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AREA AND GLOBAL STUDIES OVERVIEW

5/3/2018

Area and Global Studies Annual Report for 2017-2018:
Why we do what we do.
Introduction:
As I remit office and look back over the past seven years as Director of Area and Global
Studies, I am proud to acknowledge how far we have come as a unit and how much we have
achieved. We have also had our disappointments as we eliminated Russian Studies and most
recently, the Chinese Studies program. Despite that, we have a lot to be proud of and much to
celebrate.
We implemented new policies to strengthen the unit, did our first self-study, completed
our second strategic plan, hired new faculty, added online courses, and engaged in curriculum
development. We continue to internationalize the campus through our programming, including
expanding study abroad offerings to include Namibia and adding our new Global Studies and
Social Impact (GSI) major to anchor the minors. Since its inception, the GSI major has grown
tremendously in a year and a half to include 27 majors. Finally, perhaps my proudest moment is
the achievement of department status for the unit.
I wish to thank my colleagues and all the coordinators I have worked with as director. I
also wish to express my deep appreciation for the office staff I have worked with and the Dean’s
office for their support over the past seven years.
As I step down, I am confident that I leave the department in capable hands and look
forward to the next chapter of my career here at GVSU.

Respectfully submitted by
Steeve Buckridge, Director of Area and Global Studies
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Reflection on Area and Global Studies
Interim AGS Director and GSI Coordinator
Andrew Schlewitz
I will not add much to Director Buckridge’s comments. I have been in AGS since its
inception, and occasionally in recent years, and currently, have acted as interim AGS Director. I
wish to thank Steeve Buckridge for his seven years of service to the unit. I agree that turning the
AGS unit into a department was a very important accomplishment, but also think that Professor
Buckridge’s work on building the department and keeping its various moving parts (the area
minors and new GSI major) together, were equally important. He is passing on to the incoming
Director, Vandana Pednekar-Magal, a growing and strong department.
There is work that remains, no doubt the case for any department, but we are an unusual
one given that we depend on so many faculty from outside Brooks College to staff our courses
and coordinate our area minor programs. My hope is that in coming years we continue to build
an internal capacity to offer courses in AGS programs, and oversee its area programs.
After reviewing our various area programs and writing the GSI report, it is apparent that
enrollment in AGS courses is strong. There has been an ebb and flow of students minoring in
AAA, EAS, and MES, with steady growth in LAS and the new GSI major. Faculty in these area
programs and the GSI major have had productive scholarly lives, and have contributed a great
deal to event programming that has highlighted regional and global matters, from human
trafficking and LGBTQ issues to current conflicts in the Middle East and Buddhist perspectives
on the impact of artificial intelligence on the meaning of being human.
There will be some transitions in area programs administration. I salute the work of
departing Coordinators Louis Moore in AAA and Sebastian Maisel in MES, and wish them well
on their future endeavors. I also thank Yan Liang (EAS) and David Stark (LAS) for their hard
work in their area programs this past year, as well as Marina Kaneti, our first full-time GSI
faculty member, who has done much to cover GSI core courses, promote the major, and driven
GSI programming. I also thank David Eaton (SOC), Coeli Fitzpatrick (HNR), Michael Huner
(HST), Andrew Peterson (HST), and Richard Yidana (SOC) for their assistance in covering GSI
core courses.

Respectfully submitted by
Andy Schlewitz, Interim Director of Area and Global Studies
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AREA AND GLOBAL STUDIES ADMINISTRATION, FACULTY AND STAFF
Director
Steeve Buckridge
Faculty
Tracy Flemming (100% AGS)
Marina Kaneti (100% AGS) new hire
Jack Mangala (2/3 AGS, 1/3 PLS)
Andy Schlewitz (2/3 AGS, 1/3 PLS)
Gamal Gasim (2/3 AGS, 1/3 PLS)
Richard Yidana (2/3 AGS, 1/3 SOC)
Meghan Cai (1/3 AGS, 2/3 MLL)
Jeremy Robinson (1/3 AGS, 2/3 MLL)
Yan Liang (1/3 AGS, 2/3 MLL)
Sebastian Maisel (1/3 AGS, 2/3 MLL)
Full-time Staff
Leslye Allen – Full-time Professional Support Staff | 40 hours per week
Student Workers
Win “Sisi” Hon – Part-time Student Worker | 10 hours per week
Bushra Mohamed – Part-time Student Worker | 20 hours per week
Steven Whitehead – Part-time Student Worker | 20 hours per week
-

All three students were hired through the work-study program.

