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How to Apply for Medicare Part B During
Your Special Enrollment Period

Securing today
and tomaorrow

At age 05, most peopis in the United States
shousd enroli in Medicars Part A (Hospital
Insurancs) and Medicars Part B (Medical
Insurancs). However, since Part B has a
monthly pramium that must be paid, somse
individuais sign up for Part A only and don't
enroll in Part B at age 05, becauss they sither:
Are still working and are coversd by an
empioyers group health pian; or

Have a spouse who's working and have
medical care covarage under their cpouss’s
empioysr's group heatth pian.

Also, some individuals would like to continus to
make contributions 10 & Health Savings Account
(HSA), but upon enrolfing in sither Medicars,
Social Sscurity, or Railroad Rstirement Board
(RAB) bensfits, they may incur a tax penalty
from ths intermnal Revenus Sarvics. In sithsr
cass, a Special Enroliment Period (SEF)

may be available 10 ihecs indivi

e

When can I enroll in my SEP?

You can use an SEP to enroll in Medicare
Parn B while you're still in a group health ptan
based on current empioyment. Also, if your
empioymsent ends or employer-provided medical
coverage ends, you have sight months from
that month {whichever comas first) o sign up
for Medicare Part B without a delay in coverage
and possibls penalty

NOTE: Consolidated Omnibus Budgs!
Aeconciliaton Act (COBRA) coverage,

retiree health coverage, Vetarans Afairs (VA)
coverage, or individual health coverage (ks
through the Health nsurancs Markstplacs)
don't count as coverage based on

currant employment.

You cannot enroll in Medicare using an SE
duning your Initial Enroliment Period (IEP).
Your IEF ctarts three months before the
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What are “special payments™? How do earnings limits

After you retire, you may recsive paymsnts for
work you did before you started gstting Social
Security benefts. Usually, those payments will
not attect your Social Security bensfit if they are
for work dons belors you retired. This fact shest
descrides some of he mors common types of
Special payments, halps you to decios if you
received any and tefis you what steps 1o 1aks it

affect benefits?

I a parson who gets Social Sscurity rstirement
benstits is younger than their full retirement
age, thers are limits to how much they can eam
from work belors it affects their benefits. Your
full retirement age vanss based on the year you
Were Dom. You can visit www.socialsecurity.
i .htmi to find
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Contacting Social Secarity

A oo Seourtty, we'ro often acked, “What's

e Dast ags

SEOrT racalving reliramant

have 35 yoars of eamings, your monthiy
Bansdit will ba reducad, Deoduss yaars withy

you did y,‘our’r-ml refirement 399’ We reduce bensfits, it banafts?” The answer is that thars isn't a ‘best” no samangs wil court as 2eoes. Laam
eamings exceed cartain imits g ot apphes 10 everyons. s a personal your aelimated montivly beosht amount by

What qualifies as a special payment?

It you worked for wagss, incoms recsived
after reirement counts as & special payment

¥ the iast task you oid to sam the payment
was compisted bsfore you stopped working.
Some special payments to smployses inciuce
bonusss, accumulated vacation or sick pay,
severance pay, back pay, standby pay, sales
commissions, and retirement payments.
Another exampls of a special payment is
dsferred compensation reportad on & form
for one year, but samed in a Previous ysar
These amounts may be on your W-2 in the box
absisd "Nonqualiied Plan.”

If you wers self-employsd, any net incoms you
receive after the first year you retire counts

&s a special payment if you performed the
sarvices betore your entiiemsnt to Social
Security banefiis. “Services” are any reguiar
work or other significant activity you do

1Or your DUsSINess.

Some special payments to self-empioyed
peopis include farm agricultural program
payments, income from Carryover crops, or
ncome gainsd by an owner of a businsss

who doss not perform significant services

N that business

SocialSecurity.gov I Nyeom

.

It you are younger than your full retirsment
age. we deduct $1 in benstits for sach $2
you earn above the earnings &mit. in 2020,
the limit ic $18,240

In the year you reach your full retirement
age, we reduce your benefits $1 for svery $3
you sarn above the sarnings Emit. In 2020,
the limit iz $48,000

Starting with ths month you reach full
retirament age, you can get your full bsnefits
no matter how much monsy you eam

If vou think you received a

special payment

If you get Social Secunity and your total ysarty
eamings excsed the limit and thass eamings
include a special paymsnt, contact Social
Securnity. Tsll us if you think you recsived

a special payment. If we agres, we will not
count the special payment as part of your total
eamings for the ysar.
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daciBon based on your staabon and, uitimaely
i's your choios. To Iwsp you make an ek
choios, conaider tha |
Sink about when 10

O0s Delow 26 you

1 racelving your Socy
Soourity beswsln

What vou should know before
vou apply

0 What doos “rotirement” moen?

For us, retinng maans getting your ol
Saourtty etrement banstit. It might maan

that you've

Fopped working. Howeves

hooe tewo the don't need 1o happen o the

Rame
of

you stop workng Dedaying your Deaalit wil

e For oxample, you have tha option

WG your monthly benstit seen

Increcss your oty banedit amount. (Bes

balow )

Your bendite are based on your seltire
samings history

Do you now how your Deaeft 2 casouiated?
Your monthly beneld amourd = bosed on
your highast 30 years of sammgs. I you don't

JoclalSecurity.gov [[IW @ OM
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reading your Socl Security Stateenant ot
Wy, sOcislsacurty. Qowinyscoount, o
s the Rstvament Estimator of

W sooislasolrily ovineling'
endimalor. html

Your monthly benelit s higher if you
Wil 10 elart

Whien should your Stoet your retirement
Banadit? You can start iecshing benaliis
&% sarly a8 age 62 Howevar, the
you wall (up 1o 0o 70, @

Ivghee aamad, daloying your benedlt mary
M0 mean highst sunivoe baneins foe your
You can
soo the impoct of starting your morthly

BEoUDs Whan yOu DOSS Wiy

besrsstils of dilferant oges by checking youwr
Socead Seourty Stadsrmant or the Retrement
Estynalor. Both aes availabie online at
www.soomiscounty. govionlineservioos
For mors infarmaton on how deloyng
refiremant noraasos your manthily benofit
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