Liberal Education and Mathematics

Ted Sundstrom, Professor

The attached two documents are examples of how CLAS faculty members in Mathematics practice liberal education in their classrooms.

 

The first is a description of human values that we seek in mathematics and strategies of thought in mathematics and life.  Both of these were "borrowed" from other sources and the sources are cited.  I usually distribute this at the beginning of class and make references to it from time to time afterwards as we are studying mathematics.  This semester (Winter 2007), I distributed it to students in MTH 131 which is a general education course.

 

The second document appears in an appendix to my book Mathematical Reasoning: Writing and Proof, Second Edition, copyright 2007, Pearson Education, Inc.  This book is used in MTH 210 - Communicating in Mathematics, which is a required course for our majors and minors.  The writing guidelines described in this appendix are taught in MTH 210 and many faculty members use them in upper level courses.  In these courses, students would be expected to follow these guidelines, also.  These guidelines demonstrate many of the similarities we share with other disciplines, such as a strong sense of audience, logic and genre.
Link to Goals & Values



HYPERLINK "http://gvsu.edu/forms/clas/Teaching_Liberal_Ed/goals%20and%20values.pdf"

Link to Writing Guidelines



