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BEIJING

Underground
bishop of
Shanghai dies
Catholic groups say the

underground bishop of
Shanghai, Joseph Fan, has
died at age 97 following
decades of imprisonment and
house arrest.
The U.S.-based Cardinal

Kung Foundation says Fan
diedMarch 16 following a
brief illness. It says officials in
China’s financial hub turned
down a request to hold his
funeral at the city’s cathedral.
Fan was named Shanghai

bishop by John Paul II in
2000, but was refused rec-
ognition by the Communist
Party body overseeing the
church in China. Fan was
placed under house arrest
and another priest, Aloysius
Jin Luxian, was named as
bishop.

VATICAN CITY

Christians, Muslims

join against slavery

Christians andMuslims
have joined to try to help free
millions of men, women and
children who are held in mod-
ern-day slavery, being forced
to work as maids, prostitutes,
child soldiers and laborers.
The Global Freedom

Network launched last week
at the Vatican aims to eradi-
cate slavery by encouraging
governments, businesses,
educational and faith institu-
tions to rid their supply chains
of slave labor. The initiative
is the brainchild of billionaire
Australian miningmagnate
Andrew Forrest, who founded
theWalk Free Foundation in
2012 to mobilize a grass-roots
movement to end slavery.

BERLIN

Director and actors

defend Noahmovie

Director Darren Aronofsky
predicts controversy over the
movie “Noah” will disappear
once people start to see it.
At the European debut

of his $125million epic,
Aronofsky said he believes the
biblical story and its charac-
ters will resonate with mov-
iegoers regardless of their
religions.
The film, starring Russell

Crowe as the ark builder, has
prompted officials in Qatar,
Bahrain and the United Arab
Emirates to announce it won’t
be shown in their theaters
becauseMuslims believe it’s
wrong to depict a prophet.
In the U.S., conserva-

tive Christians convinced
Paramount Pictures to add a
disclaimer to its marketing
material saying that “artistic
license has been taken” in tell-
ing the story.
“Noah” will open in U.S.

theaters onMarch 28.

Y oumay think of the Internet as this
handy appliance that you use, sort of like
the way Andy Griffith would use the wall
phone with the help of Sarah the opera-
tor. Sarah would put him in touch with
Barney Fife, Helen Crump or anyone else

he needed, with a little gossip thrown in for good
measure.
But no, the Internet is a little more powerful

than a phone call, experts tell us. It is more like
Niagara Falls, a mighty avalanche of information.
Soon, it will be more like electricity, support-
ing everything we do without our even thinking
about it.
Which could lead a thoughtful person to ask:

Is the Internet part of my life, or am I part of the
Internet?
This question is of more than academic inter-

est to me. Unlike some of mymore tech-friendly
friends, I am only friends with the Internet — and
the technology that connects me to it —when it
is servingmewell. When it causes me trouble, I
despise it with a passion and start using words
mymother would not have approved of.
I don’t believe the Internet is an unalloyed good,

the millennial version of the printing press that
will liberate us from the bondage of ignorance
andmenial toil. It is morally neutral, to be used
for good or ill depending on the user.
Findingmedical help in a strange town: good.

Encouraging suicidal strangers online to com-
plete the act: bad.
It absolutely has opened up wonderful means

of communication and connection. I like a
Facebook comment onmy birthday as well as
the next person. But as we becomemore continu-
ously connected with each passing day, I have to
wonder: How is this affecting who we are? The
more connected we become— to the Internet
and to each other—where do our souls reside,
exactly?
This presumes the reality of the soul, an indi-

vidual spiritual self, whichmay be a fading notion.
If you could upload your brain to a robot’s head,

would your soul go with it? By the way, a Russian
millionaire named Dmitry Itskov actually is try-
ing to do this. He wants to create human-brained
avatars, thus curing hunger, mortality and, I
gather, the need for prostate exams.

‘THE FUTUREOFTHEWORLDWIDEWEB’
But I digress. Let’s return to Niagara Falls and

electricity, analogies raised on a recent episode of
“The Diane Rehm Show,” called “The Future of the
WorldWideWeb.” Its expert guests told of things
that mademe shiver with excitement and dread.
Vint Cerf, considered the father of the Internet

and now chief internet evangelist for Google—
no, he’s really called that — spoke of the explosion
of online activity once people realized they could
surf theWeb and share its riches with each other.
“And so this avalanche of content just flowed

into the network. It was Niagara,” Cerf said. “I
was so surprised that people wanted to share so
much information with each other, and it’s still
true today.”
No kidding. I’ve spent whole evenings with

people who are at least as interested in their
smartphones as they are in me. Maybe if I were a
little smarter I could keep their attention.
Looking down the road, Cerf predicted an

“Internet of things,” where not just your phone
will be smart but your household appliances:
“things in the office, in the car, things we carry,

things that we actually have on our bodies, or
maybe even in our bodies, will be part of this
online environment.”
We’re already well on our way to smart cars,

which I am all for. Anything that can drive better
than your average human has got to be good for
us. But “even in our bodies” gives me pause. If I’m
getting 10 message-alert “boinks” an hour from
my phone now, getting boinks right in my brain
would drive me bonkers in no time.
Lee Rainie, director of the Pew Internet and

