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Dear Teachers and Administrators, 

We are looking ahead to an exciting fall Grand Valley Shakespeare Festival, our 26th Season. A big part of 

our festival is our educational programs. As you finish the 2018-19 Academic Year, we want to inform 

you about some of our fall plans and give you an opportunity to secure a place to attend and be involved 

with our events. 

First, as usual, we will have matinee performances for our Mainstage production. Enclosed is a letter 

from our Festival Schools Liaison, Dr. Jo Miller about our Mainstage production of Shakespeare's most 

popular play, A Midsummer Night's Dream, and the special school matinees. We encourage you to 

consider our early reservation as these performances do fill up. You can register online or find a form at 

our website to fax, mail, or email to us. The on line registration does not require advanced payment. 

Second, Bard to Go, features a brand new production for this fall. Bard to Go is our touring production 

that visits West Michigan schools during the fall semester. This year's program, Bard to Go: Tossing on 

the Ocean features an aquatic theme drawing from several plays. It will be a fun and entertaining 

production. Bard to Go is also pushing their tour back a week, traveling the last two weeks of October 

and first two weeks of November. Please see the attached Bard to Go letter with more information and 

registration details from Bard to Go producer Katherine Mayberry. 

We also wanted to explain that because of rising production costs and university cuts to our festival 

budget, we are by necessity raising the costs of our outreach programs. The student matinees are 

increasing to $3.00 a ticket, and Bard to Go is increasing to $250 to bring the production to your school. 

We realize that budgets are also a concern for schools, and we believe our programming remains an 

excellent value. The $3.00 price for the student matinees includes the lunches for all who attend and 

remains $4.00 cheaper than our student price for our public performances (and those don't include 

lunch or a visit with the cast and crew). But, if the cost is prohibitive to schools, we have added a 

hardship request to the on line registration for the student matinees. Schools may request a hardship to 

keep the price for this fall at $2.50 per ticket for their school. We will honor the requests for two schools 

based on when they submit the request and the details of the hardship request. Questions regarding the 

cost increases can be addressed to me at bellja@gvsu.edu. 

At the student matinees lunches for A Midsummer Night's Dream, there will also be a Grand Valley State 

University Admissions Officer with information about Grand Valley. Any students who are interested in 

what Grand Valley offers may wish to speak with the Admissions Officer. Additionally, tours of the 

campus for schools can be arranged. Also, for any students interested in pursuing theatre in college we 

are happy to meet and discuss our Grand Valley Theatre program and offer tours of our newly 

renovated theatre facilities. 

We hope you and your students will join us for our fall festival activities. 

James Bell 

Festival Managing Director 

616-331-3066 bellja@gvsu.edu 
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Bard to Go: Tossing on the Ocean 
 
Bard to Go is the Shakespeare festival’s touring production, a 50-minute program of scenes 
which gives students a lively, accessible introduction to Shakespeare in performance, available 
for performance at your school.  This year’s program, Bard to Go: Tossing on the Ocean, takes 
the audience on a sea-faring journey with Prospero, a powerful magician, and his assistant 
Ariel, a magical spirit with strange powers.  When Prospero and Ariel conjure a storm to 
shipwreck Prospero’s enemies, their magic spills over from their own play, The Tempest, and 
causes havoc for many of Shakespeare’s characters.  This production includes scenes from 
The Tempest, Twelfth Night, Pericles, The Comedy of Errors, and The Merchant of Venice. 
 
Bard to Go is available to come to your school on October 18 or 25, or November 1 or 8.  
Schedule slots will be available each day in either the morning or the afternoon.  Bard to Go is 
flexible in its use of performance spaces, and can adapt to theatres, cafeterias, gyms, or large 
classroom spaces.  The production will require a space approximately 20 feet wide by 25 feet 
deep, with ceiling clearance of at least 9 feet.  We will also need access to electrical outlets and 
a separate dressing area for the actors.  The cost to bring Bard to Go to your school is $250.00.  
To request a booking of Bard to Go: Tossing on the Ocean, please fill out our online form at 
https://www.gvsu.edu/shakes/cms-form-edit.htm?formId=99E6DF11-96D9-7BFC-
31ED545A74A8B2CF.   
 
Please address any questions to Bard to Go producer Katherine Mayberry at 
katherine@pcshakespeare.com. 

https://www.gvsu.edu/shakes/cms-form-edit.htm?formId=99E6DF11-96D9-7BFC-31ED545A74A8B2CF
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        May 9, 2019 
Dear West Michigan Teachers, 
 
Greetings from the Grand Valley Shakespeare Festival! As we prepare for our 26th 
year of celebrating Shakespeare in West Michigan, I am excited to tell you about our 
mainstage show—Shakespeare’s comic masterpiece, A Midsummer Night’s Dream. 
 
Directed by Theatre Professor Roger Ellis, this is the Festival’s third production of 
the ever popular A Midsummer Night’s Dream since it opened the first Festival 
season 25 years ago. As in past years, we will be mounting three weekday matinee 
performances at a remarkably affordable rate for our school audiences. This year’s 
performance begins at 10:00 AM and end at approximately 12:30 PM, with a 10-
minute intermission. As usual, we will include a free lunch with every ticket 
purchased. The Matinee dates this year are: Monday, September 30th, Tuesday, 
October 1st, and Thursday, October 3rd. Due to rising production costs and 
budget challenges, we are raising the ticket price fifty cents to $3.00 a ticket. We 
know that school budgets are also tight as are students’ personal budgets. If this 
price is a hardship, we will offer to two schools the opportunity to keep the price at 
$2.50. You can petition to do so on the online registration system.  
  
We invite you to register your group in advance for a matinee performance in the 
fall. The online registration site is now open at gvsu.edu/shakes. If you have any 
questions about the play or the performance, you can reach me best by email: 
millerj@gvsu.edu.  If you would like to discuss your registration in person or need a 
call back, please contact our box office Director, Jack Lane, at: lanejack@gvsu.edu 
after August 1, or Jim Bell at bellja@gvsu.edu prior to August. Don’t hesitate to leave 
your phone number and a time that is best to reach you, and someone will get in 
touch with you to make sure your group can reserve a spot for what is sure to be 
another great event. 
 
As usual, we will have an admissions officer available in the lunch room to speak 
with any students or teachers interested in applying for college or taking a campus 
tour. Please let our box office Director, Jack Lane, know if you are interested in 
arranging a campus tour ahead of time. 
 
I look forward to seeing you in the fall! 
 
Professor Jo Miller 
Department of English 
Grand Valley State University 
Allendale, MI 49401 
millerj@gvsu.edu   
 
Box Office: lanejack@gvsu.edu #616-331-2300 
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