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Hi everyone, and welcome to this presentation on funding searches in support of your research and scholarship here at Grand Valley. My name is Corey Roberts, and I am a grant writer in the Office of Sponsored Programs here at Grand Valley. I am joined today by my colleagues in OSP Jodi Lockhart and Melissa Wright, who are both Grants and Contracts Specialists, and Marsely Kehoe, the Director of our office.

This presentation will provide a short introduction to funding searches for external and internal grant opportunities available to you at Grand Valley. As you may already know, all research funding opportunities at Grand Valley run through the Office of Sponsored Programs or OSP. Our office also provides support and resources at multiple stages throughout project development and in the search for and application to funding sources.




Learning Objectives
• Who is your Grants & Contracts Specialist 
• Important Things to Know 
• Preparing for the Funding Search 
• Types of Funding 
• Where to Find Funding 
• Searching Awarded Grants
• Internal Funding
• Other Helpful Tips 
• Found an Opportunity? - What’s Next? 
• OSP Contact Info
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In the following, we will outline key resources available to you and the processes for accessing them as you search for funding opportunities for your projects. Learning objectives include the following:

Who is your Grants & Contracts Specialist 
Important Things to Know 
Preparing for the Funding Search 
Types of Funding 
Where to Find Funding 
Searching Awarded Grants
Internal Funding
Other Helpful Tips 
Find an Opportunity - What’s Next? 
OSP Contact Info




• Link to the OSP Directory: 
https://www.gvsu.edu/grants/grants-contracts-
specialist-directory-30.htm

Who is your Grants & Contract Specialist? 
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Okay, so let’s get started. First off, as you start your search for project funding, please note who your Grants & Contracts Specialist is in the Office of Sponsored Programs. I’ll make it easy for everyone here; Melissa Wright is the Grants & Contracts Specialist for all programs in CECI. Grants & Contracts Specialists will regularly send out announcements if a funding program becomes available in your area. You can also reach out to them directly if you are looking for or have identified a funding opportunity.
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Funding Types
• Government: Federal, State, Local 
• Foundations and Nonprofits
• Corporations
• Foreign 
• Institutional (internal)
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So, what kinds of funding are available in support of projects? For our purposes there are five general funding types that can be accessed for research. Government: which includes federal, state, and local agencies. Foundations and nonprofits. Corporations. Foreign sources. And then institutional or internal GVSU funds.




Preparing for the Funding Search
• Develop a project plan: 

• What is the project/programming idea?
• What is the problem that will be addressed?
• Who will benefit from the project?
• What is the geographic area of the project?
• How much funding is needed?
• How long will it take to fully develop the project?
• What resources are needed to make the idea a success – staffing, student 

assistance, equipment, space, materials, etc.?
• Who are possible collaborators- internal and external? (ForagerOne)
• What are the key words to identify opportunities?
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To conduct an effective funding search, you will need to have a well-developed project plan with details on a range of elements including the following:
 
What is the project/programming idea?
What is the problem that will be addressed?
Who will benefit from the project?
What is the geographic area of the project?
How much funding is needed?
How long will it take to fully develop the project?
What resources are needed to make the idea a success – staffing, student assistance, equipment, space, materials, etc.?
Who are possible collaborators- internal and external? (ForagerOne)
What are the key words to identify opportunities?




Where to Find Funding • gvsu.edu/grants 
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Your next step then is to visit the OSP website to access our list of external funding search resources, which has links to the Pivot-RP funding database search tool as well as federal tools for finding grant funding programs. You can find these resources by clicking the Finding Funding link on the OSP website.



Where to Find Funding • gvsu.edu/grants 
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On the Finding Funding page, you will see links to external funding resources like Pivot-RP, Grants.gov, and several federal and state granting agencies.




Where to Find Funding • gvsu.edu/grants 
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The OSP Finding Funding page also has links and information for internal GVSU grants and funding opportunities, which we will cover later in this presentation.




Pivot-RP • Sign in using your GVSU Network login. 
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So, you have a project plan with lots of details about the who, what, how, and when of what you want to do. Now what? With this information, a good place to begin your search for external grant funding is Pivot-RP, which you have access to with your GVSU network login. If you haven’t already created an account using your GVSU profile do that first and then sign in.




