at a time when
their lives were muchmore

violent than ours. Prehistorians
believe throughout early human
history, the likelihood of an adult
male being killed in battle was

about 65 per-
cent. Fear drove
them to develop
a natural suspi-
cion and distrust
of those not in
their group—
those different
from them-
selves.

How does this psychological
defense mechanismwork?
Just as we do with trees,

clouds and bodies of water, we
categorize people into “kinds.”
Think of all the ways we put

people into categories—white,
black, peasant, rich man, elegant
woman, American, French, Arab,
Rabbi, Muslim. Instantly, upon
hearing these terms ascribed to
a person, you think you know
something about them.
When we categorize a person

— say, as Chinese or French or
Muslim—we feel that we’ve
got them figured out. We think
we know something about that
person because we assume that
members of that group are all
the same.
The Chinese are smart and

respect their parents. The
French are snobs. And it’s hard
to avoid associating “terrorist”
with “Muslim.” In spite of the fact
that the vast majority of Muslims
in America oppose radical Islam,
we still fear and judge and alien-
ate them.
This very human fear response

has unintended, and even deadly,
consequences.
Recent studies show our intol-

erance towardMuslims in our
country contributes to radicaliza-
tion. Themore wemakeMuslims
feel like they don’t belong, the
more likely some of them are to
radicalize.
Go figure— if we look down

on them, think of them as closet

terrorists, and fear them, some of
them start to hate us. If we fight
against the building of mosques,
close our borders to Muslims,
and threaten to register and
monitor them, some of them
might feel diminished and dis-
empowered and want to strike
back at us.
Turns out, no surprises here,

people who feel insignificant,
ashamed and hopeless, look for
ways to feel significant, proud
and hopeful. Radical Islam pro-
vides all three.
We are in a death spiral:

as prejudice and intolerance
against Muslims escalates, the
conditions of radicalization dra-
matically increases.
This is precisely ISIS’s strat-

egy, and when we give in to our
fears, ISIS wins.
But all is not lost. The same

studies that show that our fears
and intolerance and bigotry cre-
ate conditions where radicaliza-
tion festers, also show that the

more wemake them feel like
they belong, the less likely they
are to radicalize.
Making them feel at home

does not imply they need to
become just like us.
We are a culturally pluralistic

society, one that values (at
least, in principle) difference.
We need to embrace unity and
diversity.
What better way, then, to make

them feel at home than to invite
them into your home? Sip some
coffee, share a meal, talk about
your children.
Turn a stranger into a friend.

Break the cycle of radicalization,
one friend at a time.
I’m often asked, what can we

do in theMiddle East? I always
confess I don’t know.
But I do knowwhat we can

do in the United States. Fight
our fears, and then welcome our
Muslim brothers and sisters into
our homes.
Email: interfaith@gvsu.edu
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By Carolyn Thompson
The Associated Press

The backlash against stan-
dardized testing is rippling
through some Roman Catholic
schools as they balance the
college-driven Common Core
learning standards with spiri-
tual goals.
The Diocese of Albany

announced it will reduce the
frequency of the Common
Core-aligned tests while stick-
ing with the standards, which
spell out skills students should
master at each grade level
from kindergarten through
high school.
“Although the standards of

the Common Core itself are
good, the collateral pieces have
caused great strife for families
and teachers,” Superintendent
Michael Pizzingrillo said.
The number of dioceses

that have opted out of using
the standards, tests or both
hasn’t been officially tracked
while states have phased them
in over the past five years.
Surveys show about half of the
195 U.S. dioceses—which, like
other private schools, are not
obligated to use the standards
— initially adopting them, the
National Catholic Educational
Association said.
“Right now, Catholic schools

are still trying to figure out
how they respond to the
Common Core and how deeply
they embrace it,” said Dan
Guernsey, director of K-12
programming at the Cardinal
Newman Society. The focus,
he said, has to remain on the
development of students’
“mind, body and spirit.”
“We don’t open Catholic

schools to get kids into col-
lege,” Guernsey said. “We open
Catholic schools to get them
into heaven.”
About 1.9 million students

around the U.S. are enrolled
in 6,568 Catholic schools,
most of them elementary
schools, according to the
National Catholic Education
Association.
Three of the 46 states

that originally adopted the
Common Core standards
have dropped them. More
dramatic has been the decline
in membership in the two con-
sortia tasked with creating the
assessments.
The number of participating

states has fallen from 46 to 22
as states find alternative ways
to meet testing requirements,
according to the Education
Commission of the States.
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