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I've been "Meme-ing"
to Speak with you

Math In Action Session C-3
26 February 2022



Plan for this session — C-3

- The Basics
—Definition
—Trends

* The Logic
- The Implementation
« The Creation

 The Game

—Partners
—What do you Meme? - Mathematics

« The Wrap-up
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The Basics

Definitions and trends



Let's start here

If, axb =ab
- Merriam-Webster (2022) then’ 2x3= 23

(1) an amusing or interesting item
(such as a captioned picture or
video) or genre of items thatis
spread widely online especially

through social media

and

(2) an idea, behavior, style, or
usage that spreads from person to
person within a culture
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Memes influence
speech

- #OkayBoomer

» #GoGreen

- #NeverthelessShePersisted
- #Blessed
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They express truth

3. Find x.

3cm

AskReddit ‘
/ 4cm @ fips . : y ‘ L Y

What is your “one in a million" story?

memecenter.com {} 17 & @ 25 ij Share

{°)} BEST COMMENTS v/

| once wised a random number generator
between 1 - 1,000,000, and the number | got was
382,927. The odds of that happening were only 1
in a million

L

(] S Reply 4p 54 <)
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They can be dark

If you have 7 chairs and 10
children, what do you do?

The risk | took was calculated,

but man,

am | bad at math.

¥ Get 3 more chairs
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Or uplifting, encouraging
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KNOW THE DIFFERENCE fomopt

Mathematicians

you aren't people who
45° find math easy.
They're the people
ACUTE ANGLE A CUTE ANGEL

who enjoy how
hard it is.
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They can show the good

Js ) Angelina Elizabeth
N ’h - \Q

wtf did we learn y=mx + b for ? @

oY Like (J) Comment &> Share
S1 3 Comments 1 Share

1 Share

-
f ¢1 Norman W Handy IV
=¥ Let's say you pay $10 to get in the club and

each drink that night is $5 and You only got
$50 for the night. The equation would be
$50=%$5x +10 in this situation you solve for x
and that's the number of drinks you can
have (slope)

6h Like Reply 26$

Sir, what's the difference between a

Diameter and a Radius?

B

Sir? =

Sophia Wood
@fractalkitty

Math is a river. Every time |

bring my canteen to drink | am
reminded that | have a very small
container. | think | just grasped
two sentences of an article.

This goes for just about
everything in life- from the
spiritual sense to music. But | feel

it a lot with math.
6:21 PM - 26 Aug 21 -
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The bad featured

m judaguy subscribe

4=\ Guediouzou When | was 6

R e L =
\v @Guediouzou

My sister was half my

2+2x4 age
Now I'm 70
. 59 % How old’s my sister ?
15 7%
5 8% 0 @ave a hard one next time
please.

13 26 %

‘We hate math, say 4 in 10
) 781 . o o . :

~ L0 PR R PR — a majority of Americans

WASHINGTON -~ People in this country have a love-hate
relationship with math, a favorite school subject for some
but just a bad memory for many others, especially women.

In an AP-AOL News poll as students head back to school,
almost four in 10 adults surveyed said they hated math in
school, a widespread disdain that complicates efforts today
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And the absurd

8 boys 2 girls

8 males
2 females

8XY 2XX | g

My boyfriend texted me and asked me
what | wanted for dinner. | said, “Can
2x(4y+ X) you make me some chicken
nuggets?” And then | added a “<3"
after. He made me TWO CHICKEN
NUGGETS.
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They're often funny

Only 3
homework la, b, Ic, 1d,
questions le, 2a, 2b, 2c...

I will not let you leave this house
looking so improper, young lady!

© MIND Researc



The best are punny

Zearn There's a fine line between
@zearned a numerator and a
Follow us and every Friday we will denominator.

multiply your chances to make
your Ss laugh! @ #FridayFunny

Only a fraction of people will find this funny.

MAYBE NOT ALL OF YOUR
STUDENTS WILL LAUGH AT YOUR PUNS.

Laughing student Unamused student Semi-okay teacher

But sum of them will &

I have a joke to tell all of you

6:01 AM - 15 Oct 21 - Hootsuit

2.1 may not get it.

1 Retweet 1 Quote Tweet 20 Likes
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The Logic

How can we use Meme-culture to change the narrative?