• Type in key words to search for funding or click funding 
along the top bar to use the wheel. 

Pivot-RP

Use the “Funding” tab for basic searches in Pivot-
RP: https://pivot.proquest.com/funding_main

A tutorial for basic searching in Pivot-RP can be 
found here:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U9J5rRV6nkQ 
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Once signed in, click the funding tab at the top, enter your keywords into the search field, and click search. The search function works like most research databases, with options for increased specificity depending on what you’re looking for. Tutorials for basic and more advanced searching in Pivot-RP can be found on YouTube, and we include a link to a basic introduction on the resources page on the OSP website.

Let’s drop out of the PPT for a minute now to give a quick demo on how to access and use Pivot-RP. 

Generally, Pivot-RP is a useful tool that pulls together pretty much every possible external funding source, from federal and state level programs to foundations and foreign funding sources. It can be a little bit like drinking from a firehose, so you may want to use some strategic filters and then supplement this with some of the other resources on our finding funding page.

[Drop out of PPT to insert Pivot RP Demo here] Go to https://www.gvsu.edu/grants/ 

https://pivot.proquest.com/funding_main
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U9J5rRV6nkQ


Grants.gov
• Clearinghouse for all federal grants.
• No login needed to complete a funding search!
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While Pivot-RP can give you a big picture of the grants landscape, if you are interested in focusing on funding from federal grants, grants.gov is a good place to start. Grants.gov is the central database for all federal grants and will in many cases also be the required portal for submission of application materials. You can even do a funding search without having to create a login.




Grants.gov
Enter keywords and select 
appropriate filters to 
narrow search results. 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes


After clicking on the search grants tab on the main grants.gov site you are brought to the search interface where you can enter your search criteria, choose the opportunity status, and select from different limiting parameters (like funding instrument, eligibility, category). You will generally want to select grants among funding instruments and then public and state-controlled institutions of higher ed for eligibility (unless another category may apply in unusual situations). Then, after you click search a list of forecasted and posted opportunities will appear. Posted are currently active grant application intakes, whereas forecasted are usually announcements of upcoming opportunities not yet active.




Grants.gov
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In this system a search will typically default to forecasted and posted opportunities, but it is sometimes informative to click closed and archived if you are looking to see if a particular program occurs on a regular basis or if you want to look at a previous Requests for Proposals, or RFPs, for a program you think will be opening again soon. Being familiar with what previous RFPs required of applicants can help you prepare your project for submission into a future intake of a program.

Just to get a feeling for how this system works in action, I will pull up grants.gov and do a quick demo.

[Drop out of PPT to insert Grants.gov Demo here] Go to grants.gov

https://grants.gov/


• Reading awarded grants can help:
• Identify: 

• who the sponsor is giving money to - universities, religious 
organizations, K-12

• the kinds/topics of projects a sponsor supports 
• collaborators and competitors
• the geographical area and how much is given 

• Serve as an example of what a well-written proposal 
looks like 

• Uncover which sponsors are supporting projects in the 
project field

• Identify publications that are coming out of the research 

Searching Awarded Grants
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In addition to familiarizing yourself with previous RFPs for grants that align with your project, another strategy for preparing competitive grant applications is to review the projects that were awarded funds in a previous grant funding competition. This can help you identify which sponsors are giving funds to projects like yours, what kinds of topics or subtopics certain sponsors are supporting, who your potential collaborators or competitors in the field may be, how much is being awarded, and where projects are taking place.
 
Perusing successful grant proposals also provides insight into what a well-written proposal looks like, reveals what sponsors are active in a particular project field, and helps identify what kinds of publications are coming out of the research.




Searching Awarded Grants

• Sites for award information: 
• NSF Award Search 

(www.nsf.gov/awardsearch/).
• NIH RePORT (report.nih.gov/)
• Other federal grant awarding agency websites 

(Links on OSP’s Finding Funding page)
• GuideStar - Nonprofit data for donors, grant 

makers, and businesses (www.guidestar.org)
• Foundation and grant maker websites
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A few sites for award information include the NSF award search, NIH RePORT, and generally the websites of federal grant awarding agencies and foundations and grant makers. At the federal level these sites are often linked in the program announcements on grants.gov, either in the active posted programs or if you review the closed or archived announcements. Links to some key federal granting agencies can be found on the Finding Funding page of OSP’s website.




