
WWI TEST REVIEW: ESSAY PREPARATION (ANSWERS) 
 

1.) Describe three events that pushed the United States toward entering World War I. 
 
Sinking the Lusitania 
Sussex Pledge 
Zimmerman Telegram 
 
To try to cut off supplies going to Britain, the Germans announced in 1915 that their U-boats would sink without warning 
any ship found in the waters around Great Britain. This announcement outraged the United States because it violated an 
international treaty requiring military vessels to reveal their intentions to merchant ships and provide for the safety of the 
people aboard before sinking the ships. In implementing their policy, the Germans sank the British passenger liner 
Lusitania in the war zone, killing 1,200, including 128 Americans. In 1916, a U-boat torpedoed the French passenger ship 
Sussex, injuring several Americans on board. In 1917 British intelligence intercepted a telegram from Arthur 
Zimmermann, a German official. It proposed to offer the Mexican government its “lost territory in Texas, New Mexico, 
and Arizona” if Mexico sided with Germany in the event that the United States entered the war. Furious, many Americans 
now concluded war with Germany was necessary. 
 
 
 
2.) What set the stage for war to erupt in Europe prior to WWI. In your answer describe the four MAIN causes of WWI 
and include the one specific event that sparked the war. 
 
All the major powers in early 20th century were pursuing MAIN (Militarism, Alliances, Imperialism, and Nationalism), 
this led to increased competition between nations and building resentment and distrust. When the Archduke of Austria-
Hungary Franz Ferdinand was assassinated by a Serbian radical and Austria-Hungary’s subsequent invasion of the 
country of Serbia occurred, virtually all the major powers vying for power viewed the invasion as an opportunity to try 
and gain more land and power by joining the winning side. It is the assassination of Franz Ferdinand that sparks WWI and 
the subsequent secret and public alliances being triggered. 



Choice Strategy 
 

Essay Review Questions WWI 

1) Describe the three events that pushed the United States toward entering WWI. 

Sinking the Lusitania 
Sussex Pledge 
Zimmerman Telegram 
 
To try to cut off supplies going to Britain, the Germans announced in _________ that their U-boats would sink 
without warning any ship found in the waters around Great Britain. This announcement outraged the United 
States because it violated an international treaty requiring military vessels to reveal their intentions to merchant 
ships and provide for the safety of the people aboard before sinking the ships. In implementing their policy, the 
Germans sank the British passenger liner Lusitania in the war zone, killing 1,200, including 128 ____________. In 
1916, a U-boat torpedoed the French passenger ship Sussex, injuring several Americans on board. In 1917 British 
intelligence intercepted a telegram from Arthur Zimmermann, a German official. It proposed to offer the Mexican 
government its “lost territory in Texas, New Mexico, and Arizona” if Mexico sided with Germany in the event that 
the United States entered the war. Furious, many Americans now concluded war with Germany was necessary. 

A) 1915 
B) 1951 
C) 1919 

 
A) Germans 
B) Americans 
C) Mexicans 

2) What set the stage for war to erupt in Europe prior to WWI?  In your answer describe the four MAIN causes of 
WWI and include the one specific event that sparked the war. 

All the major powers in the early 20th century were pursuing MAIN (M_________, A_________, I_____________, 
and N____________), this led to increased competition between nations and building resentment and distrust.  
When the Archduke or Austria-Hungary _________________ was assassinated by a _________________ radical 
and Austria-Hungary’s subsequent invasion of the country of Serbia occurred, virtually all the major powers vying 
for power viewed the invasion as an opportunity to try and gain more land and power by joining the winning side.  
IT is the assassination of Franz Ferdinand that sparks WWI and the subsequent secret and public alliances being 
triggered. 
 
WORD BANK: 
Militarism 
Main 
Ambulance 
Alliances 
Imperialism 
Industrialism 
Nationalism 
Natives  
Franz Ferninand 
Frank Farland 
Southern 
Serbian 
Austrian 



Closed Strategy 
 

Essay Review Questions WWI 

 

Describe the three events that pushed the United States toward entering WWI.  

