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WASHINGTON

Craig James joins
Family Research
Council
Former college football

broadcaster Craig James
has joined the conservative
Family Research Council,
where he said he will fight the
kind of “religious bigotry” he
blames for his firing by Fox
Sports after expressing oppo-
sition to gay marriage.
James, who will serve as an

assistant to council President
Tony Perkins, was a longtime
color commentator for ESPN.
He quit to run for the U.S.
Senate two years ago in Texas,
where he grew up and starred
at SMU. James finished fourth
in the Republican primary.
During a campaign debate,

James said he opposed gay
marriage and gay people
would one day “have to
answer to the Lord for their
actions.”
Fox Sports let him go, say-

ing he was a “polarizing fig-
ure” who had “abused a previ-
ous on-air position to further
a personal agenda.” James
has filed a complaint with the
TexasWorkforce Commission
accusing Fox of violating his
religious freedom.

BARTOW, FLA.

Pastorwho

attempted to burn

Qurans takes plea
A Florida pastor who

was arrested Sept. 11 while
attempting to burn 2,998
Qurans at a Polk County park
has accepted a plea agree-
ment that will prohibit him
from returning to the county
for six months.
As part of the April 8 plea

deal, prosecutors have agreed
to drop a felony charge of
unlawful conveyance of fuel
against Terry Jones.
On Sept. 11, Jones and

members of his congregation
in the DoveWorld Outreach
Ministries in Manatee County
entered theMulberry area
to burn Qurans in memory
of those who died in the 2001
terrorist attacks.

CHICAGO

Cardinal George

staying home for

treatment
Chicago Cardinal Francis

George will not travel to
Rome for the canonizations
of Pope John XXIII and Pope
John Paul II because of the
resumption of chemotherapy
to treat his cancer.
The 77-year-old spiritual

leader of the Archdiocese of
Chicago’s more than 2mil-
lion Roman Catholics was
released from the hospital
March 21 after being treated
for dehydration and flu-like
symptoms.
Treatment of the cancer

near his right kidney was
interrupted by the infection.

I n one of the Bible’s more cinematic passag-
es, in the Gospel of John, Mary Magdalene
peers weeping into the empty tomb where
Jesus had been buried. She sees two angels
sitting in there, clothed in white. They ask
her why she’s crying. “They have takenmy

Lord away,” she replies.
Then, she turns around and sees Jesus, only

she doesn’t know it’s him. She thinks he’s a gar-
dener. But when he calls her name, she cries out,
“Rabboni!” — Aramaic for teacher.
This remarkably vivid account is foundational

to the Easter story well-known to Christians. For
those who will celebrate Easter on Sunday, as
for Jews observing Passover, which continues
through Tuesday, such accounts of miracle and
wonder are part and parcel of their religious tra-
ditions.
Even in our age of increasing secular skepti-

cism, an overwhelmingmajority of us believe
in such seemingly unlikely phenomena. A 2008
Pew Research survey found 79 percent believe in
miracles— including 55 percent of the religiously
unaffiliated— and 68 percent believe in angels
and demons.
Yet, as science keeps peeling away fascinat-

ing new layers of what once wasmystery, many
doubters must ask: Where is the evidence? Do
miraculous things really happen, or are they a
misfiring of neurons? Are those who experience
them, both in and out of the Bible, just suffering
from amental disorder?
After all, religious skepticism is on the rise.

A new poll by the American Bible Society finds
19 percent of us are skeptical of the Bible— just
as many as those who believe it is the word of God
and read it regularly. “If the Bible says it, I believe
it” doesn’t wash as well these days.

HOWCANYOUEXPLAINANEXPERIENCE?
As one who has written about faith for 20 years

— and who has witnessed some of its more
extraordinary manifestations— allowme to say a
fewwords on behalf of miracles and other unlike-

ly events. I will start with an experience I had on a
bike a few years back.
I was riding the Old Kent Trail and stopped

for a rest on the trestle bridge spanning the
Grand River. Feelings of anxiety and insecurity
doggedme. I felt the need for some reassurance
that someone bigger than I was keeping track of
things. I looked out at the river and said to myself,
“So, what’s it all about, God?”
At that instant, a huge gust of wind roared

up, violently whooshing the trees on the far
riverbank. I laughed. It was like, “OK, message
received!”
Themost rational explanation here is a random

swell of wind that coincided with my thoughts,
easily interpreted as divine revelation. That could
be the case. It could also be the case that some-
thing extraordinary happened there, with mes-
sages received on both ends. But, of course, there
is no way to prove that — or disprove it.
It’s natural to ask what “really happened.” But

what are we asking, exactly: What really hap-
pened to the wind and trees, or what happened to
me?We’re used to regarding physical events as
reality. But was there not also a reality — indeed,
a truth— in what I experienced on the bridge?
Ormaybe, I just had a brief psychotic episode.

A recent paper out of HarvardMedical School
suggests the revelations of Moses, Jesus and
other biblical figures could be attributed to “pri-
mary or mood-disorder-associated psychotic dis-
orders.” Wow. MaybeMaryMagdalene was just
off her meds.

