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B
SECTION

A funny thing happened
when I spoke to the
Golden K Kiwanis club
last week. I stopped
speaking, and the Golden
K’ers began telling

baseball stories.
During a talk about how baseball has

been an evergreen source of spiritual suste-
nance for me, I asked if anyone had a story
they’d like to share about baseball. Boy, did
they ever.

One after another, they came up to the
microphone, sharing memories of sweet
moments with their children and grand-
children, or themselves as children at the
ballpark. It seemed like each story brought
forth more.

Pretty soon, it was like those cars in the
closing scene of “Field of Dreams,” lined up
for the chance to see players from the past
on a magic diamond.

Most of their stories had to do with
chance encounters with special ballplayers:
an autograph from Charlie Gehringer, the
“Mechanical Man” from Fowlerville and
Detroit Tigers star second baseman in the
1930s; a ball caught in the stands from the
bat of Al Kaline, all-time hero to legions
of Tigers fans; the Baltimore Orioles star
pitcher Jim Palmer taking a ball onto the
team bus so all the players could autograph
it for a young fan.

One man came up to me afterward and
confided he had been at the 1941 All-Star
Game in Tiger Stadium when Ted Williams
hit his dramatic three-run, walk-off homer.

“Holy cow!” I said. It was like talking to
someone who had seen Moses and God part
the Red Sea.

This spontaneous pouring forth of base-
ball nostalgia reminded me once again of
the powerful hold this game has on our
national imagination. Be they fans or not, so
many people have special memories asso-
ciated with baseball and loved ones with
whom they have shared exciting moments.
There is something about the game that
lends itself to memory, stories and connec-
tion to people and places of times past.

This perhaps holds true even more so
now, when the relentless pace of life and
worries of the world press down upon us,
and when the ridiculous wealth of the own-
ers and ballplayers themselves tempt us to a
more cynical view.

Roger Angell, the most lyrical of baseball
writers, puts it well: “In an ironic, fractious
age, we crave a less distracted view of base-
ball, and cling to the notion that the game
can still be as sweet as we imagined it when
we were kids.”

Oh yes, that sweetness of younger days:
That’s what many of us love about baseball,
and indeed about summer — the season
now unofficially upon us, slow as a baseball
game, inviting as a dip in the lake. Summer
is the season of ease and delight. Let’s start
enjoying it, shall we?

You kind of need permission to enjoy sum-
mer anymore. It’s because our culture has
become so work-obsessed that to just spend
a day in the park seems self-indulgent, and
going to the beach requires shaking off guilt.
Surely, there is something you should be
doing instead of just having a nice day.

I mean, we have an economy to produce
here, don’t we people? What if everyone
took time off just because it was “so nice
out”? Where would we be then, huh? I’ll
tell you where, we’d be like Europe, with
their four-day workweeks and lazy cafes
and empty churches. We’d be a second-rate
world power, sauntering around in our
socialist sandals and munching on biscotti.

This is what summer is up against. Back
when we were kids, we could just run out-
side and play. Now, we’ve got work in our
pockets — those infernal smartphones for-
ever brimming with emails, text messages
and calendar alerts.

Happily, West Michigan is better than
most places at forgetting the task-oriented
life during summer, despite our famed
Protestant work ethic (not to mention the
Catholic and Jewish work ethics). In a
region of such beauty, it could be considered
sinful not to take time for the lakes, rivers,
woods and campgrounds all around us.

Summer gives us permission to slow
down and enjoy the beautiful world, guilt-
free. Surely God smiles when we put away
the planner and get out the beach chairs.
There’s a time for work and a time for play.
Guess which time we’re in right now?

As for baseball, consider it an invitation
to slow down and play ball, whatever that
means for you.

West Michigan Whitecaps pitcher Matt Davenport delivers a pitch during a game against the Lake County (Ohio) Captains at Fifth Third
Ballpark. Columnist Charles Honey encourages readers to slow down this summer and enjoy the game. (Andrew Kuhn/MLive.com)

Summer sweetness: Time
to slow down, enjoy the game

Backwhenwewerekids,wecould just runoutside andplay.
Now,we’ve gotwork in our pockets— those infernal smartphones.

By Douglas Kindschi
Director of the Kaufman Interfaith
Institute at GVSU

Last week, we discussed Pope
Francis’ historic trip to the
Middle East accompanied by

his Jewish and Muslim friends
from Argentina, Rabbi Abraham
Skorka and Sheik Omar Abboud.