American Life Project, said other experts see the
Internet becoming like electricity, a power that
flows so constantly through our lives that we only
notice it when it’s down.
“There’ll be fewer people in 2025, who actually

think, on a day-to-day basis, ‘I’m on the Internet
today,’” Rainie said. “Manymore people will
actually be wearing the Internet, driving in the
Internet, walking into rooms with the Internet.”
He added, “the environment itself will be feeding
lots of information, understanding lots of infor-
mation.”
In other words, information will be the ether in

which we live. We’ll be steeped in a data-driven
environment, and the environment will under-
stand.
It sounds a lot like HAL, the all-controlling

computer of “2001: A Space Odyssey,” or, worse
yet, “In the Year 2525,” that apocalyptic pop hit
of 1969 that warned of technology taking over all
human function.
“God is gonna shake His mighty head,” warned

singers Zager and Evans. “He’ll either say, ‘I’m
pleased where man has been,’ or tear it down and
start again.”
Let’s not get carried away here. With apologies

to local bands who cover it, this was a pretty silly
song. After all, nobody’s getting his dinner popped
from a laptop yet.
Still, let’s not get carried away by the Internet

either. It might be as powerful as Niagara Falls,
but we all knowwhat happens when people let
their boats float too far down that river.

Lee Rainie,
director of the
Pew Internet
and American
Life Project,
said on a recent
episode of “The
Diane Rehm
Show” that in
the future, the
Internet will not
only be at our
fingertips and
in our smart-
phones, but so
much a part of
our lives that we
will only notice
it when it’s
down. Columnist
Charles Honey
reflects on the
spiritual price of
this level of
connection.
(AP files)

What does the Internet do to our souls?

“Manymorepeoplewill actually bewearing the Internet,
driving in the Internet,walking into roomswith the Internet.”
LEE RAINIE, DIRECTOR OF THE PEW INTERNET AND AMERICAN LIFE PROJECT

Note: This column is coor-
dinated by Douglas Kindschi,
director of the Kaufman
Interfaith Institute at Grand
Valley State University.

By Douglas Kindschi

Last week, I wrote about
my visit to the Al Amana
Centre in Oman andmen-
tioned how I learned about
the center fromDavid Ford, of
Cambridge University. Ford
has shared his wisdom about
interfaith relations in Oman
and soon will do so inWest
Michigan. I hope his listeners
here will learn from and act
upon his insights.

When Ford
was invited
to lecture at
the Grand
Mosque in
Muscat, the
capital of
Oman, his
talk was titled
“AMuscat

Manifesto.” He began with
quotes from Proverbs in
the Hebrew Bible: “Wisdom
cries out in the street; in the
squares she raises her voice. ...
For wisdom is better than jew-
els, and all that youmay desire
cannot compare with her.”
His call for wisdom in this

time of suspicion, confronta-

tion and conflict begins with
searching deeply in our scrip-
tures and traditions. But along
with this is the willingness to
learn from other faith tradi-
tions. Then, together, wemust
work for the common good of
the world. The result can be
more wisdom, compassion
and peace.
I am especially honored

Ford included Grand Rapids
on his current U.S. tour. He is
the regius professor of divin-
ity at Cambridge University
and the founder and director
of the Cambridge Inter-Faith
Programme. Ford is a lead-
ing figure in the interfaith
world and is author of more

than 10 books, including “The
Future of Christian Theology,”
“ChristianWisdom: Desiring
God and Learning in Love,”
and “Shaping Theology:
Engagements in a Religious
and SecularWorld.” He has
lectured throughout the
world on interfaith themes
and is one of the founders
of Scriptural Reasoning, a
practice of reading scripture
in small groups representing
different faith traditions.
While in Muscat, he left his

audience with a challenge,
which I now propose as a goal
for our efforts here inWest
Michigan.
Let us aim to:

•Love God and each other
and have compassion for all
God’s creation.
•Go deeper into our own

faith, into each other’s and
into commitment to the com-
mon good.
•Seek wisdom through

our own scripture, history
and theology, through each
other’s and through engage-
ment with the arts, sciences,
philosophy and other sources
of wisdom.
•Beware of conforming to

modernity and of rejecting it;
seek to heal and transform it.
•Form personal relation-

ships, groups, networks and
organizations dedicated to

interfaith conversation, col-
laboration and education at
all levels, from international
to local.
•Encourage the best com-

municators, artists, writers
and teachers to spread the
message of love of God and
neighbor, drawing on the rich-
est sources.
•Cultivate a long-term

vision of a habitable world,
created and sustained by God
for the good of all.
•Create signs of hope

within and among our faiths.
•Do all this for the sake

of God and God’s good
purposes.
Email: interfaith@gvsu.edu

Sharing ‘MuscatManifesto’ for aMichigan audience

Kindschi

INTERFAITH INSIGHTS

MICHIGAN

Charles
Honey
honeycharlesm@
gmail.com

arles
ney
eycharlesm@
ail.com

Ç GO ONLINE
Visit MLive Media Group columnist Charles
Honey’s blog at soulmailing.com.


