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By Ursula Watson
The Associated Press

M etro Detroit is seeing an increase in
immigration because of the turmoil
in the Middle East, straining commu-
nity services.

With more than 400 Iraqi refugees,
mainly Chaldeans, arriving eachmonth,
the Chaldean Community Foundation
faces a growing demand for its services. It
recently started construction on a $3mil-
lion Chaldean community center in Sterling
Heights, one of the first cities where many
immigrants arrive.
Since 2007, more than 30,000 of these

refugees have enteredMichigan seeking
citizenship, said Martin Manna, president
of the Chaldean American Chamber of
Commerce in Southfield. Recent immi-
grants have been forced from their home-
land by the Iraq war, the Syrian civil war
and the rise of ISIS, the militant Islamic
State of Iraq and Syria.
Since the U.S. invasion of Iraq in 2003,

and continuing with ISIS, more than two-
thirds (800,000) of Iraq’s Christian popula-
tion has fled because of religious persecu-
tion and is displaced as refugees all over the
world.
“Iraq is losing most of its Christians, such

as Chaldeans, Assyrians ... andmany come
to this country,” said May Seikaly, an associ-
ate professor of modern social history of the
Middle East atWayne State University.
Additionally, many refugees from Syria

are expected inMichigan in the next few
years, as Metro Detroit is home to the
second-largest Chaldean community in the
world.

Many of the estimated 130,000 live in
Macomb County in communities such as
Sterling Heights, Warren andMadison
Heights.
The 11,500-square-foot community center

project at 15 Mile and Ryan will replace a
2,400-square-foot building nearby and offer
social services to Chaldean refugees, most of
whom are relocating from Iraq.
Manna said the need to expand is immedi-

ate.
“We were planning to service 400 people

just within the first year, and almost 4,000
walked through,” Manna said.
“Now that number exceeds 15,000 people

a year. All of the services are geared to help
them after their first eight months of fed-
eral assistance (Department of Health and
Human Services) runs out.”
The history of Chaldeans spans more than

5,000 years, dating back toMesopotamia,
which includes all of modern-day Iraq.
Chaldeans are not Arabs; their language is
Aramaic, and they are Christians.
“Chaldeans are one of the Iraqi Christian

groups,” Seikaly said. “Chaldeans are a
Catholic-Christian denomination; in other
words, they follow the pope. The Chaldeans
are prominent in Michigan and are better
known and seen.”

SERVICESFOUNDATIONOFFERS
Through a partnership withMacomb

Community College, the Chaldean
Community Foundation offers English class-
es and provides job placement, housing, free
medical andmental health services, aid in
filing applications to become naturalized
citizens andmore.

“They need that support; many have
endured trauma,” said Sharon Hannawa,
foundation programmanager.
Five Iraqi Christians refugees living in

Michigan shared their stories of leaving
behind family members, homes and careers,
in order to find peace and religious freedom
during an event hosted in October by New
Detroit’s Multicultural Leadership Series in
West Bloomfield.
Hannawa said many of the foundation’s

programs, funded through theMichigan
Department of Community Health, are
geared to help Chaldean refugees, but they
will assist anyone who comes through the
door. While most services are offered at the
Sterling Heights location, some are provided
at the foundation’s office in Southfield.
Hannawa said 15 percent of refugees the

foundation helps are Arabic, Bosnian or
Vietnamese.
None of the refugees who spoke in

October wanted to use their names, fearing
for the lives of those they left behind. They
talked of family members being held for
ransom ormurdered, their homes being
bombed and being forced out of their jobs.
One woman, a former nurse and an

instructor at the University of Baghdad in
Iraq, said she was forced out of her teaching
position because she is Christian.
She, like many of her fellow refugees, is

educated and has work experience that is
not recognized in the U.S.
Seikaly said the Chaldean community is

cohesive in many ways but is not a monolith.
“They havemany classes among them.

There is a strata that is very wealthy,”
Seikaly said.