AREA AND GLOBAL STUDIES STUDENT CREDIT HOURS (ALL AGS PROGRAMS)
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AREA AND GLOBAL STUDIES STUDENT ENROLLMENT (5 ACADEMIC YEARS)
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AREA AND GLOBAL STUDIES HIGHLIGHT OF PROGRAMMING EVENTS
Area and Global Studies has a community partnership with the West Michigan Bengali Cultural
Association (WMBCA). 2018 - Area and Global Studies co-sponsored the WMBCA “Bengali
New Year Celebration”
September 2017 LAS Lecture: Why (Y)our History Matters: The Latino Experience in the
226
Midwest, Dr. Lilia Fernandez; co-sponsored by HST and OMA
October 2017 GSI Lecture: Art and Human Trafficking by ArtPrize artists Alisha and Jason
49
Joy
October 2017 MES Lecture: Iran in the Middle East: Regional Shifts and Challenges, by
83
Research Director Reza Marashi; co-sponsored by World Affairs Council
October 2017 LAS Lecture: Imperial Lines, Indigenous Lands: A Spatial History of South
109
American Borders, Dr. Jeff Erbig; co-sponsored by Geography and Sustainable Planning
October 2017 AAA Lecture: Unveiling Greatness: Muslim Women in Sports by public
50
figure Shireen Ahmed; co-sponsored by GSI, MES, SOC, and OMA
November 2017 LAS Event: Day of the Dead, a discussion with artist, Roli Mancera; co200+
sponsored by MLL/SPA and International House. Article published in Lanthorn
November 2017 LAS Lecture: War Against All Puerto Ricans…fact or fiction?, by editorial
110
director Nelson Denis
November 2017 GSI Lecture: CHANGEMAKERS: Kuli Kuli, Moringa, and Social Impact a
28
talk by Founder and CPO of Kuli Kuli, Valeria Popelka
November 2017 LAS/AAA Event: Tumbao! Rumba Guaguanco! Bembe! Cumbia!,
80+
presentation by musician Joshua Dunigan
November2017 MES Lecture: Justice and Healing for Victims of Genocide and Sexual
90+
Slavery: The Case of the Yazidis, Nadia Murad Basee Taha, UN Goodwill Ambassador,
co-sponsored by GSI, OMA, Brooks College Dean’s office; HRT, and LIB Studies
November 2017 – LAS Film: Gueros
90
January 2018 LAS Lecture: Why Didn't They Get Legal? Immigration Law and Mixed167
Status Families, Professor Ruth Gomberg-Muñoz; co-sponsored by ANT
February 2018 LAS Lecture: Handmade Future: Cartonera Publishers in Latin America
106
and Beyond, by Professor Ksenija Bilbija
February 2018 MES Lecture: The Middle East under the Shadow of Saudi-Iranian Rivalry,
186
by Dr. Abbas Kadhim
February 2018 LAS Lecture: Without Food Man Cannot March, Nor Fight: Why Mexico
140
Lost its War with the United States by Professor Peter F. Guardino. LIB 100/201 approved
February 2018 EAS Lecture: Personhood in an Era of Artificial Intelligence and
26
Algorithmic Experience: Contemporary Chinese Buddhist Insights on the Predicaments of
Human Becoming by Peter D. Hershock. LIB 100/201 approved
March 2018 GSI Lecture: “RHINOS, RANGERS & REDEMPTION” An investigation into
29
the South African Rhino Poaching crisis, the amazing people fighting for their survival, and
what the world is at stake of losing; by Matt Lindenberg; co-sponsored by AGS
March 2018 LAS Lecture: SPOTLIGHT ON ARGENTINA! Jackie and Ricardo Davila gave
105
a presentation and dance ins on the Tango. LAS sponsored
April 2018 AAA Lecture: MLK #WHEREDOWEGOFROMHERE? by Derrick White. LIB
70
100/201 approved
April 2018 8th GRAND RAPIDS LATIN AMERICAN FILM FESTIVAL 9 films/2 directors
1,592
April 2018 LAS Lecture: Dance Workshop led by Michael Page of Social Dance Studio
49
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AFRICAN/AFRICAN AMERICAN STUDIES (AAA) MINOR
AAA ADMINISTRATION AND FACULTY
Coordinator
Louis Moore
New Hire
Kayla Wheeler will start teaching in Fall 2018. She will be 2/3 AAA and 1/3 Digital Studies.
Faculty
Tracy Flemming (only full-time in AAA)
Louis Moore (HST, AAA Coordinator)
Sherry Johnson (Sabbatical) (ENG)
Jack Mangala (2/3 AGS, 1/3 PLS)
Ayana Weekly (WGS)
Richard Yidana (2/3 AGS, 1/3 SOC)
Rachel Peterson (LIB)
Regis Fox (ENG)
Rik Stevenson (AAA part-time)
AAA ENROLLMENT
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AAA PROGRAMMING
We had a wealth of programs we offered to the GVSU community.









