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UNDERSTANDING THE TRANSITIONING OF CARE AFFECTED BY ALZHEIMER'S DISEASE
Danielle Krause  Department of Psychology Grand Valley State University

INTRODUCTION EFFECTS OF DIAGNOSIS CONTINUED... THE PROGRAM CONTINUED...

Dementia and Alzheimer's Disease impacts behaviors of the

individual. These individuals’ gradually lose abilities that have IMPACT OF DIAGNOSIS ON PROFESSIONAL CAREGIVERS COMMUNICATION TRAINING INVOLVING
acquired over a lifetime and experience a wide range of behavioral « Experience similar tolls that family members EIVIPHASIS ON EMOTIONAL TONE
problems. The purpose of this poster is to explore problems experience « Emotional Tone
assoclated with Alzheimer's.]?isease.and other related disorders, and * Demands for knowledge about each resident, « Caring and respect emotional tone
the signi.ficance of.the t'ran§1t1on period between before and a}f’Fer the behavior,. life., and family | + Controlling emotional tone
d1agnf)s1s of Alzhe¥me.r S D1se§se and the effects.of such transition on . Commun1cat1on (v.erbal and nonverbal) with . Positive Communication
caregivers. By reviewing the literature on these issues, I hope to help patient of the facility
caregivers understand the diagnosis and i1ssues assoclated with the
diagnosis and organize better care plans. Based on research, I have EDUCATION OF TECHNIQUES
designed a program that extends on long term care facilities methods * Medication
and policies to help both patient and caregiver maintain their own TRANSFER ISSUE IN LONG TERM CARE FACILITY  Administering PRN (as needed
psychological well-being. medication not taken on a
* Challenges faced with family (keisey etal., 2009) normal basis)
* Denial « Keep up-to date with research
EFFECTS OF DIAGNOSIS llzle;;;t::;e  Awareness on the effects of other
MENTAL STATUS BEFORE AND PROGRESSION OF DIAGNOSIS . Understanv?,ﬁg;ﬁ:;ﬁ iﬁ)jpt;?nr;sr,lfters within faciity ii‘;h;:‘;cll; esfo]:)ezlgiiurlt‘lsiilgcilelna:r?:;
* Loss of mental and cognitive function - Safety issues
. ' ] * Behavioral problems
. Attoation. oo . Increased care needs RELOCATION POLICIES
- Abstract thinking  In many long term care facilities,
 Ability to govern emotions relocation policies are not
 SIB score shows decline in cognitive functioning (schwan et a1., 2010) introduced or communicated to
* The Severe Impai ' ] ]
e e ey e e e ot o THE PROGRAM family ffectively
. ommunication between

account the specific behavioral and cognitive deficits

associated with severe dementia. I des; g hat 1d extend ; 1 family member before and
esigne fa ﬁ?ogra?l ha wo(;l ?X ?.n » 1nhar11y ong during admission
BEHAVIOB ?ROBLEMS term c?are aCldltY pf) 1c1es, a.n p © En, lally ]:e'l 1:1) 1 * Relocation policies clearly
* Resistiveness to care | | | | caregilvers and patients maintain their psychologica defined and routinely
* Verbal and physical aggression that disrupts or complicates well-being. These are the key features: ,
personal care reviewed
« Emotional tone associated with RTC (Williams et al., 2011)

e Increase psychiatric Symptoms EVALUATE COGNITIVE FUNCTION
. . . . . .« . . .

Ag.gre.ssmn/ Combativeness locating Cogmtl.ve funcjuon ensures a direct REFERENCES
« Agitation care plan associlated with more accurate
* Wandering needs for the patient
° 1 .« e Braun, M., Mura, K., Peter-Wight, M., Hornung, R., & Scholz, U. (2010). Toward a Better

Withdrawal/outbursts ° Mlnl-Ment a-]- State Exam Understanding of Psychological Well-Being in Dementia Caregivers: The Link

o Obt a.in SIB score Between Marital Communication and Depression. Journal of Family Process, 49(1),
IMPACT OF DIAGNOSIS ON FAMILY MEMBERS : 185-203,
 The SIB (Severe Impalirment Battery) B 6 " -

o yrne, K., Orange, J., & Ward-Griffin, C. (2011). Care Transition Experiences of Spousal

SP ouse . . is a scale that assesses Cognitive Caregivers: From a Geriatric Rehabilitation Unit to Home. Qualitative Health

|  Experience more emotional and challenges (Byrne et al., 2010) ; o Research, 21(10), 1371-1381.
| e Less able to respond to disruptive behaviors, problem SOlViI‘lg ; 'llIICthI'I.lI'I.g'. . ] ] ] Ducharme, F., Levesque, L., Lachance, L., Kergoar, M., & Coulombe, R. (2011). Challenges
‘ and conflicts (Ducharme et al., 2011) e A score of 70 indicates decline in Associated with Transition to Caregiver Role Following Diagnostic Disclosure of
K . g . Alzheimer’s Disease: A Descriptive Study. International Journal of Nursing Studies, 48(1),
cognitive and function 1109-1119.
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conflicts and psychological stress (Ducharme et al., 2011)

e Isolation FOR FURTHER INFORMATION Schwam, E., & Xu, Y. (2010). Cognitive and Function in Alzheimer’s Disease: Identifying the

Transitions from Moderate to Sever Disease. Dementia and Geriatric Cognitive
Anger towards other family members Disorder, 29(1), 306-316.
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* Anxiety Williams, K., & Herman, R. (2011). Linking Resident Behavior to Dementia Care
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Exhaustion and stress of demands (Ritchie et al., 2011) Please contact Danielle Krause at Krauseda@yahoo.com Communication: Effects of Emotional Tone. Behavior Therapy, 42(1), 42-46.