For many, the math
memes are just bad

° Confusion When the whole class is fighting

over whether the answeris 17 or 18
but you got 157
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For many, the math
memes are just bad

« Confusion
 Exhaustion Bl FEEL

WHEN | FINISH MY MATH HOMEWORK
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For many, the math
memes are just bad

» Confusion
- Exhaustion
- Frustration

’_:l . i e * — -

' MV: H\CE WHEN THE
'TEACHER ANNOUNCES ﬂ
 MATH TEST
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For many, the math memes depict
a discipline that causes

- Confusion

- Exhaustion

- Frustration

- Overwhelming stress
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For many, the math memes depict
a discipline that causes

» Confusion
- Exhaustion

~—

» Frustration | STOPPED

. : UNDERSTANDING MATH
Overwhelming stress e e

 Permission ... ALPHABET DECIDED
TO GET INVOLVED.
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For many, the math memes depict
a discipline that causes

MATH IS A
- Confusion DRAMA QUEEN.
- Exhaustion IT CAN'T SERIOUSLY
. HAVE THAT MANY
 Frustration PROBLEMS.

- Overwhelming stress

- Permission ...
—To check out
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For many, the math memes depict
a discipline that causes

. Every personin
- Confusion math problems:

- Exhaustion
 Frustration
- Overwhelming stress

- Permission ...
—To check out ...
—Because math can't be "real"
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For many, the math memes depict
a discipline that causes

« Confusion

Exhaustion MENTAL
- Frustration AB U s E

- Overwhelming stress
- Permission ... TU

~To check out H U M A N s
—Because math can't be "real”

- And ultimately hatred
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All of which makes Piper
and | quite sad ...
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And who knows what might happen
for those who did love mathematics

Macle for \Jnsaaer: ar‘l‘_Lv_[‘am

g IOWA
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But | can see a way out
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The Implementation

Efforts through a single University semester



Start Class with memes

- Each class has a welcome
slide

- Each slide has a meme

- And we discuss ...
—The imageitself
—Grade level appropriateness
—Possible misconceptions
—The reason it would be shown
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The Creation

Making relevant and worthwhile memes



You have the power

- Relevant
- Relatable

- Reflective
- Worthwhile

- Be Purposeful

—Sometimes they will tie
directly to the lesson

—Sometimes they'll review
—Sometimes they're just fun
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Creationis easy ...

- But it does take time and
practice

* | use Meme Generator -
Imgflip
—They have an extensive library
—You can add your own images
—They animate .gifs, too
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https://imgflip.com/memegenerator

1The Game

What do you Meme? - Mathematics



What do you meme?
(but with math)

* Therules -
Y0U

MEME?

k Anadultparty  £is °°°
Jame for meme- e 9g0
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What do you meme?
(but with math)

* The rules -
—A random image s selected
—Each team picks a caption

—Class vote or picker chooses
winner

GAME PLAY

Think you've got what it take
10 out-meme your fnes

CONTENTS:

360 Caption Cards
75 Photo Cards

y case

funniest meme by painng

WhatDoYouMeme.com
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What do you meme? __~,, , -

-
M

(but with math)

DR. BEAUDINE USING A MEME GAME TO TRY

¢ The rUIeS B TO GET PEOPLE TO COME TO CLASS ON THURSDAYS
—A random image is selected When you confindently answer
. . an equation and the teacher
—Each team picks a caption wirits 1he sxplanstion
—Class vote or picker chooses
winner * I"\
- Double elimination bracket o o ® MATH IS MAJifiy—

STUDENTS WHEN THEY KNOW YOU CAN'T MAK!

- 75 minutes of hilarity as HEM DO THEIR WORK BECAUSE YOU'RE ON 208
they poke fun at you, the ‘
teacher
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The Wrap

Final thoughts, questions, or comments



Why didn't 4 ask
out 5?

Because he
was 2?2

Remember

- Memes are generally "quick
hitters”

- They can influence others

- There are countless
negative math memes

- We can create them, too

« When choose or create ...

—Beresponsive
—Be respectful
—Be relevant
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Gregory Beaudine, Ph.D.
Clinical Assistant Professor

Th an k you Teaching and Learning

gregory-beaudine@uiowa.edu