Chaldean Community Foundation program manager Sharon Hannawa, right, hands a tissue to a refugee in West Bloomfield as she gets
emotional while talking about her daughters almost being kidnapped by terrorist in her hometown of Baghdad. (AP)

Detroit’s Chaldean foundation
expands services for refugees

“Wewereplanning to service 400people justwithin the first year,
and almost 4,000walked through.”
MARTIN MANNA, PRESIDENT OF THE CHALDEAN AMERICAN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE IN SOUTHFIELD

By Douglas Kindschi
Director of the Kaufman Interfaith
Institute at GVSU

A t this time of the year,
shopping seems to be our
culture’s most important

pursuit. David Brooks, New York
Times columnist, explores the
issue in a talk that he gave last
summer at the Aspen Institute’s
Ideas Festival. It is not just the
problem of living for pleasure or
for possessions. For Brooks, it is
the tension between “resume vir-
tues” and “eulogy virtues.”
What you put on your resume

are your accomplishments, your
skills and your honors. The
virtues that could be included

in your eulogy
are much
deeper: “Who
are you in your
depth?What
is the nature of
your relation-
ships? Are you
bold, loving,

dependable, consistent?” Brooks
acknowledges that most of us,
himself included, thinkmore
about the resume virtues.
Brooks summarizes Rabbi

Joseph Soloveitchik, who said
there are two sides of our
natures, Adam I and Adam II.
“Adam I wants to build, cre-

ate, use, start things. ... Adam II

wants to embody certain moral
qualities, to have a serene inner
character, not only to do good but
to be good. ... Adam I, the resume
Adam, wants to conquer the
world. ... Adam II wants to obey
a calling and serve the world.
Adam I asks how things work,
Adam II asks why things exist
and what ... we’re here for.”
Brooks describes five quali-

ties that develop our being. The
first is love. It could be love for a
cause, a person or love for God.
Love reminds us that there is
something outside the self; it
“de-centers the self.” The second
quality is suffering. While we
plan for things that will make us

happy, suffering forms us.
“Like love, suffering exposes

our lack of control over our lives.
… It encourages deep introspec-
tion and equips us with a moral
calling.”
The third quality is the inter-

nal struggle that occurs when we
face our weaknesses, or internal
demons, and seek to conquer
them. Fourth is obedience to a
call or a cause outside oneself.
The fifth quality is acceptance
that one belongs to a human
transcendent community. It is a
kind of grace that is unmerited
and unearned.
In a recent TED talk at bit.ly/

brooks-talk, Brooks made simi-

lar points and concluded with a
quote from theologian Reinhold
Niebuhr: “Nothing that is worth
doing can be achieved in our
lifetime; therefore wemust be
saved by hope. Nothing which is
true or beautiful or goodmakes
complete sense in any immediate
context of history; therefore we
must be saved by faith. Nothing
we do, however virtuous, can be
accomplished alone; therefore
wemust be saved by love.”
As wemove through this sea-

son of madness, it is my hope
that possessions do not consume
us. May we seekmeaning, pur-
pose and love.
Email: interfaith@gvsu.edu
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FERGUSON, MO.

Clergy pray for
peace and recovery
Religious leaders in

Ferguson, Missouri, said they
were appalled at the violence
that erupted after a grand jury
decided not to indict a white
police officer who fatally shot
18-year-old Michael Brown.
Some local clergy joined

FergusonMayor James
Knowles at a news conference
last week.
Baptist Pastor Timothy

Woods said they condemn the
arson and looting that badly
damagedmore than a dozen
businesses.
Evangelist Vivian Dudley

said more than 800 local
ministers and people of faith
were uniting in prayer for
Ferguson’s peace and recov-
ery. She led a prayer from the
podium, asking God to lead the
community to repentance and
“spiritual renewal.”

COLUMBIA, MO.

Missouri students want
religious policy change
A student group asked the

University of Missouri to
strengthen a classroom policy
to ensure professors accom-
modate students who have
to miss class for a religious
holiday.
TheMissouri Student

Association, after meeting with
Thalia Sass, president of the
Jewish Student Organization
at MU, presented the fac-
ulty council with a proposed
change that would obligate fac-
ulty to make religious allow-
ances.
The current rules only

encourage professors to
excuse students from classes,
tests or activities because of
religious obligations.
Student leaders say the

change is needed because
some students have problems
with their professors without a
mandate in place.

DENVER

Colorado court upholds
Day of Prayer
proclamations

The Colorado Supreme
Court is upholding the gov-
ernor’s right to issue Day of
Prayer proclamations.
Monday’s ruling reverses

a 2012 appeals court decision
that found that the procla-
mations unconstitutionally
favored the religious over the
non-religious.
The Colorado Supreme

Court found opponents of
the proclamations don’t have
the right to sue because they
weren’t forced to participate
in the day of prayer and didn’t
suffer any negative conse-
quences from the government.
The court also said the

plaintiffs didn’t suffer “psychic
harm” frommedia coverage of
the prayer proclamations.
Congress established a

National Day of Prayer in 1952,
andmost states hold days of
prayers to coincide with it.
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