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A
nita Eerdmans has been named
as the third president and pub-
lisher of theWilliam B. Eerdmans
Publishing Co., a 103-year-old
Christian book publisher.
Anita Eerdmans is the wife of

William B. (Bill) Eerdmans, who is stepping
away from his role as president and pub-
lisher of the company his father, William B.
Eerdmans Sr., founded in 1911.
Bill Eerdmans, who has been president

and publisher since 1963, will assume the
role of board chairman at the family-owned
company, according to a news release. He
has been a company employee since age 13.
Anita Eerdmans, a company employee

since 1974 and Bill Eerdmans’ wife since
1976, was vice president of Marketing and of
Eerdmans Books for Young Readers.
She will be only the third president/pub-

lisher in the company’s history.
“I’m ever grateful for the lot that has

fallen to me, that of followingmy father in
steering this company to the prominence it
has enjoyed at the hands of its authors, fel-
lowworkers, and the world near and far of
booksellers and publishing colleagues,” Bill
Eerdmans said.
“It’s been exciting and inspiring. I am

truly blessed in having as my successor my
wife, Anita, who has, throughout our nearly

40 years of partnership, proven worthy
of every confidence to further pursue our
broad range of publishing interests.”
Anita Eerdmans began her career in the

Eerdmans editorial department in 1974
before transitioning into the marketing

department she now leads.
“Since 2006 she has also been responsible

for the children’s imprint Eerdmans Books
for Young Readers, which she has led to
national prominence, publishing titles that
have won such prestigious national awards
as the Caldecott Honor Award for illustra-
tion, the Batchelder Award for translation,
and the Schneider Family Award for books
about disability, all given by the American
Library Association,” the company’s
announcement said.
During his tenure, Bill Eerdmans

expanded the company’s titles beyond its
Reformed Protestant roots to encompass
books by Roman Catholic, Orthodox, Jewish
and other authors, as well as many books on
ecumenical and interfaith dialogue.
Eerdmans was the first American

publisher to open its doors to Bishop
Desmond Tutu with “Crying in the
Wilderness: The Struggle for Justice in
South Africa” in 1982.
Christian feminism found a home at

Eerdmans with titles such as “What’s Right
with Feminism” in 1986. “The Naked Public
Square” (1984), by Richard John Neuhaus,
explored the relationship between church
and state, and the controversial “The Fourth
Day, “ by then-Calvin professor Howard Van
Till, prompted accusations of heresy on

SEE EERDMANS, B2

Anita Eerdmans was named the president and publisher of William B. Eerdmans Publishing Co. She succeeds her husband, Bill, who ran the
company since 1963 and is assuming the position as board chairman. (Submitted photo)

Bill Eerdmans has been president and pub-
lisher of the 103-year-old Wm. B. Eerdmans
Publishing Co. since 1963. He is assuming
the title of board chairman.

Newchapter in family legacy

“It’s beenexciting and inspiring.”
WILLIAM B. EERDMANS, WHO IS STEPPING AWAY FROM HIS ROLE OF PRESIDENT AND PUBLISHER OF HIS COMPANY

With the right amount of
warmth, citizens can function
peacefully, benevolently

By Venerable Deokwun
Russell Pitts
Abbot of Grand Rapids Zen Center
and Buddhist Temple

Now that winter officially is
here, most of us just want
to be warm.Why is being

warm so important? Because we
need warmth to survive.
The enzymes and proteins that

fuel our biology require heat.
And not just any heat. Our bod-

ies need an ideal temperature
(98.6 degrees) for optimum func-
tion. In other words, without the
right amount of heat, we can’t
survive.
And why is “warmth” such

a comforting word? Think of

the ways you
use warm to
describe some-
thing: a warm
heart, warm
hands, warm
welcome, just to
name three.
Why does that

word affect us
the way it does?

