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B
SECTION

F rom Pakistan and India to Grand
Rapids, it’s been a good week for
peace, love and understanding.

What’s so funny about those senti-
ments? The singer Elvis Costello
asked this many years ago. Theymay

be airy ideals in a pop song, but I for one
never want to give up on them. Thankfully,
once in a while they are affirmed in real life,
even by someone as unlikely as a Pakistani
school girl, an Indian investigator or an
ArtPrize artist.

Malala Yousafzai, at 17 the youngest win-
ner of the Nobel Peace Prize, was recognized
for speaking out for peace and girls’ educa-
tion after nearly being assassinated at age
15 by the Taliban. She survived being shot in
the head to continue her campaign, bravely
defying terrorists to speak for voiceless
children and boldly telling President Barack
Obama he should send books instead of
weapons to her homeland.

She was joined in the honor by another
brave soul, Kailash Satyarthi, who was laud-
ed for his longtime activism in India against
child slavery. He, too, paid for his advocacy
at the hands of brutes who pummeled him
with iron rods for rescuing children from
working in mines and being trafficked as
dancing girls.

In announcing their joint award, a Nobel
committee official noted they were an
Indian Hindu and a Pakistani Muslim joined
in like causes. Both defy their peoples’
national and religious divisions to press for
deeper human values.

What a welcome headline when division
and violence are the normal order of the
day.

It also was welcome news Anila
QuayyumAgha won the two biggest
marbles at ArtPrize. Agha’s installation,
“Intersections,” winner of the Public Grand
Prize and co-winner of the Juried Grand
Prize with Sonya Clark, washed anyone who
walked through it with a sense of peace.

Agha’s work was inspired by the palace
complex of the Alhambra in Spain, with its
graceful Islamic architecture and history
of bothMuslim and Christian rulers. She
said its harmonious meeting of “Islamic and
Western discourses” informed her piece,
which “is about inclusivity and crossing over
to somebody else’s side if you don’t under-
stand what they’re saying.” Oh that more
religious and political combatants would
take the trouble to do that.

The fact that Agha and Yousafzai are both
Pakistani was happy news for those from
that troubled region who yearn for peace
and understanding.

Ghazala Munir, of Cascade Township,
long has worked for both. The interfaith
activist grew up in the same province as
Yousafzai, on the edge of the historic Khyber
Pass, before moving to the U.S. in 1973.

Yousafzai’s prize, Munir wrote to me by
email, “is like having the dreams come true
for many generations of young girls who
grew up when I did, those who are growing
up now and those who are yet to be born.

She is the role model of millions of young
women across the world, from those in
Nigeria who were kidnapped because their
aspirations included education, to those in
Nepal, Afghanistan and Pakistan who cross
rivers trying to get to school.

“Well done, Malala!” Munir said. “You sur-
vived the horrible attempt on your life for a
purpose. The time is here when all the little
girls of the world will go to school.”

As for Agha’s ArtPrize entry, Munir
lauded its “spiritual inclusivity,” noting Agha
described it as representing her experi-
ence of “both wonder and exclusion” from
mosques while growing up in Pakistan.
“That is still a struggle whether it’s Pakistan
or here in the USA— the exclusion of
women from a sacred space,” wrote Munir,
an advocate for women’s rights.

Certainly, there was wonder in walking
through the piece’s otherworldly space,
and inclusivity in sharing that wonder with
people from across the faith spectrum.

While Aghamade a bold statement with
art, Yousafzai shows the power of one cou-
rageous person who won’t let herself be
intimidated into silence.

Her resolute courage as a youngMuslim
girl shames those whomangle her faith for
wicked ends. As United Nations Secretary
General Ban Ki-moon wrote during her visit
to the U.N. last year, “Through hate-filled
actions, extremists have shownwhat fright-
ens them themost: a girl with a book.”

A girl with a book, an artist with a vision,
a fighter for enslaved children. All have
given us something precious and so badly
needed these days: hope. Hope for peace,
hope for love and hope for understanding.

Malala Yousafzai speaks at the Library of Birmingham in Birmingham, England on Friday after she was named co-winner of The Nobel Peace
Prize. The prize was awarded jointly to Malala Yousafzai, of Pakistan, and Kailash Satyarthi, of India, for risking their lives to fight for children’s
rights. Malala was shot in the head by a Taliban gunman two years ago in Pakistan for insisting girls have the right to an education. (AP)

ArtPrize, Nobel Peace Prize
winners joined by hope

“Well done,Malala! You survived ... for a purpose.”
GHAZALA MUNIR, OF CASCADE TOWNSHIP, A PAKISTAN NATIVE AND INTERFAITH ACTIVIST

By Katie Gordon
Program Manager of the Kaufman
Interfaith Institute

The leadership of the next
generation looks like Malala
Yousafzai: a hopeful, deter-

mined young person, embracing
pluralism and striving to make
her community — locally and
globally —more just and equal.

