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APPLICATION FOR GRADUATE ASSISTANT
GRAND VALLEY STATE UNIVERSITY LIBRARIES

2020-2021 Academic Year
1. COVER SHEET 
· Turn in this application, a resume, and a cover letter via email to Jen Torreano, Knowledge Market Manager (torreaje@gvsu.edu) by 5 p.m. on Friday, April 17, 2020. Late or incomplete applications will not be considered.
· Have a professor email a letter of recommendation to Jen Torreano, Knowledge Market Manager (torreaje@gvsu.edu). The recommendation should indicate in what capacity and for how long the professor has known you, and why the professor thinks you would be an excellent graduate assistant.
Name  
 G Number 

Phone Number
 Email Address 

Summer 2020 address 


      Include city, state & zip
Will you be a full-time graduate student during the 2020-2021 academic year? ___Yes     ____No
Your program of study___________________________________________________________________
Current or transfer GPA  
  (At least a 3.0 cumulative GPA is preferred)
Please indicate your agreement with the following statements by signing below:

· I understand that if hired to be a research consultant, I am obligated to attend two full days of training/orientation on August 26 and August 27 plus periodic professional development trainings and regular staff meetings. 
· I understand that, if hired, I will be required to work for the University Libraries 20 hours per week per the requirements of a full-time graduate assistantship.
· I give the University Libraries permission to verify my GPA and academic standing as listed on this application.

Signature
     Date 

2. SITUATIONAL RESPONSES 
Please type your answers to the following questions and attach them to your application:

1. A student was assigned to write a paper on democratic engagement for an upper-division course. She needs to find ten sources, all of which must be peer-reviewed. She is interested in writing about the recent law passed in Michigan that allows same-day voter registration and no-reason absentee ballots. She believes this law will increase voter participation, but she is having a hard time finding information in the library’s databases about either the law or its potential effects on elections. What steps would you take to help her complete the task?
2. While helping a student with research for an upcoming paper, the student becomes very frustrated, says he doesn’t even know where to start and is ready to give up. How do you respond?
3. A professor assigns an argument paper for a class. The assignment is to argue for whether the following statement is true or false, and why you hold that position: “Free speech means that no one may censor what another says in a public venue.”  Find three sources that support your position and list them below. Explain in detail how you found those sources.
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