Internal Sources GVSU Center for Scholarly and Creative Excellence: www.gvsu.edu/csce
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In addition to resources and support for finding external grants and funding through OSP, GVSU’s Center for Scholarly and Creative Excellence also has some internal funding opportunities in support of faculty research and scholarship activities. These can be accessed by clicking on the Faculty Resources tab on the CSCE website, clicking the Internal Funding My Apps button and then choosing the category of project funding type.


http://www.gvsu.edu/csce


Faculty 
Dissemination 
• Dissemination grant in 

person or virtual 
conference support 

• Book publication 
subvention fund 

• Open access 
publishing support 

Project Funds 
• Catalyst grant for research and creativity 
• Collaborative research and creative 

activity initiative 
• Mini-grant program 
• Pre-tenure supplement for research and 

creativity 
• Faculty fellowships 
• Faculty course reassignment for research 

and creative expression 

Internal sources
Proposal 
Development
• Laker extramural 

proposal 
development 

• GVSU’s Laker match 
fund 

• Laker innovation 
commercialization 
fund 

Additional Resources 
• Office of Undergraduate Research and Scholarship 
• LGBTQ Faculty/Staff Association Grant Opportunity
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Internal funds are available for the dissemination of faculty research, project development and implementation, and proposal development. Internal funds are often a great way to develop a project from its beginning phase into a full proposal that would be competitive in external funding competitions.


https://www.gvsu.edu/ours/funding-additional-resources-for-faculty-mentors-836.htm
https://www.gvsu.edu/ours/funding-additional-resources-for-faculty-mentors-836.htm
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• OSP can help you search for funding opportunities!
• Visit the Finding Funding page on the OSP website for search 

tools and other resources for finding funding for your project.
• https://www.gvsu.edu/grants/finding-funding-5.htm

• Remember, if you put your keywords into PIVOT-RP, it will do a 
lot of the work for you.

• Nearly all federal programs will appear in grants.gov, but there is 
often more detailed information on the department or agency 
websites (e.g. NSF, NIH, DoED).

• Professional associations and higher ed associations also may 
offer funding opportunities.

• Sometimes just entering key words in a web search engine 
works, too!

Other helpful tips / key takeaways
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So, to recap, as you develop a research plan and begin looking for funding sources, please don’t hesitate to rely on OSP for assistance. The Finding Funding page on the OSP website has many tools and resources to help in your search, including links to the Pivot-RP search tool and a range of federal and state program websites that will often provide more information on specific funding opportunities. Another tip is to check if professional associations and organizations in your discipline or related fields have funding opportunities. Our office is also ready to assist you in the search and, as we learn more about the research areas and specific projects of GVSU faculty, we are often able to share funding opportunities as they are released. 
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• Read the funding announcement to understand the 
rules and limitations and share it with your grants and 
contract specialist.  

• **Talk with your chair/director/unit head and dean 
about the project and make plans to accommodate 
your research as part of your workload, etc.**

• All sponsored programs must be routed through OSP, 
so contact us early in the process.

• We will assist you in creating a timeline and making a 
checklist of all the required documents for submission. 

You found an opportunity! Now what?
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So, today we talked about the search for grant funding. Let’s say you’ve found an opportunity—what’s next? OSP plays a key role in the grant application process as well, so once you have thoroughly read the funding announcement and have decided it is worth pursuing, contact your grants and contracts specialist, discuss with your chair/director/unit head, and coordinate with OSP to develop an application. All applications must be routed through OSP for internal GVSU approvals, so it’s best to loop us in early in the process.




• Office of Sponsored Programs: https://www.gvsu.edu/grants/

• OSP Directory: https://www.gvsu.edu/grants/grants-contracts-specialist-
directory-30.htm 

• ForagerOne: https://foragerone.com/auth/login 

Office of Sponsored Programs
Contact Information 
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And that’s it! You’re ready to get started searching for external and internal funding in support of your research projects, but don’t forget that we’re here to help and it’s never too early to check in with us if you have an idea on a project or potential funding source you might want to look into. Good luck and stay in touch!
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