CLAS Research Cluster Professional Development Funds

In order to encourage and facilitate scholarly collaboration and to meet specific needs in this area, the New CLAS Research Cluster Professional Development Funds will support collaborative and scholarly proposals involving faculty and students from multiple (2+) disciplines and colleges. The existing clusters (Borders, Brain, Health, Water and Urban) will be expanded to include a Digital cluster. Note that these clusters are intended to be inclusive and should be interpreted in the broadest possible sense.  The previous $5000 cluster grant will be replaced by the following categories and amounts of professional development funds.

Applications will be accepted on a rolling basis and will be managed by the CLAS AD for Professional Development. Funding decisions will be made by Dean Antczak based on inputs from each of the ADs and the relevant unit heads.

A final report on the project will be due at the end of the PDF period, and should address the outcomes of the project, budget utilization, dissemination of the project outcomes, and future plans for extramural funding.  In addition to the final report, the project participants are expected to present their project at a CLAS Research Colloquium.

New Research Cluster Professional Development Funds categories:

· Collaborative Group for Extramural Grant Proposal ($1000) – Funding for a faculty group to work together on putting together a large collaborative and interdisciplinary grant proposal submission.

· Conference Planning and Implementation ($1500) – Funding for a faculty group to plan and implement an interdisciplinary conference.

· Pilot Collaborative Research Project ($1000) – Seed money to demonstrate success for implementing a collaborative, interdisciplinary project in order to enhance submission of a future extramural grant submission.

· Pilot Community-based Project ($1000) – Seed money to demonstrate success for implementing a community-based, service-learning project with faculty and students from various disciplines.
