List of possible internship organizations, agencies and opportunities

Below is an alphabetized list of areas where Geography and Planning interns have been employed in the past. Remember that you are not required to “choose” an internship from this list. You may find a location on your own that is perfect for you. Please note that some of the names listed may no longer be valid. If you encounter any out-of-date material on this list please contact the GPY webmaster.
Ada Township

Analysis of development trends in twp, inventory of existing land use in twp. mapping of sensitive environmental features, assisting in drafting revisions to zoning regulations. 

Jim Ferro

616-676-9191

Algoma Township

Julie Sjogren

616-866-1583

Allendale Township

Zoning and Planning

Phil Brummel

616-895-6295

Alpine Township

GIS, REGIS

Intermediate

Frank Wash

616-784-9090

frankwash@hotmail.com
Barry County

James McManus

616-945-1291

Byron Township

Larry Silvernail

616-878-1222

Caledonia Township

Dan Zylstra

616-891-0070

dzylstra@caledonia.township.org
Cascade Charter Township

REGIS, Township Survey, Zoning Ordinance Research

Steve Peterson

616-949-0224

speterson@cascadetwp.com
Cedar Spring

Ron Howell

616-696-1330
City of Fremont

Assist in the development of the GIS system.
Intermediate

Chris Yonker Todd Blake

231-924-2101
City of Muskegon Heights

Steve Hanis

231-733-1355

City of Norton Shores

231-798-4391

City of Wyoming

GIS, REGIS and working with maps.
Jason Cherry

616-530-7219

cherryj@ci.wyoming.mi.us
Coopersville City

Tom O'Malley

616-837-9731
tomalley@gvmc.org
Courtland Township

Joe McIntyre

616-866-0622

Crockery Township

Joe Wright

616-837-6868

Design Plus

Sandy Costen

616-458-0875

Dorr Township

616-681-9874

Earth Tech

Lanel Cavner

616-942-9600

East Grand Rapids

Doug Kadzban

616-949-2110

Fishbeck, Thompson, Carr & Huber

Some GIS, must be sophomore standing or above.
Karen Luttenton

616-676-3824

Gaines Township

Ordinance review, land use study.
Carroll Elenbaas

616-698-6640

celenbaas@twp.gaines.mi
Georgetown

Thomas Palarz

616-669-9075

Georgetown Township

Jim Holvleuer

616-457-2340

Grand Valley Metropolitan Council

616-776-3876

Grandville

Dan Johnson

616-530-4983

Ridership data collection, research on various transit issues, updating GIS databases.
Conrad Venema

616-771-1100

Grattan Township

Frank Buckley

616-691-8450

Hudsonville

GIS, REGIS, must have interest in GIS.
Dan Strikwerda

616-669-0200

dans@gvmc.org
Imperial Municipal Service 

Zoning work

Doug Hopkins

800-442-2794

Jamestown Township

Henry Etema

616-896-8376

Kalamazoo County

Lindsay Hager 

616-383-8840

Kent County

Data will be converted and put into the REGIS system. This position does not offer a tremendous amount of hands on GIS use, but will give the individual a ground level experience of data conversion including concepts of data modeling. However, if this individual stayed with the project long enough they would be extensively involved in QA/QC of the converted data, which would utilize ArcView. 

Keith Snarey

616-336-2234

ksnarey@admin.co.kent.mi.us
Kent County Community Development

616-336-4200

Kent County Road and Park Commission

Steve Warren

616-242-6949

Kentwood

Teri Schweitzer

616-554-0707

Lowell

Assistance with planning commission, reviewing site plans, beginning zoning work

Dave Pasquale

616-897-8457

dpasquale@lowell.mi.us
Macatawa Area Coordinating Council

GIS and transportation Planning

Steve Bulthuis

616-395-2688

bulthuis@freenet.macatawa.org
Denis Kent

517-373-2090

Michigan Township Service of Allegan

Public Administration, Zoning administration, building permits, planning commission. Must have knowledge of mapping.
Patrick Hudson

800-626-5964

Muskegon County

Develop implementation plan pilot test, scanning air photos, rectification overlay of parcels, etc. 

Intermediate

Cliff Turner

231-724-6667

National Weather Service

Randy Graham     Mike Heathfield

616-949-0643

North Country Trails

Work in ArcView to develop maps of Michigan's section of the National trail system. Some field work.

Bob Papp

616-454-7139

NCTAssoc@aol.com
Ottawa County

616-846-8295

Ottawa County Economic Development Office

616-892-4120

Plainfield Township

Research with planning, zoning and land use, GIS

Bill Fischer

616-364-8466

fischerb@plainfieldchartertwp.org
Prine & Newhof

Jim Kirkwood

616-364-8491

Rockford

REGIS, planning, economic development, also work with police and fire department.  

Michael Young

616-866-1537

myoung@rockford.mi.us
Salem Township

Chris Heasley

616-896-8865

Sparta 

Bonnie Robinson

616-887-8863 
Student Conservation Association (SCA)

National internships at environmental agencies, forest service, and many, many others. Some involve GIS and mapping. See their extensive web catalog at www.theSCA.org.

The Rapid
Grand Rapids area transportation surveys, data analysis, and mapping with ArcView.
Sandy Martin

459-1337

Transportation Planning

Theresa Petko

616-574-8500

Vergennes Township

Mary Stone

616-897-5671

Wade Trim and Associates 

231-775-9754

WMEAC West Michigan Environmental Action Council

Jenny Allen

616-451-3051

West Michigan Regional Planning Commission

Dave Bee

616-774-8400

West Michigan Shoreline Regional Development Commission.

Paid internships

Five county (Lake, Mason, Muskegon, Newaygo, Oceana) regional planning and development commission that undertakes a variety of community planning and development programs in economic development, transportation, planning, housing, and community development, environmental planning, land use and other areas. The commission administers a paid internship program for students who wish to gain experience and training in community planning and development. Flexible work hours, usually less than 20 hours a week.

Contact Personnel Officer, WMSRDC.

(231) 722-7878 extension 12.

email: jlester@wmsrdc.org
Williams and Works Engineering

Grand Rapids

W&W do a wide variety of consulting for government and private businesses involving community surveys, GIS, and planning.

1-800-224-1590 or 616-224-1500

contact-us@williams-works.com
http://www.williams-works.com/
