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B.F.A. in Painting & Printmaking 1981
Jo Hormuth was in born Grand Rapids and raised in Rockford. Her involvement in art started at a very early age. Following extensive travel throughout the US and studies at Western Michigan University, the School of the Art Institute of Chicago and the University of Alaska, Anchorage, Ms. Hormuth found herself back in Michigan in 1978. She enrolled that year at GVSC and in 1979 was the recipient of the Calder Fine Arts Scholarship. Her studies included a semester at the Slade School of Art in London. After graduating from GVSC she went on to receive her M.F.A. from the School of the Art Institute of Chicago (1983). She has exhibited in Europe, Japan and throughout the U.S.. Venues include The New Museum, NYC; ARCO, Madrid; Donald Young, Chicago; Deven Golden, NYC. Her public collections include: the Museum of Contemporary Art, Chicago; Art Institute of Chicago; The MacArthur Foundation; Rogers Park Library, Chicago; Chicago Transit Authority. Her work is also part of the Grand Valley State University collection with two sculptures on the Allendale Campus as well as an installation in Muskegon for the Michigan Alternative and Renewable Energy Center.

After completing her graduate studies Ms. Hormuth worked on the restoration of many churches for the Archdiocese of Chicago. A growing interest in restoration and preservation coupled with a lifelong interest in painting materials and techniques led her to found Chicago Architectural Arts in 1984. Her projects have received many national preservation awards. Initially, the primary focus of CAA had been the research, recovery and restoration of painted decoration in historically significant interiors. Services have come to also include site planning, architectural drawings, collection contextualization, interpretation of period interiors and lecturing. Ms. Hormuth has been involved in many Frank Lloyd Wright restorations including: Meyer May House, Grand Rapids; Frank Lloyd Wright Home and Studio, Oak Park IL; Avery Coonley House, Riverside IL and she is currently working on the historic paint treatments in four more FLW houses. She has recreated period rooms for: The Victoria & Albert Museum, London; Los Angeles County Museum of Art; Hunterian Museum, University of Glasgow; Wolfsonian Museum, Miami; and currently the Dallas Museum of Art. She has worked on Macintosh projects for The National Trust for Scotland. Over the past 18 years she has worked intensively with the vast Gustav Stickley and Arts and Crafts collections at Crab Tree Farm, Lake Bluff, IL. 

