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Montana trip ameans to teach
Jewish faithful how to remain kosher

By Matt Volz
The Associated Press

Two young Orthodox rabbis have traded
their studies in Brooklyn for the back roads
of Montana, where they are teaching the
far-flung faithful how to keep kosher in
Big Sky Country.
Eli Chaikin, 23, and Dovid Lepkivker, 25,

call themselves the roving rabbis. Their
mission is to reach asmany of the state’s
approximately 3,000 Jews as they can in
amonth. Their message is a gentle one—
more of a nudge than a push— in what are
at best loosely organized Jewish communi-
ties where relatively few people strictly fol-
low the dietary laws.
“Any step you take is a positive step,”

Chaikin said. “It’s not all or nothing.”
Chaikin and Lepkivker are affiliatedwith

Chabad-Lubavichmovement. Chabad’s
Bozeman-based rabbi, ChaimBruk, said he
invited them to help himhonor the 40th anni-
versary of aworldwide campaign to promote
observance of the kosher laws by the influen-
tial RabbiMenachemM. Schneerson, known
by his followers as the Rebbe.
“We’re celebrating a 40-year milestone

when the Rebbe started this idea,” Bruk
said. “I decided to rockMontana with that.”
The roving rabbis have visited more than

60 homes inMontana since July 7, many
of them cold-calls to people they had only
learned about by asking around town or
from someone the next town over.

On a recent visit to Helena, they sat in
Beth Pagel’s living room as she told them
about the traditional meals and snacks she
prepares for her grandson’s classmates
on Jewish holidays. She said she hasn’t
mademany Jewish friends since moving to
Montana’s capital city from Florida seven
years ago, but she was delighted to find two
doctors in townwho are Jewish.
Pagel readily offered she is not kosher

but told them that she knows the rules:
“I’m not going to offer you a cheeseburger,”
she said.
The rabbis were polite, never disagreeing

with their host, but they kept onmessage.
“I would venture to say you’re muchmore

kosher than you think,” Lepkivker said.
The rabbis handed her a pamphlet on

keeping kosher and pointed out the listing

of all the certification symbols found on food
products. They ventured into the kitchen,
where the rabbis scrutinized everything, the
spices, bread, wine and the canned goods.
Then they delivered their request: Just

change one non-kosher brand she regularly
buys to a kosher one.
Chaikin and Lepkivker said they aren’t

discouraged when their message seems to
fall on deaf ears. After all, change doesn’t
come overnight, Lepkivker said.
Following a trip to the grocery stoe with

another family, Chaikin and Lepkivker
climbed into their sport-utility vehicle with
freshly pressed spare white shirts and black
trousers in the back seat, ready for their
next destination: Montana’s farming com-
munities and American Indian reservations
near the Canadian border.

Orthodox Jewish rabbi Dovid Lepkivker, center, examines a container of Breyer’s ice cream, which happens to be kosher, as fellow rabbi Eli
Chaikin, left, and Mary Semple look on. Lepkivker and Chaikin are on a mission to reach as many Montana Jews as they can in a month to
teach them how to keep kosher. (AP)

‘Roving rabbis’ spread message

By Douglas Kindschi
Director of the Kaufman Interfaith
Institute, GVSU

How do wemove beyond the
alienation and potential religious
violence that we have seen in our
country and in many parts of the
world?
A big part of the problem,

according to Eboo Patel, founder
and president of the Interfaith
Youth Core, is we have not
learned a public language of faith.
He recounts an incident in

high school where a Jewish
classmate was the target of bla-
tant anti-Semitism. The student
felt betrayed by the silence of
those whom he had thought
were his friends.
Recalling the event, he said,

“I wondered if any of you even
realized I was Jewish. None of us
ever talked about religion.”
While our society is increas-

ingly diverse when it comes to
anything about religion, we go

to our particular religious com-
munities, churches, synagogues,
mosques and temples to speak

our particular
religious lan-
guages.
Outside of our

faith communi-
ties, do we know
how to talk
about faith?
Rabbi

Jonathan Sacks,
for many years the chief rabbi
of Great Britain, says we need
to learn two languages: “There
is a first and public language of
citizenship that we have to learn
if we are to learn to live together.
And there is a variety of second
languages, which connect us to
our local framework of relation-
ships.”
These must be brought togeth-

er so we also can have a public
language of faith.
He goes on, “Ideally, what

makes you amore faithful Jew or
Muslim or Christian also makes
you a better citizen.”
Our diverse society is a

