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NASHVILLE, TENN.

Nun gets nearly
3 years in prison
for nuke protest
An 84-year-old nun has

been sentenced to nearly
three years in prison for
breaking into and defacing a
storage bunker holding bomb-
grade uranium in a peace
protest at a Tennessee
weapons plant.
Sister Megan Rice was sen-

tenced Feb. 18, along with two
menwho each were
sentenced to more than five
years in prison.
The three activists cut

through three fences on July
28, 2012, and reached a stor-
age bunker that holds the
nation’s primary supply of
bomb-grade uranium. They
paintedmessages, hung
banners and threw blood on
the bunker wall.
While officials claimed

there never was any danger of
the protesters reachingmate-
rials that could be detonated
or used to assemble a dirty
bomb, the break-in raised
questions about security.

MIDDLESBORO, KY.

Pastorwho died

of rattlesnake bite

remembered
A snake-handling pastor

in Kentucky who died after
being bitten by one of the ser-
pents during a church service
has been remembered fondly
at a memorial service.
Jamie Coots was known

for his role on the National
Geographic television reality
show “Snake Salvation.” But
a family friend remembered
him last week for his “great
faith” and tolerance of others.
Bill Bisceglia, of Middlesboro,
said the 42-year-old Coots
didn’t argue with people who
didn’t agree with him but
maintained his own beliefs.

NOVI

Over 3 days,

volunteers pack

2millionmeals
ADetroit-area pastor’s

vision of guiding thousands of
volunteers to pack 2million
meals over a three-day week-
end has come true.
The Rev. Brad Powell said it

was better than he imagined.
His 2MillionMeals effort
reached its goal Feb. 16.
The seven digits were

displayed on an oversized
video screen and volunteers
cheered and danced to the
sports-arena anthem “Rock &
Roll, Part 2.”
In all, 8,810 volunteers—

working in 11 two-hour shifts
— packed 2,029,536meals
from Feb. 14 to 16.
The food is a mixture of

rice, soy, dehydrated veg-
etables and 21 vitamins and
minerals. It will be shipped
to El Salvador, Haiti and the
Philippines, where it can pro-
vide onemeal a day for a year
to 5,560 children.

Catholic andCRCassemblies
gather to celebrate
their 100th anniversaries

T his is a tale of two churches:
the Shrine of St. Francis Xavier
& Our Lady of Guadalupe, a
mostly Hispanic Catholic par-

ish; andMadison Square Church, a
diverse Christian Reformed Church
congregation. Both serve Southeast
Grand Rapids, both turn 100 this
year, and both decided to celebrate
the happy anniversary together.
These are congregations deeply

rooted in their respective traditions
and, in worshipping together, they
quietly cross historical lines of suspi-
cion and insularity.

JOININGFORASHWEDNESDAY
The good people of St. Francis

Xavier andMadison Square Church
will jointly observe AshWednesday
onMarch 5 to mark the beginning
of Lent. Worshippers will have
their foreheads smudged with the
mixed ashes of their members’
written prayers and confessions.
And, in acknowledging their journey
from dust to dust, they will implicitly
proclaim the Christian faith they
share far outweighs the divisions of
denomination and culture.
“I think it comes fromGod,” said

the Rev. Jose Luis Quintana, of St.
Francis Xavier. “God has a plan.”
If so, the plan seems to involve cel-

ebrating the big things in common
and not fussing about differences. As

usual, it might have been God’s idea,
but it was done through people.
Ken and Claudie Vos are longtime

members of Madison Square Church
who also take part in St. Francis
Xavier healingMasses. Claudie’s
son, Peter Baldwin, and his wife,
Michelle, are members of St. Francis,
and their children are altar servers.
So it was natural that, at a meet-
ing for the healingMass, Ken and
Claudie suggested a joint centennial.
Thus, the AshWednesday com-

bined service at St. Francis Xavier.
That service, along with two pulpit
and choir exchanges the churches
have held, honor their histories in
theMadison-Hall neighborhood.
Both were founded in 1914—

St. Francis Xavier by Irish Catholics,
Madison Square by Dutch Calvinists.
Since then, their congregations have
changed in makeup, as has their
neighborhood, thoughmany travel
long distances for worship. They are
a half-mile from each other between
Hall and Burton streets SE, sepa-
rated by railroad tracks but united in
service to their economically
struggling neighbors.
St. Francis Xavier holds three

Spanish-speakingMasses and one
in English each weekend; Madison
Square is a vibrant mix of whites,
African-Americans, Asians and

Hispanics. Both embrace charismat-
ic worship styles. Plenty in common
there to celebrate, the pastors say.
“We’re bothmultiethnic,” said

the Rev. David Beelen, of Madison
Square. “We’re both alive to the Holy
Spirit. We both stayed in the same
community for 100 years.”
“We both have a love for this

neighborhood,” Quintana said. “We
are here, and we plan to stay here.”
Catholic-CRC relations historically

have not been great— thoughmany
members have worked together in
soup kitchens and other efforts. It
was not until 2006 the CRC lifted a
church doctrine’s rejection of the
Mass as a “condemnable idolatry.”

