
Answer Key 

What was the Pacific Railway Act? Answer: 
Government policy started by Abraham Lincoln, designed to help 
railroad construction by providing railroad companies who were laying 
tracks with federal money 
 
 

 
Indicate the following about the: 
Union Pacific Railway 

1. Location of Start 
2. Nationality of Workers 

 
 

Answer: 
1. Omaha, Nebraska 
2. Irish immigrants 

 
Indicate the following about the: 
Central Pacific Railway 

1. Location of Start 
2. Nationality of Workers 

 
 

Answer: 
1. Sacramento, California 
2. Chinese Immigrants 

 
Why were the last spikes of the 
railroad gold and silver? 
 
 
 
 

Answer: 
It was a celebration, gold and silver are rare materials and too expensive to 
be used in the normal construction of the railroad 

 
How did the railroad spur growth? 
 
 
 
 
 

Answer: 
The transcontinental railroad virtually connected the entire nation from 
east to west, a business or person in California could have a good or 
product delivered to them faster than ever before 

 
Why were times zones created? 
 
 
 
 
 

Answer: 
To prevent any further railroad crashes and to ensure passenger safety 

 
Why were land grants unfair? Answer: 

Reason 1: the policy resulted in widespread corruption amongst congressmen 
and railroad company owners, one being bribery 
 
 
Reason 2: swindling money from taxpayers and investors, cheating on contracts 
 
 



  Choice Strategy 

      Name: ___________________________ 

 

___ Location of Union Pacific Railway 

___ Nationality of Workers: Union Pacific Railway 

___ Location of the Central Pacific Railroad 

___ Nationality of Workers: Central Pacific Railroad 

A) Omaha, Nebraska 
B) Sacramento, California 
C) Chinese Immigrants 
D) Irish Immigrants 

 

The Pacific Railway Act was a government policy started by ____________________, designed to help  
railroad construction by providing railroad companies who were laying tracks with federal money. 
 

A) Abraham Lincoln 
B) John Quincy Addams 

The last spikes of the railroad were gold and silver because it was a ________________________. 

A) Cheaper option 
B) Celebration 

How did the railroad spur growth? 

A) The transcontinental railroad virtually connected the entire nation from east to west, a business 
or person in California could have a good or product delivered to them faster than ever before. 

B) It made local deliveries easier. 

Why were time zones created? 

A) For airports 
B) To prevent any further railroad crashes and to ensure passenger safety. 

Why were land grants unfair? 

A) Corruption such as bribery 
B) Swindling money from children 



Name:__________________________ 

Closed Strategy 

What was the Pacific Railway 
Act? 

The Government Policy started by _________________________, 
designed to help railroad construction by providing railroad companies 
who were laying tracks with _____________ money. 
 

 
Union Pacific Railway 
1)Location of Start 
 
2)Nationality of Workers 
 

 
1) _____________, __________________ 
 
2) _______________ immigrants 

 
Central Pacific Railway 
1)Location of Start 
 
2)Nationality of Workers 
 

 
1) _____________, ___________________ 
 
2) _______________ immigrants 

 
Why were the last spikes of the 
railroad gold and silver? 
 
 
 

It was a __________________, gold and silver are ________ materials 
and too expensive to be used in the normal construction of the railroad. 

 
How did the railroad spur 
growth? 
 
 
 
 

The _____________________ railroad virtually connected the entire 
nation from east to west, a business or person in California could have a 
good or product delivered to them faster than ever before. 

 
Why were times zones created? 
 
 
 
 

To prevent an further railroad __________ and to ensure passenger 
_____________. 

 
Why were land grants unfair?  

Reason 1: The policy resulted in widespread corruption amongst 
______________ and _____________ company owners, one being 
bribery. 
 

 
Reason 2: Swindling money from _____________ and investors, 
cheating on contracts. 
 
 

 



Open Ended 
 

What was the Pacific Railway Act? Answer: 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Indicate the following about the: 
Union Pacific Railway 

1. Location of Start 
2. Nationality of Workers 

 

Answer: 

 
Indicate the following about the: 
Central Pacific Railway 

1. Location of Start 
2. Nationality of Workers 

 

Answer: 

 
Why were the last spikes of the 
railroad gold and silver? 
 
 
 

Answer: 

 
How did the railroad spur growth? 
 
 
 
 

Answer: 

 
Why were times zones created? 
 
 
 
 

Answer: 

 
Why were land grants unfair? Answer: 

Reason 1: 
 
 
Reason 2: 
 
 

 



Name:__________________________ 

Visual Organization 

What was the Pacific Railway 
Act? 

Answer: 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Union Pacific Railway 
1)Location of Start 
 
2)Nationality of Workers 
 

Answer: 
1) 
 
2) 

 
Central Pacific Railway 
1)Location of Start 
 
2)Nationality of Workers 
 

Answer: 
1) 
 
2) 

 
Why were the last spikes of the 
railroad gold and silver? 
 
 
 

Answer: 

 
How did the railroad spur 
growth? 
 
 
 
 

Answer: 

 
Why were times zones created? 
 
 
 
 

Answer: 

 
Why were land grants unfair? Answer: 

Reason 1: 
 
 
Reason 2: 
 
 

 



Name: ___________________________                                      

Yes/No Strategy 

Correct? 
 

YES 
 

NO 

What was the Pacific 
Railway Act? 

Government policy started by Abraham Lincoln, 
designed to help railroad construction by providing 
railroad companies who were laying tracks with federal 
money 
 

 
Correct? 

 
YES 

 
NO 

Indicate the following about 
the: 
Union Pacific Railway 

1. Location of Start 
2. Nationality of 

Workers 

1. Sacramento, California 
2. Chinese Immigrants  

 
Correct? 

 
YES 

 
NO 

Indicate the following about 
the: 
Central Pacific Railway 

1. Location of Start 
2. Nationality of 

Workers 

1. Omaha, Nebraska 
2. Irish immigrants 

 
Correct? 

 
YES 

 
NO 

Why were the last spikes 
of the railroad gold and 
silver? 
 
 

It was a celebration, gold and silver are rare materials and 
too expensive to be used in the normal construction of the 
railroad 

 
Correct? 

 
YES 

 
NO 

How did the railroad spur 
growth? 
 
 
 

The transcontinental railroad virtually connected the 
entire nation from east to west, a business or person in 
California could have a good or product delivered to 
them faster than ever before 

 
Correct? 

 
YES 

 
NO 

Why were times zones 
created? 
 
 
 

To prevent any further railroad crashes and to ensure 
passenger safety 

 
Correct? 

 
YES 

 
NO 

Why were land grants 
unfair? 

Reason 1: the policy resulted in widespread corruption 
amongst congressmen and railroad company owners, 
one being bribery 
 
Reason 2: swindling money from taxpayers and 
investors, cheating on contracts 

 


