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Is this a dual degree program?
No, while earning a Master of Social Work (MSW) degree and students apply for the Master of Public Administration (MPA) degree and begin taking classes concurrently to earn a second degree. The MPA program provides credit for some of your MSW courses if you follow the prescribed curriculum. 

As an MSW student, when is it a good time to apply to the MPA program?
You MUST apply and be accepted into the MPA prior to graduating from the Social Work program. Many students apply after completing their first or second semesters in the MSW program.

What are the eligibility criteria for being admitted to the MSW/MPA program?
Applicants need to be enrolled in the MSW program at GVSU. Additionally, applicants must submit: 
0. a completed graduate application for admission to the Master of Public Administration
0. official copies of transcripts from all institutions of higher education previously attended. Transcripts must be sent from those institutions directly to the GVSU Admissions and Recruitment Office. NOTE:  We do not require official transcripts from Grand Valley.
0. a detailed resume
0. three recommendation letters from informed sources
0. an essay/personal statement on career and educational objectives (250-750 words) that demonstrates commitment to community and public service
0. TOEFL scores for international students whose primary language is not English

What is the expected credit load?
12 credit hours is considered a full load in the MSW program.
9 credit hours is considered a full load in the MPA program.

I’m taking MSW courses, when should I start taking MPA courses?
Although it is ultimately your decision, most students complete at least a semester or two in the MSW program before taking courses in the MPA program. Most students like to nearly finish the MSW before focusing on the MPA program and there are two reasons students like to do so. First, students like to begin the social work licensure process (LLMSW) while completing MPA courses and in order to do so one must have graduated from an accredited MSW program. Second, the foci of the programs are different and students have sometimes found it challenging when they simultaneously take courses in both programs. 

Are there MSW courses that substitute for MPA courses or vice versa?
Yes. The following courses count for either program.

· SW 690: Social Research I counts as PA 611: Research Methods and vice versa. 

· SW 660: Grant Writing and Resource Development counts as PNH 668: Grant Writing and vice versa 

· PA 661: Nonprofit Management Practices counts as SW 678: Human Services Administration but NOT vice versa

Please note that if you take the PA course instead of the MSW course, it is very likely to delay your graduation from the MSW degree. The School of Social Work recommends following the “MSW Degree Requirements Study Plan with a Second MPA Degree.” for a timely graduation that allows students to begin practicing as a social worker while still obtaining a second degree.

Do I need to complete both a MSW Field Education Placement and a MPA internship?
The MSW Field Education Placement may meet the internship requirement for both graduate programs.  In order to ensure that the MSW Field Education Placement provides learning opportunities that will support the knowledge, skills, and competencies for the MPA program, students are encouraged to request a field education placement that is “macro” focused.  

Some students will request a field placement that provides both macro and micro opportunities equally.  While GVSU provides an Advanced Generalist program and field sites are expected to provide exposure to all levels of social work (micro, mezzo, and macro), availability of placements that will provide a “50/50” combination of micro and macro learning opportunities are limited and availability is not guaranteed. In the instance that such a placement is not available, an MSW/MPA student will be matched to a macro-focused field placement.  


Can I do both the school social work certificate and the MPA program?
No, these options are not compatible in terms of coursework or internship requirements. Please consult with your advisor and/ or the program director. We typically advise students to complete one option as an MSW student and the other post-graduation. 

Who do I seek for advising?
For the MSW Program: Jamie Langlois, langloja@gvsu.edu
For the MPA Program: Donijo Robbins, robbinsd@gvsu.edu 

Who do I notify once I am accepted into the MPA program and plan to pursue both degrees?
Notify Jamie Langlois langloja@gvsu.edu once you have been accepted into the MPA Program