Last week, we saw interfaith
in action when the Nobel Peace
Prize was awarded to Kailash
Satyarthi andMalala Yousafzai,
“a Hindu and aMuslim, an
Indian and a Pakistani, (who are
a part of the) common struggle
for education and against
extremism,” said Thorbjorn
Jagland, prize committee chair-

man.We saw
proof the values
that unite us are
stronger than
the forces that
divide us, and
we started to see
the potential of
coming together

to contribute to the greater good.
In a world where the media

are consumed with stories of
violence and conflict, this was
refreshing. However, while not
adequately recognized and cel-
ebrated, this example of leader-
ship can be found in nearly every
community, including our own.

For the past two years, Grand
Valley State University has sent

several students to Interfaith
Youth Core’s Leadership
Institute, where students learn
about other traditions not
through a textbook but through
relationships with their peers.
Muslims and Jews, atheists
and Christians, Hindus and
Buddhists develop friendships
based in understanding differ-
ences and shared values.

Inherent in this coming
together is the desire to serve not
only our own communities, but
all communities. Better Together
@GVSU, a new student group
formed out of this conference,
embodies this conviction: We can
domore than get along; we can
work alongside one another.

This is the only model of social
change that has any hope of mak-
ing an impact on a significant
scale in the complex issues we
face today— from racism and all
forms of discrimination to pro-
moting peace in conflict regions.
Millennials, those born between
1980 and 2000, are the perfect
generation to lead us to embrace
such radical acceptance. As the
largest andmost diverse gen-
eration in the U.S., according to
Pew Research, which found 43
percent of millennials are non-
white, we interact with people
who are different from ourselves
every day. We can either use that
as a barrier to divide, or we can
build bridges of cooperation.

This is why I was so encour-
aged at our luncheon on Sept. 11,
which announced our 2015 Year
of Interfaith Service. When a
college student and high school
student shared their insights
with a crowd of more than 60
community leaders, the sense of
hope was strong.

At that luncheon, local politi-
cal, business and religious lead-
ers agreed: In order for our 2015
Year of Interfaith Service to have
the greatest impact, it must be
an intergenerational effort. We
must learn from the young peo-
ple in our communities, our own
Malalas, who are leading the way
in creating a respectful dialogue.
Email: interfaith@gvsu.edu

Yousafzai represents the next generation of leaders
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PHILADELPHIA

Methodist clergy
escape sanctions
over gaywedding

A complaint against 36
UnitedMethodist ministers
who blessed a same-sex wed-
ding in Philadelphia has been
resolved.

The clergy will face no disci-
pline, but released a statement
acknowledging they could be
punished if they do it again.

The pastors blessed the Nov.
9 ceremony at Philadelphia’s
Arch Street UnitedMethodist
Church to show support for
the Rev. Frank Schaefer, a
colleague who faced church
discipline for presiding at his
gay son’s wedding. That case is
before theMethodist church’s
highest court.

The rebellious clergy and
theMethodists who filed a
complaint against them have
agreed to meet to discuss their
differences over gay marriage.

NASHVILLE, TENN.

Supreme Court punt on
gaymarriage draws
mixed Baptist reaction

Baptists have mixed reac-
tions to the Supreme Court’s
refusal to stop the legalization
of gay marriage.

The Rev. Russell Moore, who
heads the Southern Baptist
Convention’s Ethics and
Religious Liberty Commission,
says courts can’t change what
the Bible teaches.

He says Christians who
oppose gay marriage, instead
of retreating in anger, should
love their gay and lesbian
neighbors and demonstrate
the unique value of traditional
marriage.

The Rev. Nancy Petty, whose
Baptist church belongs to a
more liberal denomination,
says she and her same-sex
partner look forward to getting
married in North Carolina.

VATICAN CITY

Pope and prelates get
lectured on joy of sex

Pope Francis, cardinals and
bishops from around the world
have received an unexpected
lecture on the joy of sex from a
Catholic couple brought in to
talk about what makes amar-
riage last.

Ron andMavis Pirola,
parents of four from Sydney,
Australia, told a Vatican gath-
ering of some 200 prelates
that sexual attraction brought
them together and that sex has
helped keep themmarried for
55 years.

The Pirolas were applauded
when they told the bishops
about the son of a Catholic
couple who was welcomed into
a family Christmas gathering
with his gay partner.

In an indication, though, that
opposition to such a welcom-
ing position remains high,
conservative Catholic groups
blasted the Pirola’s example as
“damaging” to the church.
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