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Facilitated by Susan Carson, Brittany Dernberger, Kanyn Doan, and Rachel Hood

Justice-Learning (Butin, 2007) 

· Premise: community-based practices are critical and natural spaces within which students learn to become activate and engaged citizens

· Must first and foremost help students “unlearn” their oppressive assumptions before any other justice-centered work can be done

· Questions and recognizes top-down nature of knowledge production (i.e. racism, power, whiteness)

· Avoids easy, specific, and pre-determined end goals;  process is key (ambiguous and open-ended)

· Goal should be to create tensions and dilemmas that must be reflected upon and resolved (dissonance)

· Service-learning serves as the opening occasion for such dialogue and action rather than the concluding event

· Makes visible the complexities of both the process and the goals being striven for

· Potential tensions:
· Service learning committed to social justice may perpetuate oppressive conditions and assumptions

· “Good citizen” status

· “Border crossings” become “border inspections”

· The very act of writing positions students as the ones who control the dialogue within which privilege, identity, and power are defined or obscured

· [bookmark: _GoBack]“Fragile boundaries” – while the hoped-for social justice goals may not have been fully achieved, the service-learning practice served as an occasion to deepen one’s understanding of and commitment to further justice-oriented endeavors
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Pre-Education Ideas and Models

· Bring in guest speakers to present so students can hear from experts, local activists, and community partners about the topic

· Have students read current news articles that relate to the topic and discuss (i.e. guns in schools, poverty, etc.)

· Journal/free-write about a topic and then save it to aid in reflection as students contemplate how their views have changed or shifted

· Activate online orientation, accessible via Women’s Center website www.gvsu.edu/women_cen (open to any GVSU student/faculty/staff)

· South Africa Study Abroad Guide (e-mail Brittany Dernberger at dernbebr@gvsu.edu for a copy)

· Action Continuum on Oppression (see attached)