The trip was planned to take
place 50 years after the historic
visit to Jerusalem by the first
pope to visit Jerusalem since
biblical times. In 1964, while in
Jerusalem, Pope Paul VI met
with the ecumenical patriarch
Athenagoras, ending hundreds of
years of estrangement between
Catholic and Orthodox branches
of Christianity. Pope Francis
met with the current ecumeni-

cal patriarch,
Bartholomew,
including a
prayer service
inside the
Church of the
Holy Sepulchre.
That location
in many ways

symbolizes the division within
the Christian community, since
the church itself is divided into
three separate and often con-
tested parts controlled by Greek-
Orthodox, Armenian and Roman
Catholic authorities.

As I look back 50 years, I recall
the excitement of the ecumenical
efforts inspired by the Second
Vatican Council through the
leadership of Pope John XXIII

and his successor, Pope Paul
VI. I had been raised in a very
conservative Protestant church
that considered the “Catholics”
to be almost enemies and cer-
tainly not “real Christians.” In
my father’s family of 12 children,
it was considered a scandal
that three of his brothers had
married Catholics. After living
for a while in Germany, then
continuing my graduate studies
at the University of Wisconsin
in the 1960s, I had moved on to
a more mainstream Lutheran
church affiliation. As the spirit
of Christian unity grew, I still
vividly recall participating in an
ecumenical service in a Roman
Catholic church, standing next
to a nun (still in full habit in

those days), and singing together
Martin Luther’s famous hymn,
“A Mighty Fortress Is Our God.”

We can hope the days of ten-
sions and distrust have passed,
and that we can build on the
leadership of the pope and lead-
ers from other religious tradi-
tions to help all of us embrace
interfaith understanding. I find
hope in leaders who have shown
humility and openness while still
holding firm to their beliefs.

Of particular interest is an
interview with Billy Graham
in 2006 for a cover story in
Newsweek magazine. When
asked whether he believes heav-
en will be closed to good Jews,
Muslims, Buddhists, Hindus or
secular people, Graham said:

“Those are decisions only the
Lord will make. It would be fool-
ish for me to speculate on who
will be there and who won’t. ...
I don’t want to speculate about
all that. I believe the love of God
is absolute. He said he gave his
son for the whole world, and I
think he loves everybody regard-
less of what label they have.”

Pope Francis and Billy Graham
are both clearly committed to
their religious principles and
at the same time demonstrate
humility, respect and openness
to those with other faith perspec-
tives and practices. Let us hope
and pray for this emerging spirit
of “principled pluralism” in all of
our faith traditions.
Email: interfaith@gvsu.edu
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SNAP leader: Pope’s
plannedmeeting a
public relations ploy

The head of the Survivors
Network of Those Abused by
Priests said Pope Francis’s
plan to meet with abuse vic-
tims looks like “a public rela-
tions ploy.”

SNAP President Barbara
Blaine said the pope already
has all the information he
needs to remove priests who
abuse minors and bishops who
cover it up.

Francis’s upcoming meet-
ing with a half-dozen victims,
announced last week, is being
organized by Cardinal Sean
O’Malley, the archbishop of
Boston. O’Malley was instru-
mental in setting up a 2008
meeting between clergy sex-
abuse victims and Francis’ pre-
decessor, Pope Benedict XVI.
Blaine said that meeting didn’t
lead to meaningful action.

LEXINGTON, KY.

Son of late Kentucky
snake handler
recovering from bite

The son of a snake-handling
Kentucky preacher who died
from a snake bite said he is
recovering from his own rattle-
snake wound.

Cody Coots said he was bit-
ten on a finger as he removed
snakes from a cage last week.
The 21-year Coots said he
declined medical treatment
from an ambulance crew.
Instead, he said he relied on
prayer for healing.

Coots said he told the Lord
he wouldn’t go to the hospital.
He said his hand swelled and
he vomited repeatedly, but the
pain eventually left.

Coots is a fourth-generation
snake handler and had been
bitten five times before.

His father, Jamie Coots, died
of a snake bite in February.

FLORENCE, S.C.

Bible college president

faces forced labor charge
The president and founder

of Cathedral Bible College
faces federal charges he made
international students work
long hours with little pay by
threatening their legal status.

Local news outlets reported
bond was set at $250,000 at a
hearing for Reginald Wayne
Miller. Under the terms of his
bond, he is not allowed to visit
the college’s campus in Marion
or communicate with current
or former foreign students.

Miller’s attorney said his
friends and family would try to
raise the bond money.

Agents with Homeland
Security Investigations filed
a criminal complaint against
Miller, saying they have prob-
able cause to charge him with
forced labor, a felony that
carries a maximum prison
sentence of 20 years for each
count.
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