October 20107 - AAA cosponsored Shireen Ahmed. She is the leading expert on Muslim
women and sports. We paid the largest amount of money, but this was done with the help
of GSI, MES, and OMA;
November 2017 - Co-sponsor with LAS, Afro-Caribbean Drumming workshop;
January 2018 - MLK Week. Along with other departments, including CLAS and OMA,
we co-sponsored the event and help pay for #MLK50 t-shirts for students who took the
survey;
January 2018 - BSU, co-sponsored their event with guest speaker;
February 2018 – Co-sponsored African American History Month with OMA;
March 2018 – Co-sponsored Kutsche Office of Local History guest speaker;
April 2018 – AAA took a trip to the African Museum in Chicago with the Honors
College; and
April 2018 - Sponsored MLK50 speaker, Derrick White.

AAA COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIPS






Grand Rapids Urban League--service organization that will accept our students for their
Service learning (490) practicum
The Mizizi Maji Mentoring Program (Baxter Community Center)--service organization
that will accept our students for their Service Learning (490) practicum
Kid’s Food Basket--Grand Rapids
Creative Youth Center
Kellogg Foundation

AAA NEW INITIATIVES AND PROJECTS
In December, I took a group of students to the W.K. Kellogg Foundation in downtown Grand
Rapids, where students talked to employees about internships, working in Grand Rapids, and
public non-profits here. This was a very fruitful conversation and learning experience for them.
Our classes are in growing demand and our lower level classes continue to fill. Our minors are
way up. In the second half of the Winter semester, Louis Moore taught a one-credit course
entitled, MLK50.
As a program, we need to reach out to the community and connect with leaders. Individuals do
this, but we need more of this from our program.
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AAA FACULTY AND STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT AWARDS






Tracy Flemming earned tenure and sabbatical for next year
Jack Mangala earned sabbatical
Louis Moore published two manuscripts
Darwin Perry (AAA minor) was accepted into Duke Divinity School
Maria Hamming (AAA minor) will be going into the PhD program in Africology at UWMilwaukee

AAA - LOOKING FORWARD
Moving forward, the new AAA coordinators will have to be intentional about creating clear
pathways for minors to more easily get the minor. There is an opportunity to create, or move
around some courses, so minors on the African American path can get their General Education
requirements and AAA minor at the same time.
In regards to the African side, it might be wise to revisit the language requirement. A number of
students have told me that they want to minor on the African track, but do not want to spend
extra money trying to get a language. The problem is, if we do not get students early in their
careers, then more than likely they have already taken a language that is not on our list. Either we
need to get to them early, offer better study abroad programs so they can get their language done,
or drop the language requirement.
There needs to be more coordination from other AGS groups. This past year, GSI ran two
programs about Africa without coordinating with AAA. That cannot be the case and shows a
lack of communication. Faculty who have standing in AAA have to be more visible on campus.
In these tough and of contentious times, we need to show that we can lead.
Lastly, AAA needs to decide if it is going to be a GE service department or truly try to build a
minor. But the latter will require a complete buy-in from all faculty whose home is in AAA.
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EAST ASIAN STUDIES (EAS) MINOR
EAS ADMINISTRATION AND FACULTY
Coordinator
Yan Liang
Faculty
Jeremy Robinson (1/3 appointed in EAS) served as the MLL chair until Fall 2017. He continues
to serve in the EAS program, but his teaching load in EAS is temporarily covered by Professor
Yilin Liu, visiting faculty in the Chinese Program in MLL.
Meghan Cai (1/3 appointed in EAS) also assists with teaching EAS courses.
EAS ENROLLMENT
In Fall 2017, EAS course enrollment was 98 in total, which included 33 students in EAS 201 01,
34 students in EAS 201 02, and 31 students in EAS 201 03. The EAS minor enrollment was 21
and the Chinese Studies major enrollment was 6.
In Winter 2018, EAS course enrollment was 77 in total, which included 33 students in EAS 201
01, 32 students in EAS 201 02, 10 students in EAS 301 01, and 2 students in EAS 399 2. The
EAS minor enrollment was 17 and the Chinese Studies major was in moratorium.

12
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EAS PROGRAMMING
The EAS program organized and sponsored various academic, promotional, and cultural events
in 2017-18.









EAS program organized the inaugural East Asian Student-Alumni Event on March 15,
2018. More than 40 current students and alumni attended the event. The alumni panel had
interactive Skype session with CHS alumni in Los Angeles and Shanghai. Professor
Meghan Cai was the main organizer of the event. Dean Hiskes, Professor Yi Zhao,
Professor Yan Liang, Professor Meghan Cai, and Professor Yilin Liu attended the event.
EAS hosted Dr. Peter D. Hershock’s guest lecture Personhood in an Era of Artificial
Intelligence and Algorithmic Experience: Contemporary Chinese Buddhist Insights on
the Predicaments of Human Becoming on February 27, 2018. Professor Peter Zhang was
the contact for the lecture.
EAS sponsored the Moon Festival Celebration organized by Chinese Language and
Culture Club on October 5, 2017. More than 50 students and faculty attended the
celebration.
EAS sponsored the talk Hidden Message in East Asian Foods given by Professor Yilin
Liu on April 17, 2018. More than 30 students attended the talk.
EAS co-sponsored and helped plan the 2018 Asian American and Pacific Islander
Heritage Celebration, which included the Asian Lunar Year Celebration and the R.I.C.E.
conference.
EAS co-sponsored the screening and discussion of two documentaries about the Hmong
people with Professor Safoi Babana-Hampton on February 28, 2018.

