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University Food Committee
MINUTES
October 29, 2021
1:00-2:00 pm
Kirkhof Center 2266

Attendees: Allison Griffin, Kimberly Quinn, Ty Krueger, Jay Chapa, Lauren Carlisi, Paul Kramer, Doug Wentworth, Kyle Gineman, Aaron Haight
Absent: Kylie Ohrt, Sam Asoklis, Suzeanne Benet, Bri Conway, Kristen Evans, Felix Ngassa, Leah Short
Guest(s):
Recorder: Susan Sigler

Introductions

· Committee members in attendance introduced themselves:
· Aaron Haight (co-chair), Acting Vice Provost for Student Affairs and Dean of Students, Division of Student Affairs
· Kyle Gineman (co-chair), Vice President for Diversity Affairs, Student Senate
· Allison Griffin, student body representative 
· Kimberly Quinn, Food Service student employee
· Ty Krueger, Graduate Student Association
· Jay Chapa, Campus Activities Board
· Lauren Carlisi, Applied Food & Nutrition student
· Paul Kramer, Aramark Manager
· Doug Wentworth, GSVU Auxiliaries Manager

Purpose and Scope

The purpose of the University Food Committee (UFC) is to evaluate the effectiveness of food services on all of Grand Valley State University’s campuses through student, faculty, staff, and administrative representation.  

· The committee’s goal is to make sure student voices are heard.  The committee has representation from multiple student areas on campus.  Also represented are faculty, staff, Dining, and Auxiliaries staff.
· There are many aspects to campus dining and food service on campus. 
· The committee seeks to identify what we want to focus on and recommend ways to create change.  
· This group will think broadly, not necessarily just about campus dining, but about food on campus.
· We will look through an insecurity lens (example: what to do for students who need food and can’t afford it) looking at funding and supporting students and their food needs.
· This group is different from the “Talk with Campus Dining” focus group, which meets every 3 weeks.
· This needs to be a safe space, for honest and respectful conversations.
· We will take minutes, which will be posted on the University Food Committee website. 
· What happens next?  
· UFC is a recommendation group.
· We will take what we learn here and report up through the Provost and Senior Leadership Team.
· UFC is not a decision-making committee; we are the voice that needs to be involved when decisions are made.
· UFC is a committee created by Student Senate, but this is NOT a Senate committee.  We are an University committee (formally recognized by GVSU).

Identify Focus for the Year

· How do we provide avenues for students to raise questions and concerns in a productive way? 
· Sometimes concerns/questions are taken out of context on social media.  Students aren’t aware of what work is already occurring.  
· How do we make a more mainstream and efficient system for students to bring concerns?  
· One way is through Student Senate general assembly open comments.  Senate compiles concerns and we’ll work through those concerns.
· Student can come to Kyle or Aaron and voice concerns.
· Representation on UFC from a lot of different student areas was intentional.  
· Senate’s monthly newsletter will contain information about UFC.
· Anyone can attend the Campus Dining group.

· Brainstorming Activity: Share thoughts on two questions:
· What questions do you have about our work (what we’ll be doing in this committee)?
· What are the things you want to talk about this year?
· Committee members brainstormed group norms:
· Focus on fact-based recommendations for decisions
· Learn from findings
· Keep an open mind
· Stop rumors

· Committee members brainstormed topics for this year, which were grouped into “Big Topics”:
· Accessibility/Options
· Education on how dining program works
· Student concerns – all ways to voice
· Types of concepts – retail, residential, AYCE
· Meal plan options
· Downtown landscape of options
· Accessibility of allergen friendly foods on campus
· Increase of vegetarian/vegan options on campus
· Making resources we already have regarding nutrition more known/accessible to students, ex: students might not know campus has a Registered Dietician on campus
· Accessibility of nutrition information
· Dietary restriction and allergy options
· Healthy options
· Ways we can expand students’ food knowledge/literacy
· Ensuring that students of all religions and cultures have access to food that aligns with daily/holiday practices
· Food sourcing
· Healthier options on campus
· Better ways of communicating about things like replenish and the donating of meals to students in need
· Food waste
· How do we find the balance of allowing a space for students to raise questions/concerns in a productive and effective manner?
· Address elephant in room 
· Food Insecurity
· Expansion of food pantry (FT staff)
· Expand food insecurity options
· Food pantry locations and expansion
· Food security
· Identify ways for faculty/staff/(perhaps community) to help with food insecurity needs
· Staffing Crisis
· Student staff/employment concerns
· Student jobs 
· Reimbursement of meal plans due to dining shortages

· Discussion
· Campus Dining wants to hear about student concerns, so they can fix the concerns or educate students 
· Education is key:  There is a new student population (clientele) every four years
· Compile a list of the different ways for students to voice concerns
· The empty space in the Connection was discussed.  Plans for the space are to use it for a central front desk (south campus) for Housing.
· We need to provide education on how dining program works (possible next meeting topic). 
· Let’s educate on the things we’re doing – a lot is happening on campus.
· How can we enhance the programs that we’re doing – there are things going on that a lot of students don’t know about
· How is the food culture on campus perceived by GVSU and our surrounding community?
· There are difficulties in staffing and supply chain issues not just in food service (university wide and nationwide) but also in other industries

Next Meeting

· Present a broad picture of how dining works on campus, so we have common understanding and are working from the same information.
· Make a list of where students can voice campus dining concerns (we can publish to the UFC website).
· As a group we will choose what we’ll move forward with.
· Assignments will be given for things to work on for the December meeting.
· November 12, 2021, 1:00-2:00 pm, KC 2270 
· Absent – Doug Wentworth
· Email Susan Sigler if you cannot attend
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