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A RESOLUTION TO: Call For GVSU’s Campus Dining To Initialize An Income-Based Meal Option
That Will Reduce Hunger/Food Insecurity For Pell-Eligible Students Going Into Effect No Later Than
Fall 2020.
____________________________________________________________________________________
Recognizing, that food insecurity/hunger are in opposition with one of GVSU’s core values--equity1.
Regarding food resources, all students are not given the resources to be successful academically at GVSU.
Recognizing, that food insecurity is the state of being without reliable access to a sufficient quantity of
affordable, nutritious food.
Recognizing, that when students must worry about where their next meal is coming from, poor academic
patterns tend to arise, and many leave the university, hindering retention rates.
Whereas, students that who have the privilege of not having to worry about food insecurity, perform
better2.
Recognizing, that one in three students experience hunger while in college 3, and a large majority of those
students identify as women4 and students of color 5;
Recognizing, that students of color tend to have the lowest retention rate at GVSU 6;
Recognizing, that GVSU’s Replenish has attempted to help students with food accommodations via food
drives and donations.
Recognizing, that this could be a great initiative started by GVSU and other colleges/universities could
see us as a model to follow, and Michigan public schools have income-based meal options (subsidized
lunch programs), which may result in unpreparedness of paying for a full meal plan at GVSU’s rate.
Recognizing, approximately 50% of Michigan public school students are enrolled in the subsidized lunch
program7.
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Whereas, this percent can’t afford the jump in price coming from subsidized lunch programs to paying for
a full meal plan, as they were dependent on the subsidized lunch program.
Recognizing, that an income-based meal option could spread our #LAKEREFFECT and make GVSU
more appealing to first-generation college students, students of color, and even out-of-state students, who
read carefully into the cost of attending universities, potentially leading to more diversity.
Recognizing, that Student Senate is willing to work with the Center for Women and Gender Equity and
Campus Dining to implement this income-based policy.
Let It Be Resolved, that GVSU Campus Dining bring forth a plan to initialize an income-based meal
option to reduce hunger/food insecurity on campus no later than Fall 2020.