Sinking the Lusitania 
Sussex Pledge 
Zimmerman Telegram 
 

To try to cut off supplies going to Britain, the Germans announced in ______ that their U-boats would 
sink without warning any ship found in the waters around Great Britain. This announcement outraged 
the United States because it violated an international treaty requiring military vessels to reveal their 
intentions to merchant ships and provide for the safety of the people aboard before sinking the ships. In 
implementing their policy, the __________ sank the British passenger liner Lusitania in the war zone, 
killing 1,200, including 128 ____________. In 1916, a U-boat torpedoed the French passenger ship 
Sussex, injuring several Americans on board. In 1917 British intelligence intercepted a telegram from 
Arthur Zimmermann, a German official. It proposed to offer the Mexican government its “lost territory 
in Texas, New Mexico, and Arizona” if Mexico sided with Germany in the event that the United States 
entered the war. Furious, many Americans now concluded war with Germany was necessary. 

 

What set the stage for war to erupt in Europe prior to WWI?  In your answer describe the four MAIN 
causes of WWI and include the one specific event that sparked the war. 

 

All the major powers in the early 20th century were pursuing ________(M_________, 
A_________, I_____________, and N____________), this led to increased competition between 
nations and building resentment and distrust.  When the Archduke or Austria-Hungary 
_________________ was assassinated by the _________________ radical and Austria-
Hungary’s subsequent invasion of the country of Serbia occurred, virtually all the major powers 
vying for power viewed the invasion as an opportunity to try and gain more land and power by 
joining the winning side.  IT is the assassination of Franz Ferdinand that sparks WWI and the 
subsequent secret and public alliances being triggered. 
 
 
 

 



Open Ended 
 

Review Questions WWI 

 

Describe the three events that pushed the United States toward entering WWI. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What set the stage for war to erupt in Europe prior to WWI?  In your answer describe the four MAIN 
causes of WWI and include the one specific event that sparked the war. 



Visual Organization 
 

Review Questions WWI 

 

Describe the three events that pushed the United States toward entering WWI. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What set the stage for war to erupt in Europe prior to WWI?  In your answer describe the four MAIN 
causes of WWI and include the one specific event that sparked the war. 



Yes No Strategy 
 

Essay Review Questions WWI 

 

Describe the three events that pushed the United States toward entering WWI. 

Sinking the Lusitania 

Sussex Pledge 

Zimmerman Telegram 

 

To try to cut off supplies going to Britain, the Germans announced in 1915 that their U-boats would sink 
without warning any ship found in the waters around Great Britain. This announcement outraged the 
United States because it violated an international treaty requiring military vessels to reveal their 
intentions to merchant ships and provide for the safety of the people aboard before sinking the ships. In 
implementing their policy, the Americans sank the German passenger liner Lusitania in the war zone, 
killing 1,200, including 128 Americans. In 1916, a U-boat torpedoed the French passenger ship Sussex, 
injuring several Americans on board. In 1917 British intelligence intercepted a telegram from Arthur 
Zimmermann, a German official. It proposed to offer the Mexican government its “lost territory in Texas, 
New Mexico, and Arizona” if Mexico sided with Germany in the event that the United States entered the 
war. Furious, many Americans now concluded war with Germany was necessary. 

Is this correct? 

YES 
 
 
 

NO 
 

 

 

 

 



Yes No Strategy 
 

What set the stage for war to erupt in Europe prior to WWI?  In your answer describe the four MAIN 
causes of WWI and include the one specific event that sparked the war. 

All the major powers in the early 20th century were pursuing MAIN (M_________, 
A_________, I_____________, and N____________), this led to increased competition between 
nations and building resentment and distrust.  When the Archduke or Austria-Hungary Franz 
Ferdinand was assassinated by a Serbian radical and Austria-Hungary’s subsequent invasion of 
the country of Serbia occurred, virtually all the major powers vying for power viewed the 
invasion as an opportunity to try and gain more land and power by joining the winning side.  IT 
is the assassination of Franz Ferdinand that sparks WWI and the subsequent secret and public 
alliances being triggered. 
 
MAIN = Militarism, Alliances, Imperialism Nationalism 
 

YES 
 
 
 

NO 
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