UNSEENDIMENSIONS
This report is referenced in a recent New York

Times op-ed by Barbara Ehrenreich, a best-selling
author and hard-core atheist. Ehrenreich recalls a
mystical experience she had at age 17 “that shook
my safely rationalist worldview.” Dismissing it
then as amomentary mental breakdown, she now
wonders whether she encountered something
real and extraordinary.
“Is science ready to take on the search for the

source of our most uncanny experiences?” writes
Ehrenreich, author of “LivingWith aWild God.”
Though she stands by her atheism, she urges
rationalists like herself to consider there may be
realities or beings beyond our normal pale.
Certainly, you don’t have to be a traditional

religious believer to sense there are dimensions
unseen to us, mysteries that defy scientific expla-
nation, miracles large and small we experience as
deeply true. My father, no religious traditionalist,
was sure he sensedmymother kiss him after her
death, accompanied by a rainbow of curtains.
I see no reason to contest the truth of his vision,

nor of those who see departed loved ones visit
them in dreams. There is arrogance in claiming
we can prove or disprove every felt experience.
The discoveries of science are breathtaking, but
we do well to humbly regard seeming wonders
andmiracles.
As Shakespeare’s Hamlet ably put it, “There are

more things in heaven and earth, Horatio, than
are dreamt of in your philosophy.”

MICHIGAN

In defense ofmiracles
and other unlikely events

By Douglas Kindschi
Director of the Kaufman Interfaith
Institute

For Christians, this period
between Palm Sunday
and Easter is called Holy

Week. Between these two
special Sundays, we find
Maundy Thursday and Good
Friday. In most years, Easter
is not celebrated in the
West on the same date as it
is by the Eastern Orthodox
Church, which uses the Julian
calendar rather than the
Gregorian.
According to the Christian

Scriptures, and as recorded by
all four Gospels, this was the

week Jesus
celebrated
the Passover
with his dis-
ciples. But
here again,
we have a
calendar
issue, since

the Jewish community
uses a lunar calendar that
doesn’t always agree with
the Gregorian calendar. This,
however, is one of those
years when all three calen-
dars agree. Passover began
Monday at sundown, and
the Eastern and theWestern
churches will celebrate Easter

this Sunday.
Unfortunately, it is not only

calendars that often are in
conflict at this time of year.
There is a history in Christian
communities of blaming the
Jews for the death of Jesus. A
friend of mine tells how, as a
young girl in school, her class-
mates would call her “Christ
killer,” a termwhich has a
long history traceable to the
Roman emperor Constantine
in the fourth century. The
concept even found its way
into the Catholic liturgy of
Good Friday where, until the
Second Vatican Council in
1962-65, theMass included

prayer for the “perfidious
Jews,” a term often defined
as treacherous or faithless. A
major turning point in church
doctrine was proclaimed
by Pope Paul VI in 1965
in the “Declaration on the
Relation of the Church to Non-
Christian Religions,” known
as “Nostra Aetate.”
As next year, we will

celebrate the 50th anniver-
sary of this most significant
declaration, it is good to be
reminded of the impact of this
document on how Christians
should relate to a world of
religious diversity. “Nostra
Aetate” addresses the whole

human race and its various
religions, specifically discuss-
ing Hinduism and Buddhism
in a call for “dialogue and col-
laboration ... with prudence
and love.” Islam is noted for
its recognition of Jesus as an
honored prophet, and the dec-
laration calls for all to “work
sincerely for mutual under-
standing and to preserve, as
well as to promote together
for the benefit of all man-
kind, social justice andmoral
welfare, as well as peace and
freedom.”
The declaration states the

death of Christ “cannot be
charged against all the Jews,

without distinction, then alive,
nor against the Jews of today.”
It notes the shared heritage
of the patriarchs, Moses and
the prophets, as well as the
shared revelation of the Old
Testament and the people
“with whomGod in His inex-
pressible mercy concluded
the Ancient Covenant.”
As we Christians observe

our HolyWeek, let it not be a
time of superiority, but a time
of repentance, thankfulness
and humility. In its conclu-
sion, “Nostra Aetate” quotes,
“He who does not love does
not knowGod” (1 John 4:8).
Email: interfaith@gvsu.edu

When and how dowe celebrate events of HolyWeek?

Kindschi
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Thousands of
pilgrims hold
candles as they
surround the empty
tomb where it is
believed Jesus
was buried, inside
the Church of the
Holy Sepulchre in
Jerusalem.
A belief in miracles,
such as the resur-
rection of Jesus
and the existence
of angels, are foun-
dational to many
faiths. Even in an
age of increasing
skepticism, a Pew
Research survey
showed 79 percent
of people — includ-
ing 55 percent of
the religiously unaf-
filiated — believe in
miracles. Charles
Honey explores
that phenomenon
in today’s column.
(AP files)

Charles
Honey
honeycharlesm@
gmail.com

arles
ney
eycharlesm@
ail.com

“Is science ready to take on the
search for the source of ourmost
uncanny experiences?”
BARBARA EHRENREICH, BEST-SELLING AUTHOR,
IN A RECENT NEW YORK TIMES OP-ED

Ç GO ONLINE
Visit MLive Media Group columnist Charles
Honey’s blog at soulmailing.com.