“community of communities.”
Our challenge is to live togeth-

er with our different traditions
and religious languages in a way
that doesn’t merely tolerate each
other, but seeks mutual trust and
mutual flourishing.
An important step in our

coming together is to learn
more about each other and our
various religious commitments.
That was the focus of the Year
of Interfaith Understanding that
took place in our community
during 2012 and resulted in more
than 300 interfaith events.
It is also important to get to

know personally people of a dif-
ferent faith. Studies have shown
that knowing just one person
from a different tradition chang-
es your attitude, not only about
that religion, but also about all

other religions.
As long as we keep separate,

we will never learn how to
developmutual trust andmutual
flourishing.
An important next step is to go

beyond talk and understanding
to action.
The focus of the current Year

of Interfaith Service is to take
that next step and work together
in the service of others in need,
as well as in ways that improve
our environment, which we
believe to be God’s creation.
Nearly every religion has this

commitment to be of service
to others. Whether we call it
“repairing the world” or “loving
your neighbor,” it is a common
theme in our religious traditions.
It also can be an important part
in learning what we have in com-
mon and what it might take to
learn a “public language of faith.”
This Year of Interfaith Service

is finding ways to practice this

type of discourse as we work
together on common projects
while drawing on our diverse
religious traditions.
Eboo Patel has been called to

promote these ideas on our col-
lege campuses. He was inspired
by his faith heroes, such as
Martin Luther King, Gandhi
and the Dalai Lama, all of whom
began their commitments as
young people in their 20s.
Combining one’s faith commit-

ment with the call to service is
the motivating theme behind the
Interfaith Youth Core.
We are so pleased and hon-

ored that Patel will be in our
community and speaking at both
Aquinas College and at Grand
Valley State University on Oct. 8.
He will inspire us all as he helps
us find that public language of
faith on the path to seeking trust
and flourishing for all in our
society.
Email: interfaith@gvsu.edu

A public language of faith seeking the flourishing of all in our society
INTERFAITH INSIGHT
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DETROIT

Economic boost
from religious
conventions
More religious conventions

are planned in Detroit and
officials say they’re expected
to provide an additional eco-
nomic boost to the area.
The Detroit Free Press

reported the Romanian
Pentecostal Church of God
Convention heads to Cobo
Center in September. Next
year, thousands are expected
for an annual gathering of
the Church of God in Christ, a
Christian group.
Last week, thousands of

Christians visited for the
100th annual convention of
the Pentecostal Assemblies of
theWorld. A fewweeks ear-
lier, about 30,000 youth came
with the Evangelical Lutheran
Church of America. And in
June, thousands attended a
National Baptist Convention
USA gathering.
Bill Bohde, senior vice presi-

dent of sales andmarketing at
the Detroit Metro Convention
and Visitors Bureau, said
Detroit has “a great history of
hosting religious conventions.”

SALT LAKE CITY

Mormon church
releasing documents
TheMormon church is tak-

ing another step in its push
to bemore transparent, and
is releasingmore historical
documents that shed light on
how Joseph Smith formed the
religion.
The Church of Jesus Christ

of Latter-day Saints released
a printer’s manuscript of the
Book of Mormon during a
news conference Tuesday in
Salt Lake City is.
Mormons believe that 185

years ago, God helped Smith
translate a story that was writ-
ten in ancient Egyptian and
engraved on gold plates. It
became known as the Book of
Mormon.
The religion counts 15 mil-

lion followers worldwide after
experiencing a tripling of
membership in the past three
decades. Some outsiders have
criticized it as being secretive
about its practices and beliefs.
—The Associated Press

Kindschi

AT A GLANCE

BASIC RULES FOR KEEPING KOSHER
The laws for keeping kosher are complex. A
breakdown of the basic rules:
MEAT AND FISH: The Torah, the Jewish holy
scripture, identifies specific animals that may
or may not be eaten. It says a land animal is
kosher if it has split hooves and chews its cud,
lists 24 non-kosher bird species and allows
only water creatures with fins and scales to be
eaten. All reptiles, amphibians, worms and
most insects are not kosher. The laws also dic-
tate how the animals should be slaughtered
and which parts may be eaten.
DAIRY: Milk products and meat must never be
combined, and there is a waiting period
between eating one and then the other.

FRUITS AND VEGETABLES: All are generally
kosher if they are natural and unprocessed,
but they must be free of insects.
OTHER FOODS: Food without either meat or
milk products are considered pareve.
Unprocessed grains and juices, soft drinks,
coffee, tea and candy are considered pareve,
and may be eaten with either meat or dairy.
Grape juice must be certified kosher, and eggs
must be checked for blood spots.
ALCOHOL: Wine and brandy must be
certified kosher, while most beer and liquor
are generally OK unless flavor has been added.
— Sources: Vaad Hakashrus of Montana, Orthodox
Union, Star-K Kosher Certification

Flowers blooming in front of the
Salt Lake Temple, at Temple
Square, in Salt Lake City. (AP)


