
Sinta Quartet
“New Traditions”

7:30 P.M.
Monday, September 18, 2023

Louis Armstrong Theatre
Haas Center for Performing Arts

GVSU Allendale Campus



Selections from Die Kunst der Fuge BWV 1080 (post. 1751) 
Contrapunctus I
Contrapunctus IX

String Quartet in A minor, Op. 132 (1825)  
III. Molto Adagio “Heiliger Dankgesang”

String Quartet No. 12 in F Major “American” (1893)   
I. Allegro ma non troppo
II. Lento
III. Molto vivace
IV. Finale: vivace ma non troppo

J. S. Bach
(1756-1791)
Arr. Graser

Ludwig van Beethoven
(1770-1827)
Arr. Graser 

Antonín Dvořák
(1841-1904)

Arr. Sinta Quartet

Program

Intermission



Six Bagatelles for Wind Quintet (1953)   
I. Allegro con spirit
II. Rubato. Lamentoso
III. Cantabile, molto legato
IV. Vivace. Energico
V. Adagio. Mesto - Belá Bartók in memoriam
VI. Vivace. Capriccioso

Csűrdöngölő (1932)  

Ashokan Farewell (1982)  

UFO Tofu (1992)

Appalachia Waltz (1993)

Reel Set      
Emily’s Reel 
Angeline the Baker
Mason’s Apron
Salt Creek

György Ligeti
(1923-2006)

Arr. Sinta Quartet

Leó Weiner
(1885-1960) 
Arr. Graser

Jay Ungar
(b. 1946)

Arr. Graser

Bela Fleck
(b. 1958)

Arr. Graser

Mark O’Connor
(b. 1961)

Arr. Graser

Traditional
Arr. Graser



“Virtuosic to the core” (Textura) and hailed as “a tight-knit ensemble ex-
ploding with power and virtuosity” (Boston Musical Intelligencer), the Sinta 
Quartet is on a mission to bring the versatility, homogeneity, and excite-
ment of  the saxophone to audiences everywhere. Strengthening an already 
palpable connection with its audience by performing entirely from memory, 
the quartet provides a fresh take on chamber music that is at once beautiful, 
virtuosic, and a completely interactive experience.
 
The Sinta Quartet injects music and fun into the air for unsuspecting pass-
ersby by appearing in nontraditional venues such as grocery stores, bars, 
and other public places, but they have also performed in venues such as 
Carnegie Hall, Walt Disney Hall, and the Beijing Center for the Perform-
ing Arts. Since forming in 2010 as soloists for a tour of  China with the 
University of  Michigan Symphony Band, the quartet has concertized in 9 
countries, 32 states, and 2 Canadian provinces, giving diverse audiences a 
chance to experience a classical saxophone quartet for the first time. The 
Sinta Quartet made history in 2013 as the first saxophone ensemble to win 
the Victor Elmaleh First Prize from the Concert Artists Guild Competition, 
and continued to achieve success on the competition circuit, winning the 
Gold Medal at the 2018 Fischoff  Chamber Music Competition, First Prize 
at the 2017 M-Prize Chamber Arts Competition, the Alice Coleman Grand 
Prize at the 2013 Coleman Chamber Music Competition, and 1st Prize at 
the 2012 North American Saxophone Alliance Competition. 
 
The quartet’s programming takes the audience on an adventure through 
time, geography, and genre, often mixing classics from the 18th, 19th, and 
20th centuries with commissions by today’s composers and rollicking in-
house arrangements from various folk traditions. In addition to their live 
performances, the quartet recently released two albums featuring predomi-
nantly recent commissions and winning pieces from Sinta Quartet’s annual 
National Composition Competition. The first, Collider, hailed as, “An 
exciting ride! The ensemble, intonation, and technique in this recording 
are beyond question” (The Saxophonist Magazine), was released in 2019, 
and the second, Ex Machina, which was praised as “tightly performed and 
flawlessly recorded in generous, in-your-face sound” (Musical America), was 
released in 2020.
 
All four members of  SQ are also passionate and dedicated teachers and 
relish the opportunity to play for and work with students of  all ages. They 



Upcoming MTD Events

September 20 at 7:30PM – Faculty Artist: Pablo Mahave-Veglia. SVS, PAC
September 23 at 7:30PM – Faculty Artist: Letitia Jap. SVS, PAC
October 6 at 11:00AM – Guest Artist Masterclass. Cook-Dewitt Center
October 11 at 7:30PM – PS Series: The Baltimore Waltz. KBB, PAC
October 11 at 7:30PM – Symphony Orchestra. LAT, PAC
October 12 at 7:30PM – PS Series: The Baltimore Waltz. KBB, PAC
October 13 at 7:30PM – PS Series: The Baltimore Waltz. KBB, PAC
October 15 at 7:30PM – Guest Artist Recital. LAT, PAC
October 16 at 7:30PM – Concert Band. LAT, PAC
October 16 at 7:30PM – Piano Chamber Series #1. SVS, PAC
October 18 at 7:30PM – Wind Symphony. LAT, PAC
October 26 at 7:30PM – Dracula: A Feminist Revenge Fantasy, Really. PAC

For updated information on Music, Theatre, and Dance events, please visit
www.gvsu.edu/mtd.

If  you are interested in supporting Music, Theatre, and Dance programs, 
please consider contacting Grand Valley’s University Development Office at

616-331-6000 or universitydevelopment@gvsu.edu.

The use of  cameras, video cameras, or recording devices is strictly 
prohibited. Please remember to turn off  your cell phones.

carefully craft and curate programs designed for all levels of  public school 
students and every type of  community venue.  
 
While Dan, Zach, Joe, and Danny all grew up in drastically different parts 
of  the country (NY, TX, MI, and CA), they met at the University of  Mich-
igan where they studied with the legendary saxophone professor, Donald 
Sinta, and decided to name the group after him for the profound influence 
he had on each member and the inspired coaching he gave to the group 
during their student years.
 
Managed by General Arts Touring, Inc., Sinta Quartet’s members are all 
Selmer-Paris Artists and perform exclusively on Selmer saxophones.