Just as the individuals who
make up the community require
a specific amount of warmth, so
does the community itself.
For it to survive, it too must

maintain the right amount of
warmth.
If its citizens are too enflamed

by war, disease, poverty, intoler-
ance, the society cannot function.
If it freezes with indifference,

ambivalence, apathy it cannot
function.
With just the right amount

of warmth, the community and
its citizens function together
harmoniously, peacefully and
benevolently.
How does a community gener-

ate warmth? Generosity.
Generosity puts us right in the

middle of our community and it
asks that we do something for
another.
When we do, our generosity

helps stoke the heat and gener-
ate the warmth that is so impor-
tant to our community.
In my tradition, the Buddhist

faith, we are asked to perfect
six specific practices and one of
them is generosity.
But we are no different than all

the faith traditions.
Our Jewish brothers and sis-

ters can look to the Talmud: “Just
as the Lord clothes the naked as
He did with Adam, so you clothe
the naked; just as the Lord visits

the sick as He did with Abraham,
so you visit the sick; just as the
Lord comforts the bereaved as
He did with Isaac, so you comfort
the bereaved.”

From ourMuslim neighbors
we learn from one Hadith that
Abu Hurairah related: “The
Prophet (peace and blessings
be upon him) said: ’Whosoever
alleviates (the) lot of a destitute
person, Allah will alleviate his lot
in this world and the next.”
Christians find the imperative

for generosity in Timothy:
“Command them to do good, to

be rich in good deeds, and to be
generous and willing to share.”
If wewant this community to

generate the kind of warmth that
we need to function properly, to
live togetherwith kindness, love,
compassion and joy, wemust
warm itwith the fire of generosity.
Email: interfaith@gvsu.edu
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Atheist group
challenging Florida
prayer vigil

The American Center for
Law& Justice (ACLJ), which
focuses on constitutional law,
said this week it has agreed
to represent the City of Ocala,
Florida in a federal lawsuit by
an atheist organization for its
support of a community prayer
vigil in response to recent
shootings that left young chil-
dren injured.
The American Humanist

Association (AHA) and four
individual atheists have
taken aim at the City of Ocala
because of the decision of
Ocala’s Chief of Police to pub-
licly support a community
prayer vigil aimed at develop-
ing unity and seeking justice
in the wake of a spree of shoot-
ings that injured several small
children in Ocala.
“Rather than concocting

a constitutional crisis, these
plaintiffs should be applauding
the efforts of law enforcement
officers to engage with the citi-
zenry to make the community
safer for all residents,” said
David French, ACLJ Senior
Counsel.
The AHA filed its federal

lawsuit in November, claiming
the City and its officials vio-
lated the Establishment Clause
of the First Amendment by
supporting the community
prayer vigil.

WASHINGTON

Poll shows cards, gifts
cross religious lines
Christmastime is here and a

newpoll reveals the cards and
gifts that are part of celebrating
the holiday are ubiquitous, even
among thosewho don’t share
the Christian beliefs behind the
story of theMagiwho gave the
first Christmas gifts.
According to the Associated

Press-GfK poll, 77 percent of
Americans plan to exchange
gifts this holiday season and
48 percent will send greet-
ing cards. The gift-giving
set includes about 8 in 10
Christians and 73 percent of
those who say they have no
religious beliefs.
Greeting cards also cross

denominational lines, with 53
percent of Protestants, 55 per-
cent of Catholics and 40 per-
cent of those without religious
beliefs saying they will send
cards this year.

BEIRUT

Peace talks continue
in Syrian civil war
The search for a negoti-

ated settlement to the Syrian
civil war is gaining steam, as
President Bashar Assad’s forc-
es feel increasingly squeezed
on the battlefield and Islamic
extremist groups proliferate
across the region.
Russia, Assad’s chief interna-

tional ally, is trying to convene
peace talks inMoscowbetween
Syrian government representa-
tives and themainstreamoppo-
sition on how tomove toward a
political transition.
So far, there is little to sug-

gest those plans have a real
chance of success. But analysts
say there is a greater chance
now for a settlement as a
result of recent government
losses in the north and south,
as well as growing resentment
toward Assad among his tradi-
tional supporters.
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A recent poll showed only
48 percent of Americans will
exchange greeting cards this
holiday season. (Mlive.com files)


