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By Sam Lampe
Graduate Intern for the Kaufman
Interfaith Institute

Interfaith activist Chris
Stedman, executive direc-
tor of the Yale Humanist

Community, often says he found
an identity that affirmed his sec-
ular worldview and compassion
not from another humanist, but
from aMuslim.
During the events of Better

Together Day on April 14, the
poetic rhythm of Chris’s story
played out in each connection
that wasmade between students
of different religious and philo-
sophical traditions.
Themessage of Better

Together Day, which is celebrat-
ed on hundreds of campuses
across the country through inter-
faith events, says that we are bet-
ter when we come to know those
who are different from us.

By participating in activities
and signing the Better Together
Pledge, students commit to talk

to a person of
another reli-
gious or non-
religious back-
ground about
shared values.
As Interfaith

Youth Core
found, just hav-
ing one friend

from another religious or non-
religious community can build
understanding and increase cul-
tural competence.
As wemove forward from the

energy of Better Together Day,
how can we take this moment
and use it as a catalyst for action?
First, wemust recognize that

engaging in interfaith activi-
ties can be intimidating. Some
may feel it will cause tension in

their faith or non-faith identity.
However, we continuously find
individuals have a deepened
connection to their belief as they
respectfully engage in dialogue
across lines of religious and
secular perspectives.
Another commonmisconcep-

tion is believing you have to have
a firm religious or philosophical
conviction to participate in inter-
faith dialogue. Such dialogue
is based on stories, and having
a diverse range of stories only
enriches the conversation.
We have found that a way to

overcome hesitation to partici-
pate in interfaith dialogue is to
focus on the shared value of
service to others, which is found
in all religious and non-religious
traditions.
AsMahatma Gandhi, Hindu

leader of the non-violent libera-
tion of India, illustrated, “The

best way to find yourself is to
lose yourself in the service of
others.”
Better Together, Grand Valley

State University’s interfaith
student organization, has been
doing this as a part of the Year
of Interfaith Service. They have
partnered with local religious
communities, and inMarch, they
visited the At-Tawheed Islamic
Center.
During this Community

OutreachWeek event, students
learned about theMuslim faith
while helping to organize their
Community Food Pantry.
As we witnessed our new

friend become engulfed in emo-
tion listening to his favorite
prayer, students were able to see
the religion from a different van-
tage point.
During these experiences, the

conversation was not always

comfortable. However, students
grew from the opportunity
because they were present in
the moment, focused on shared
values, and were not fearful of
religious tension commonly por-
trayed in the media.
The emotion and passion of

the people of a tradition cannot
be felt in a conversation, but
was experienced by the students
as they collaborated in service
together.
Like Stedman, I have found

my identity and world view as
a Catholic by venturing out and
serving others.

—To learn more on how you
can participate in interfaith
service, contact the Kaufman
Interfaith Institute via email at
interfaith@gvsu.edu or follow
us on Facebook, Twitter and
Instagram: @GRinterfaith

Better together: Pledging tomove from dialogue to action
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BRUNSWICK, MAINE

ACLUscolds district
for discussing
intelligent design

The American Civil Liberties
Union of Maine has sent a
complaint to the Brunswick
school system, saying a fifth-
grade teacher discussed cre-
ationism and intelligent design
in his science class.
The ACLU’s letter alleges

Harriet Beecher Stowe
Elementary School teacher
Lou Sullivan “under the guise
of educating students about
‘astronomy’ ... improperly
injected his religious doctrine
into his science lessons.” The
letter says that was unconsti-
tutional and the school depart-
ment could be held liable.
Superintendent Paul

Perzanoski denied the ACLU’s
allegation and said the 26-year
veteran teacher was just
responding to a question from
a student who asked Sullivan
about his personal beliefs.

LOS ANGELES

Investigator claims
hewas hired to spy
A private detective arrested

two years ago inWisconsin
claims he spied for the Church
of Scientology on the father of
the church’s leader.
In 2013, Dwayne Powell told

police inWest Allis the church
paid him $10,000 a week over
18 months to spy full-time on
RonaldMiscavige Sr., who
had broken with the Southern
California-based church.
According to police reports,

Powell claimedMiscavige’s
son, David, wanted to make
sure his father didn’t divulge
details of church activities.
Powell said he went through
the father’s garbage and spied
on his emails and conversa-
tions.
A church statement calls

Powell’s allegations prepos-
terous and “an absolute bald-
faced lie.”
The police documents were

first obtained by the Los
Angeles Times.

