RESEARCH TEST OUT EXAM STUDY GUIDE

REQUIRED TEXT:

Rubin, A & Babbie, E.R. (2017). Research Methods for Social Work. [9th Edition].  Belmont, CA: Wadsworth. 
The test is based on material covered in the Rubin and Babbie text. Earlier versions will be comparable. Similar texts may be appropriate; we’d suggest reviewing each text’s table of contents. Many psychology, sociology and social work research methods texts cover similar content. 

COURSE TOPICS:
* The accompanying percentages indicate a range of time instructors will likely spend on each topic. Each of these topics are addressed in the Rubin and Babbie text within or across chapters. This list reflects content and topics that will be addressed regardless of instructor and within the text. 
I. Introduction to research (10-15%)
a. Context: what is the relationship between practice and research, objectives of social work research, sources of knowledge

b. Evidence-based and evidence-informed practice

c. Types of published articles

d. Research vocabulary, variables 

II. Research Ethics (10-15%)

a. Vocabulary, ethical principles
b. Institutional Review Boards and protection of human subjects
III. Paradigms (0-5%)

IV. Literature Reviews (5-15%)

a. Types of literature reviews, purposes

b. Conceptualization/ operationalization of variables

V. Quantitative Research: description, strengths, limitations (50-65%)
a. Research Problems and Questions / Hypothesis Development

i. Selecting Research Problems/ topics

ii. Relationship to the literature review

iii. Types of Research Questions: Exploratory, Descriptive, Explanatory

iv. Hypothesis formation and testing
b. Research Design: exploratory (observational), descriptive (quasi-experimental), explanatory (experimental) 
i. What are the different designs

ii. How are they used? 

iii. Internal and external validity
c. Sampling 
i. Types of sampling plans and generalizability
d. Data Collection 

i. Data collection processes 
ii. Measurement 

1. Validity and reliability

2. Researcher designed vs. standardized instruments

3. Measurement Error

4. Levels of Measurement
e. Data Analysis: Statistics Review 
i. Descriptive Statistics: Mode, mean, median, range, standard deviation

ii. Inferential Statistics: Chi Square, Dependent and independent t tests, ANOVAs
iii. Due to variation in undergraduate stats courses, more complex statistical analyses are not tested. 
iv. Statistical Significance, Type I and Type II error

VI. Qualitative Research: description, strengths, limitations (10-15%)
a. Research Problems and Questions 

i. Selecting Research Problems/ topics

ii. Relationship to the literature review
b. Research Design, sampling, data collection and analysis processes

VII. Other topics (0-10%)

a. Case Level Evaluation

b. Secondary Analysis 
c. Program Evaluation 

RESPONSIBLE CONDUCT OF RESEARCH TRAINING:
This is a Graduate School requirement that we have embedded in SW 690. If you pass the test out exam you will additionally need to complete the online Responsible Conduct of Research training (CITI). This training takes 4-5 hours. Here's the training link: https://www.gvsu.edu/rcr/online-rcr-training-and-certification-29.htm . Once you’ve registered, you will select the RCR for Social Work graduate students and must complete also complete the Human Subjects Research modules.  This is a graduation requirement from the Graduate School and RCR training is valid 3 years. 
