
Poster Print Size:
This poster template is 36” high by 
48” wide. It can be used to print any 
poster with a 3:4 aspect ratio.

Placeholders:
The various elements included in 
this poster are ones we often see in 
medical, research, and scientific 
posters. Feel free to edit, move,  
add, and delete items, or change the 
layout to suit your needs. Always 
check with your conference 
organizer for specific requirements.

Image Quality:
You can place digital photos or logo 
art in your poster file by selecting 
the Insert, Picture command, or by 
using standard copy & paste. For 
best results, all graphic elements 
should be at least 150-200 pixels 
per inch in their final printed size. 
For instance, a 1600 x 1200 pixel 
photo will usually look fine up to 
8“-10” wide on your printed poster.

To preview the print quality of 
images, select a magnification of 
100% when previewing your poster. 
This will give you a good idea of 
what it will look like in print. If you 
are laying out a large poster and 
using half-scale dimensions, be sure 
to preview your graphics at 200% to 
see them at their final printed size.

Please note that graphics from 
websites (such as the logo on your 
hospital's or university's home page) 
will only be 72dpi and not suitable 
for printing.

[This sidebar area does not print.]

Change Color Theme:
This template is designed to use the 
built-in color themes in the newer 
versions of PowerPoint.

To change the color theme, select 
the Design tab, then select the 
Colors drop-down list.

The default color theme for this 
template is “Office”, so you can 
always return to that after trying 
some of the alternatives.

Printing Your Poster:
Once your poster file is ready, visit 
www.genigraphics.com to order a 
high-quality, affordable poster print. 
Every order receives a free design 
review and we can deliver as fast as 
next business day within the US and 
Canada. 

Genigraphics® has been producing 
output from PowerPoint® longer 
than anyone in the industry; dating 
back to when we helped Microsoft® 
design the PowerPoint® software. 

US and Canada:  1-800-790-4001
Email: info@genigraphics.com

[This sidebar area does not print.]

Exploring Teachers’ Beliefs and Practices with Students Who Stutter
Grace Kropiewnicki, Sarah Willett, Courtney Martin, Allison Shattuck and Cara Singer

 Department of Communication Sciences and Disorders, Grand Valley State University, Grand Rapids, MI, USA

Cara M. SInger
GRAND VALLEY STATE UNIVERSITY
Email: singerca@gvsu.edu
Phone:616-331-5564

Contact
Abdalla, F.A., & St. Louis. K. O. (2012). Arab school teachers' knowledge, beliefs and reactions regarding stuttering. Journal of Fluency Disorders, 37, 54–69. https://doi.org/10.1044/2016_LSHSS-15-0019
Heite, L. B. (2000). Icelandic teachers’ attitudes toward stuttering and classroom decision making. Paper presented at the International Stuttering Awareness Day (ISAD) online conference. Retrieved from 
http://www.mnsu.edu/comdis/ISAD3/papers/ heite/heite3.html.
Irani, F., Abdalla, F., & Gabel R. (2012). Arab and American teachers’ attitudes toward people who stutter: a comparative study. Contemporary Issues in Communication Science and Disorders, 39, 12-20. 
Irani, F., & Gabel, R. (2008). Schoolteachers’ attitudes towards people who stutter: Results of a mail survey. Canadian Journal of Speech-Language Pathology and Audiology, 32(3), 129–134. 
Pachigav, V., Stansfield, J. (2011). Beliefs and attitudes of primary school teachers in Mumbai, India towards children who stutter. International Journal of Disability Development and Education, 58(3), 287-302. 
https://doi.org/10.1080/1034912X.2011.598664

 
 
 

References

Teachers have the potential to greatly influence their students' lives. 
Spending approximately 1,200 hours in a classroom each year, 
students can develop a deep sense of trust and comfortability with their 
teachers. The goal of this study was to identify teachers’ current beliefs 
and teaching practices related to students who stutter in order to 
identify potential areas where more support and education on stuttering 
might be beneficial. 

Previously, Irani and Gabel (2008) evaluated the attitudes of school 
teachers towards students who stutter. Teachers reported having little 
experience with students who stutter, as well as little formal education 
on stuttering during college. Additionally, teachers reported feeling 
comfortable working with students who stutter. 

Since over twelve years have passed since Gabel and Irani (2008) 
was published, we were curious to know if teachers’ beliefs and 
practices have changed. Primary questions included:

1. How do teacher practices differ when working with students who 
stutter vs fluent peers?

2.  How comfortable do teachers feel addressing stuttering with their 
students?

3. How much formal education on stuttering do teachers have?
4. What are teaches’ beliefs related to how well the speech-language 

pathologist includes them and supports them when working with 
students who stutter?

Purpose and Background

Method
● Teachers believe that children who stutter need more emotional support than their fluent peers

● Teachers reported that speech-language pathologists included them in the treatment process, but that 
they still wanted to be included more

● Teachers feel comfortable addressing stuttering with their students, but may not address it for various 
reasons, such as a fear that the child will feel insecure and/or the child will perceive the teacher’s 
attitude towards stuttering as negative.

● 85% of teachers reported having little or no formal education on stuttering.

● COVID-19 likely impacted recruitment. Many school districts weren’t participating in research due to the 
school shutdowns. 

● Findings suggest that inservices on stuttering may help provide needed education related to supporting 
children who stutter that is not often included in college programs. 

Conclusions

Select Findings
Comfort and Beliefs Related to Students Who Stutter

                                             Formal Education on Stuttering                                                      Beliefs Related to Speech-Language Pathologists
 

An online survey was designed using Qualtrics Software. Questions included respondents’ demographics, 
experience with students who stutter, views on the needs with students who stutter, and overall knowledge 
and education on stuttering. The survey was distributed in March 2019 to superintendents (2 per state at 
random) and was also posted in various Facebook community groups. 

Participants

A total of 26 participants (23 Females; 3 Males) completed the survey. Demographics are reported below:
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