LITTLE ROCK, ARKANSAS

Bill allows for display
of Ten Commandments

Arkansas Gov. Asa
Hutchinson has approved
legislation that will allow
amonument to the Ten
Commandments to be built
near the state Capitol.
Supporters of the pro-

posal have said the monument
would honor the role the
commandments have played
in the history of the nation’s
judicial system. Opponents
have criticized the move and
said it would amount to a state
endorsement of religion.
The location anddesign of the

monumentmust be approvedby
the secretary of state.
—The Associated Press

By Aron Heller
The Associated Press

When David Hershkoviz was a child, he
used to wake up in the middle of the night
to the sound of his mother screaming in her
sleep, knowing she was reliving the horrors
of the Holocaust.
In time, he learned of the traumatic war-

time experience that haunted her most—
being torn away from her ownmother at the
Auschwitz concentration camp’s selection
line, where at 21, she was forced into work
and her mother dispatched to death.
“That separation never left her,” said

Hershkoviz, 54, his voice quivering as he
choked back tears. “She said, ‘I thinkmy
mother is angry at me because I left her.
... Mymother never comes to me inmy
dreams. I haven’t dreamed about her since
we parted. How is that possible?”’
When his mother, Mindel, died two years

ago, he wanted to carry on her legacy by
bearing witness to the Holocaust. He found
help in a first-of-its-kind course teaching
the children of Holocaust survivors how to
ensure their parents’ stories live on.
Hershkoviz is one of 18 graduates of the

ShemOlam Institute’s inaugural four-month
“second-generation” course, where children
of survivors study the history of the horrors
their parents endured and how best to pass
it on. The program aims to usher in a new

stage of Holocaust commemoration in a
post-survivor era.
The German Nazis and their collaborators

murdered 6million Jews duringWorld
War II, wiping out a third of the world’s
Jewish population. Only a few hundred
thousand elderly survivors remain, and the
day is fast approaching when there will be
no one left to provide a coherent first-person
account of the ghettos and death camps.
With Israel marking its annual Holocaust

remembrance day this week, that has
become the central challenge for Holocaust
institutes around the world as they rush to
collect as many records and belongings as
possible before the live testimony of survi-
vors is a thing of the past.
ShemOlam looks to take this trend one

step further, by not only recording survi-
vors’ biographies, but also the emotional
experiences that can be relayed through
their children.
“We are here to give a different narrative

of the Holocaust. We’ve heard the story of
tragedy, we want to give the story of how
people coped inside this living hell,” said
AvrahamKrieger, the institute’s director.
Krieger, himself a child of survivors, said

the second generation grew up in homes
that were haunted by the past and where the
concept of a grandparent was nonexistent.
He believes in 100 years, when people

recall the Holocaust, they will be most
interested in how people lived rather than
how they died. He said it is his generation’s
responsibility to counter the myth of Jews
meekly marching to their deaths.
“The story of the Holocaust is how a per-

son copes in such an environment,” he said.
“An extreme reality, which has no parallel
in modern history, of people who are in
the most dire human situation and are still
maintaining their humanity, still maintain-
ing something from their values.”
Established in 1996, ShemOlam said it

looks to provide an alternative to the more
established Holocaust museums by provid-
ing the “story behind the story” and getting
beyond the victimization to focus on issues
of faith and resilience.
Besides finding a kinship with others who

shared a similar background, Hershkoviz
said the course helped him understand his
mother better.
She died at the age of 90 with 13 great-

grandchildren, and though her biography is
well chronicled, Hershkoviz is determined
to keep her “emotional experience” alive as
well.
“Themost significant thing I have to pass

on frommymom is survival and how she
built a new family,” he said. “I feel a respon-
sibility to tell her story. There is no one else
to do it.”

David Hershkoviz, center, listens to Avraham Krieger, the institute director of the Shem Olam Holocaust, as he speaks about the Torah scroll
from the Warsaw ghetto in Kfar Haroeh, Israel. Hershkoviz is among the children of Holocaust survivors that are learning the history to provide
first-hand accounts of the horror their parents lived through. (AP)

Sharing stories of survivors

“Themost significant thing I have to pass on frommymom is survival
andhowshebuilt a new family. I feel a responsibility to tell her story.”
DAVID HERSHKOVIZ, THE SON OF HOLOCAUST SURVIVORS

KFAR HAROEH, ISRAEL

Children of Holocaust victimsmake sure parents’ struggles are remembered


