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B
SECTION

By Andrew DeMillo
The Associated Press

The fight over “religious freedom” pro-
posals facing increasing criticism from
businesses and advocates who call them a
license to discriminate against gays and les-
bians has shifted toward Arkansas, which
was poised to become the second state this
year to enact such ameasure.
A final vote could come as early as today

in the state House on the proposal that
would prohibit state and local government
from infringing on someone’s religious
beliefs without a “compelling” reason.
Unlike Indiana—where Republicans were
working on adding language to clarify the
state’s recently enacted law after a firestorm
of protests— Arkansas lawmakers said they
weren’t seeking to modify the measure.
“There’s not really any place tomake

any changes now,” Rep. Bob Ballinger,
R-Hindsville, said about his proposal. “If there
are questions in two years, we can fix it.”
Hundreds of protesters filled Arkansas’

Capitol to oppose the measure, holding
signs that read “Discrimination is not a
Christian Value” and “Discrimination is a
Disease,” and chanting “Shame on You” at
Ballinger after the measure was endorsed
by a House committee.
“I believe that many people will want to

flee the state andmany people will want to
avoid our state,” said Rita Jernigan, a pro-
tester and one of the lead plaintiffs in a fed-

eral lawsuit challenging Arkansas’ gay mar-
riage ban. “I think it will hit us hard every-
where. I feel like we’re moving backwards
rather than being a progressive state.”
The protests echo the backlash in Indiana,

where Republican Gov. Mike Pence signed
a similar bill into law last week. Some com-
panies and organizations have canceled
future travel to Indiana or halted expansion
plans in the state, and Republican legislative
leaders said they are working on adding lan-
guage to Indiana’s law to make it clear that
the measure does not allow discrimination
against gays and lesbians.
Similar proposals have been introduced

in more than a dozen states, patterned after
the federal Religious FreedomRestoration
Act of 1993. Nineteen other states have simi-
lar laws on the books.
Republican Gov. Asa Hutchinson, who

had expressed reservations about unintend-
ed consequences of an earlier version of the
bill, has said he’ll sign the current measure
into law.
“If this bill reaches my desk in similar

form as to what has been passed in 20 other
states then I will sign it, but I am pleased
that the Legislature is continuing to look at
ways to assure balance and fairness in the
legislation,” Hutchinson said in a statement
Monday.
Sexual orientation and gender identity

are not included in Arkansas’ anti-discrimi-
nation protections. Last month, Hutchinson

allowed ameasure to go into law that pre-
vented local governments from including
such protections in their anti-discrimination
ordinances.
Opponents of the bill hoped to target

Hutchinson’s promise to be a “jobs gover-
nor” made during his successful bid last
year for the state’s top office. The Human
Rights Campaign, the nation’s largest les-
bian, gay, bisexual and transgender rights
group, has run ads in Silicon Valley aimed at
the same technology firms Hutchinson has
said he wants to lure to Arkansas.
Apple CEO Tim Cook wrote an op-ed in

TheWashington Post over the weekend
opposing the Arkansas and Indianamea-
sures, while retail giantWal-Mart has said
the proposal sends the wrongmessage
about its home state. Little Rock-based
data services company Acxiom also urged
Hutchinson to veto the bill, saying the mea-
sure would enable discrimination and open
the state up to ridicule.
“This bill is at direct odds with your

position that ‘Arkansas is open for busi-
ness,’” CEO Scott Howe and Executive Vice
President Jerry C. Jones wrote Monday in a
letter to the governor.
In Indiana, the fallout has ranged from the

public-employee union known as AFSCME
canceling a planned women’s conference
in Indianapolis this year because of the law
to the bandWilco saying it was canceling a
May performance.

Rep. Warwick Sabin, D-Little Rock, center, cheers with protesters outside of the House chamber at the Arkansas state Capitol in Little Rock,
Arkansas on Monday. A House committee earlier Monday advanced an amended version of a bill that opponents say allows discrimination
against gays and lesbians. (AP Photo/Danny Johnston)

Fight over religious objection
proposals shifts toArkansas

By Douglas Kindschi
Director of the Kaufman Interfaith
Institute, GVSU

This is HolyWeek for the
Christian community,
marked by special services

such as Palm Sunday, Maundy
Thursday, Good Friday and
Easter Day.
In the 1600s, at the request

of Pope Urban VIII, Gregorio
Allegri composed the music to
the Latin text of Psalm 51, known
as “Miserere mei, Deus.”
For over a century, it was sung

by the papal choir in Rome only
during HolyWeek, and carefully
guarded so it could not be sung
anywhere else. In 1770, a 14-year-
old Mozart heard the piece, went
home and transcribed it from
memory. It later was published
and now is heard frequently
throughout the world, especially
this time of the year.