LEARNINGFROMEACHOTHER
Beelen said he grew up “implic-

itly” being taught anti-Catholicism
by the church, though not by his
parents, and that there still are
“Protestant assumptions, naivete

and ignorance about Catholics.”
But in his 31-year ministry, he has

come to appreciate Catholic teach-
ing. For 18 years, he took spiritual
direction from a Catholic sister
at a Franciscan retreat center in
Wisconsin. He sees similarities
between the churches, such as the
way families are structured, the role
church plays in their lives and an
emphasis on religious schooling.
Significant differences remain,

notably the understanding and
practice of Holy Communion.When
Beelen recently preached at St.
Francis Xavier, accompanied by the
choir, he clearly signaled to them the
Communion was for Catholics only.
Yet by expressing hope that, one day,
they could gather at the table as one,
Quintanamade the CRC folks feel
“we could have a vision for Thomas
Aquinas and John Calvin up in heav-
en praying for us,” Beelen said.

SHARINGGRIEF
At that Feb. 9 service, Catholic and

CRC faithful comforted the griev-
ing children and relatives of four
mothers killed in a Jan. 31 car crash
in Casnovia Township. St. Francis
Xavier helped raise funds for the
families.
In Quintana’s tears as he received

offerings, in theMadison Square
choir’s soulful songs and in the choir
director’s embrace of grief-stricken
family members, surely, more was
said about the Christian faith than
these churches could have said
separately.
May their mutual celebration con-

tinue far beyond their 100th year.

David Beelen, right, senior pastor of Madison Square Church, leads his congregation in praying over the Rev. Jose Luis Quintana. Quintana is a priest at the
Shrine of St. Francis Xavier & Our Lady of Guadalupe, a mostly Hispanic Catholic parish. The two Southeast Grand Rapids neighborhood churches will turn 100
this year, and they decided to celebrate the milestone together. (Courtesy/Bill Wiarda, Madison Square Church)

Neighborchurches joinhands

“We’re bothmultiethnic.We’re both alive to theHoly Spirit.
We both stayed in the same community for 100 years.”
THE REV. DAVID BEELEN, OF MADISON SQUARE CHURCH. REGARDING COMMON GROUND WITH THE SHRINE OF ST. FRANCIS XAVIER CHURCH

By Douglas Kindschi
Director of the Kaufman Interfaith
Institute at GVSU

Recently, I heard Grand
Rapids Mayor George
Heartwell and Kevin Belk,

chief of police, talk about
the problem of violence and
how it is the responsibility
of the whole community to
reduce such activity in our
city. They said it is not enough
to follow up after a crime has
been committed to find the
perpetrators and bring them
to justice. The more effective
way is prevention, and this is

best accom-
plished when
we have an
environment
where each
person can
flourish.
I found

it interest-
ing both speakers quoted
the prophet Jeremiah.
Since they were speaking
in a church setting, I guess
their quotes were not all that
surprising.
Jeremiah was writing in the

midst of the Hebrew captivity

in Babylon. The prophet urges
the people to build houses,
plant gardens and have fami-
lies:
“Seek the welfare of the city

where I have sent you into
exile, and pray to the Lord on
its behalf, for in its welfare,
you will find your welfare.”
(Jeremiah 29:7)
Indeed, it is in the welfare

of the city and our communi-
ties that we each find our own
welfare. A city that supports
education and families is a
city in which each person also
can flourish.

This same passage was
quoted by Rabbi Lord
Jonathan Sacks, former chief
rabbi of Great Britain, in the
Erasmus Lecture he gave
recently in New York City. He
was speaking in the context
of our increasingly secular-
ized world, in which our faith
communities may become
aminority. He urged us to
continue our commitments
and beliefs and even seek the
welfare of those who do not
share our faith identity or
have no faith. When one has
nothing bigger than self to live

for, it leads to a culture of self-
ishness and, ultimately, one
without hope for the future. It
is the faithful minorities who
maintain the vision and hope
for the future.
The challenge for the inter-

faith community is not to
seek to make everyone like
oneself. It is to affirm our
various visions for the future
and seek the particularity of
love as expressed by our vari-
ous religious traditions. We
might even feel like a minority
within our own faith tradi-
tions or denominations, yet

our challenge is to seek the
welfare of all, even— or espe-
cially — those who do not see
things through the same lens
we do. Just caring for people
we identify with in terms of
race, economic status or reli-
gious affiliation is not seeking
the welfare of the entire
community.
Wemust keep the faith,

maintain hope and seek that
all may flourish. It is the chal-
lenge we face as individuals
and as faith communities.

Email: interfaith@gvsu.edu

City and faith groupsmust seek thewelfare of everyone

Kindschi
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