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Why do you want to earn a Ph.D. degree? 



A ) W H O  W O U L D  L I K E  TO  T E A C H  I N  T H E  F U T U R E  &  H A S  H A D  

T E A C H I N G  E X P E R I E N C E ?  

 

B )  W H O  W O U L D  L I K E  TO  T E A C H  I N  T H E  F U T U R E  &  H A S  N O T H A D  

T E A C H I N G  E X P E R I E N C E ?  

 

C )  W H O  D O E S N ’ T  T H I N K  T H E Y A R E  I N T E R E S T E D  I N  A  

U N I V E R S I T Y P O S I T I O N  A N D  W I L L P R O B A B LY W O R K  F O R  A N   

A G E N C Y,  I N  I N D U S T RY O R  A N O N - G O V E R N M E N T O R G A N I Z AT I O N ?  

 

D )  W H O  I S  U N C E RTA I N  A B O U T T H E I R  C A R E E R  PAT H  A F T E R  

G R A D U AT E  S C H O O L ?  

 

Who is at the workshop? 



R ES EA R C H - WHAT D O Y OU  WA N T?  

 

THE A PPLIC ATION  

 

IN TERV IEWIN G FOR  S U C C ES S  

 

D EV ELOPIN G A N ETWOR K FOR  LIFE &  

EA R N IN G Y OU R  D OC TOR A L D EGR EE  
 
 

Workshop Goals 



• A D V I S O R  

• P R O P O S A L  

• G R A D U A T E  C O M M I T T E E / P R O P O S A L  D E F E N S E  

• P R O G R A M  O F  S T U D Y - C O U R S E S  

• R E S E A R C H  

• C O M P R E H E N S I V E  E X A M S  ( W R I T T E N S ,  O R A L S )  

• D I S S E R T A T I O N  D E F E N S E  

• T E A C H I N G ?  

• P R O P O S A L S  F O R  G R A N T S ?  

• P R E S E N T A T I O N S ?  

• P U B L I C A T I O N S ?  

• S U P E R V I S I N G  O T H E R S ?  

• C O L L A B O R A T I N G  W I T H  “ F U N D E R S ” ?  

 

Components of a Ph.D. Program  



* P H . D .  –  I N  W H A T  T Y P E  O F  P R O G R A M ?  

 

* W H A T  I N S T I T U T I O N  H A S  A  G O O D  P R O G R A M ?  

 

* W H A T  D O  T H E I R  F A C U L T Y  D O ?  

 

* C O M P L E T I O N  R A T E ? ( E . G . ,  2 0 - 7 5 %  V A R I E S  B Y  D I S C I P L I N E )  

 

* T I M E  T O  D E G R E E  ( E . G . ,  P H . D .  4 - 8  Y E A R S )  

 

* W H E R E  D O  E M P L O Y E R S  W O R K ?  

Research-What do you want? 

What is good for your friend(s),  

may not be good for you. 



W H AT  A R E  Y O U R  R E S E A R C H / P R O F E S S I O N A L I N T E R E S T S ?  

 

W H Y D O  Y O U  WA N T  T O  E A R N  A P H . D . ?  

 

W H AT  A R E  Y O U R  P R O F E S S I O N A L G O A L S - W H AT  T O  Y O U  WA N T  

T O  D O  A F T E R  E A R N I N G  A P H . D . ?  

 

W H AT  W I L L Y O U  B R I N G  T O  T H E / “ M Y ”  G R A D U AT E  P R O G R A M ,  

O U R  G R A D U AT E  S T U D E N T  C O M M U N I T Y ?  

( H I N T:  F O C U S  O N  Y O U R  “ D E M O N S T R ATA B L E  E X P E R I E N C E S ” )  

 

W H Y S H O U L D  I  A C C E P T  Y O U  A S  A D O C T O R A L S T U D E N T  I N  O U R  

P R O G R A M ?  

The Application 

FIRST…APPLYING to a Ph.D. program… 

Be ready to write/discuss: 



WHAT ARE YOUR DEMONSTRABLE 

EXPERIENCES/SKILLS?  

 

WHAT HAVE YOU LEARNED AS GRADUATE 

STUDENT, A TEACHING ASSISTANT?  

 

BE PREPARED TO TALK ABOUT YOUR 

KNOWLEDGE, SKILLS,  ABILITIES (KSA)!  

 

 

Activity #1 



* W H AT TY P ES  O F I N TERV I EW S  H AV E Y O U  H A D ?  

 

* W H AT W EN T W ELL,  W H AT D I D N ’ T?  

 

W H AT TO  EX P EC T?  

 

 

Interviewing for Success 



 
 
 
 
 
 

When do you talk about your interests and 

professional goals? 

   Paper application 

Cover letter 

Resume or CV 

Abstract 

Writing samples 

   First “Interview” 

At a conference presentation 

Over dinner at a professional 
meeting 

On the phone scheduling an 
interview 

On the web-Skype, Zoom 



* PA RTN ER  WITH THE PER SON  SITTIN G N EX T TO Y OU .  

 

* BR IEFLY S HA R E 3  KS A’ S  Y OU  WILL HIGHLIGHT IN  A N  

IN TERV IEW.   

 

* FOR  EA C H KS A ID EN TIFIED ,  R ES PON D  TO:  

“ TELL M E A BOU T A TIM E WHEN  Y OU  U S ED  

Y OU R _ ___ _____ ____ .   WHAT D ID  Y OU  D O ?  WHAT WA S  

THE OU TC OM E ? WHAT D ID  Y OU  LEA R N  FR OM  THE 

EX PER IEN C E”?  

 

Activity #2 – Interview Exercise 



*WERE YOU ABLE TO PROVIDE CLEAR, 

CONCISE,  SPECIFIC EXAMPLES ? 

 

*WHAT DID YOU FIND MOST CHALLENGING? 

 

*WHAT WILL YOU ANSWER DIFFERENTLY 

DURING AN INTERVIEW? 

 

Self Reflection 



* FA ILU R E TO R ES EA R C H THE OR GA N IZATION  

 / IN S TITU TION,  D ES C R IBIN G Y OU R  GOA LS  

* PR OV IDIN G GEN ER A L A N SWER S TO SPEC IFIC  

 QU ES TION S  

* U S IN G BU ZZWOR D S  ( D O Y OU  U N D ER S TA N D  THEM ? )   

* THIN KIN G OU T LOU D  

* LA N GU A GE -  “ I  J U S T” ,  “ I ’ M  S OR RY ” ,  “ I  THIN K,   U M ,  U H,  

 LIKE”  

* AVOID  THES E C OM M ON  ER R OR S  BY PR EPA R IN G IN  

 A D VA N C E  

 

Common Errors 



*LEARNING TO LEARN  

*INDEPENDENCE AND 
 COLLABORATION  

*COMMUNICATION AND ANALYTICAL 
 SKILLS 

*PROFESSIONALISM - LOCALLY AND 
 BEYOND 

*WORK ETHIC AND INTEGRITY  

*HEALTH AND WELLNESS  

 

Developing a Network for Life 

& Earning Your Ph.D. Degree 