I first heard it live at King’s
College Chapel in Cambridge
three years
ago, but again
last week-
end at the
Cathedral of
St. Andrew in
Grand Rapids,
sung by the
Choir of Men
and Boys.
You can hear a recording of the

King’s College choir performance
at Youtube, or listen to it live at
the Cathedral of St. Andrew this
week at their Tenebrae Service
at 8 p.m. on Good Friday.
It certainly is beautiful music

and the text is most appropri-
ate, not only for this time in the
Christian calendar, but for any
faith tradition seekingmercy
in our world of conflict and vio-
lence.

TheMiserere is based on a text
Christians share with the Jewish
community. The Latin words of
the sung Psalm 51 are translated,
“Havemercy uponme, O God.”
The theme of mercy also is

reflected in most of the chapters
of the Qur’an, which begin, “In
the Name of Allah, theMost
Gracious, theMost Merciful.”
Mercy, a theme shared by

nearly all of the world’s religions,
is the recognition that we can-
not, on our own, live up to what
it means to be authentically
human. It is the recognition we
do not always love our neighbor
as ourselves, or love God with
our whole heart, soul, strength
andmind.
Miserere mei, Deus.
As I listen to theMiserere,

I also am struck by the Latin
words near the end of the psalm,
“holocaustis non delectaberis”

(“thou delightest not in burnt-
offerings.”)
Holocaustis is the Latin word

for burnt offering. What a hor-
rible word to use for that most
terrible event of the last century.
To think of it in any way as an
“offering,” no wonder many of
our Jewish neighbors despise
even the word and prefer to
speak of the “Shoah,” from the
Hebrewword catastrophe.
Miserere mei, Deus.
I also am reminded of the

powerful performance by the
Grand Rapids Symphony in 2013

as a part of our Year of Interfaith
Understanding. They performed
the Stephen Paulus Oratorio
“To Be Certain of the Dawn,”
which was commissioned by
the Basilica of St. Mary’s in
Minneapolis as a gift to its neigh-
bor synagogue, Temple Israel, to
commemorate the 60th anniver-
sary of the liberation of the death
camps. I don’t remember ever
beingmoved by a piece of music
as I was by that oratorio. Indeed,
Miserere, mei Deus, Lord have
mercy.
Later in the psalmwe hear the

words, “Makeme a clean heart,
O God: and renew a right spirit
within me.”
In our personal lives, as well

as in a world torn by conflict, we
need not only God’s mercy but
also a right spirit. Whatever faith
we claim, let this be our prayer.
Email: interfaith@gvsu.edu

Misereremei, Deus: ‘Havemercy uponme, OGod’
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Personal afterlife
accounts removed
frombookstores

The publishing arm of the
Southern Baptist Convention
has stopped selling popular
accounts of the afterlife, such
as “Heaven is for Real” and
“90Minutes in Heaven” at
its national chain of Lifeway
Christian Bookstores.
Last summer, Southern

Baptists at their annual con-
vention warned such books
and films can lead people
astray with “personal testimo-
nies that cannot be corrobo-
rated” and sometimes conflict
with Scripture.
They overwhelmingly

passed a resolution declaring
“the sufficiency of biblical rev-
elation over subjective experi-
ential” accounts of heaven and
hell.
Lifeway spokesmanMarty

King said that resolution was
taken into consideration and
Lifeway stopped ordering
personal afterlife accounts last
summer. Now, he says, “the
remaining heaven visitation
items have been removed from
our stores and website and
will not be replenished.”

MONTGOMERY, ALABAMA

Bill would let agencies
turn away gay couples
Alabamawould allow adop-

tion agencies— including
those with state contracts
— to refuse to place children
with same-sex couples on
religious grounds, under a bill
introduced in the Alabama
Legislature.
Republican state Sen. Gerald

Allen introduced the bill last
week specifying that groups
could refuse to participate
in adoptions and foster care
placements that violate their
religious beliefs. The bill also
would prohibit the state from
refusing to license, or contract
with, the groups that deny
services to people on religious
grounds.

COLUMBIA, SOUTH CAROLINA

College president
apologizes for remarks
The former president of Bob

Jones University has apolo-
gized for saying 35 years ago
that homosexuals should be
stoned, calling his comments
reckless and inflammatory.
Bob Jones III, then president

of the conservative Christian
school in Greenville, South
Carolina, was at theWhite
House with other ministers
in 1980 to oppose extending
Civil Rights Act protections to
homosexuals.
A group that supports gays

at Bob Jones University had
petitioned for the apology.
The group’s leader said he is
stunned by Jones’ apology.

Kindschi

Ä VIDEO
To listen to the King’s College
choir performance of Miserere
Mei Deus in Cambridge, go
online at youtube.com/
watch?v=4lC7V8hG198.