EAS NOTEWORTHY INTERNSHIPS & COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIPS
EAS program maintains a good relationship with diverse Asian community organizations in
West Michigan. Professor Meghan Cai did a Chinese class visit at the Grand Rapids City
Middle/High School in Fall 2017 to promote the Chinese and East Asian Studies at Grand
Valley. EAS program sponsored $300 to the Annual Chinese Spring Cultural Festival organized
by the Grand Rapids Chinese Language School in March 2018. The goal was to promote cultural
diversity and the education of foreign languages in the West Michigan area. Professor Yan Liang
and Professor Meghan Cai served as judges for the 2018 WGVU Kids Writers Contest in
Mandarin to encourage the education of foreign languages in local K-12 schools.
EAS FACULTY AWARDS AND RECOGNITIONS
Winter 2018 (subsequent to 2017 FAR)
n/a
EAS STUDENT AWARDS AND RECOGNITIONS
Bethany Mazurek won the Excellence-in-a-Discipline Award for the Chinese Studies Major. She
was also awarded the State Department’s Critical Language Scholarship to study the Korean
language in South Korea in the summer of 2018.
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EAS NEW INITIATIVES AND PROJECTS -- LOOKING FORWARD
The EAS faculty have been making efforts to develop the EAS program and increase the EAS
minor enrollment in 2017-18. Professor Jeremy Robinson has been working on a group of course
change proposals for the EAS core courses. It is his plan to change EAS 301 into a 200 level Gen
Ed Philosophy and Literature Foundation course, and split EAS 201 into a 200 level Gen Ed
Historical Perspective Foundation course and a 300 level Gen Ed Identity Issue course. The goal
is to bring all EAS core courses in line with the current General Education categories in order to
increase enrollment and appeal to a broader range of students. These changes also mean
increased number of EAS core courses. The program will need additional faculty to teach these
courses once the proposals are approved.
EAS FACULTY MEETINGS
Moratorium and elimination of the Chinese Studies (CHS) major: Dean Hiskes, Associate Dean
Gipson, and Area and Global Studies Director Buckridge attended the EAS faculty meeting on
December 1 to explain to the faculty the college’s decision to put the CHS major in moratorium.
During the EAS faculty meeting on February 2, the attending faculty raised a few questions
concerning the moratorium of the CHS major. The questions were recorded in meeting minutes
and sent to the Dean. Dean Hiskes replied the EAS faculty’s questions and announced the
college’s plan to eliminate the CHS major through email on April 2. The EAS coordinator has
worked out a graduating plan with each CHS major to ensure their successful graduation.
EAS faculty had three meetings in Fall 2017, on September 22, November 10, and December 1;
and two meetings in Winter 2018, on February 2 and April 13. In the EAS faculty meeting on
April 13, the attending faculty suggested two options in the future development of the EAS
program for the Dean’s consideration:
A.
Strengthen the EAS core curriculum by adopting Jeremy Robinson’s course proposals.
Continue revising and adding elective courses to align the EAS curriculum more closely with the
AGS and the college’s strategic plan. This option demands additional faculty to teach the
proposed courses.
OR
B.
Work on curriculum mapping and implement a three- to five-year plan to build a more
inclusive Asian and Asian Diaspora Studies program. This program would require different core
courses from the EAS program. This option demands new faculty who have academic training
and research expertise in Asian American and Asian Diaspora Studies to teach the core courses.
None of the current joint appointed EAS faculty has such expertise.
EAS – LOOKING FORWARD
The EAS faculty are waiting for the decision of the Dean’s Office to take the next step in the
EAS program development.
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GLOBAL STUDIES AND SOCIAL IMPACT (GSI) MAJOR
GSI OVERVIEW Andy Schlewitz, Coordinator
This is the first GSI annual report. We are a new program, and I am its first coordinator
(appointed in Fall 2017). This was a year of learning, from budgeting to administrating the GSI
major, but on the whole, GSI has begun to build an institutional base for the program.
This report will provide information on GSI administrative structure, core course offerings and
enrollment, growth of number of majors, event programming, and future plans.
GSI ADMINISTRATION AND FACULTY
GSI is housed in the department of Area and Global Studies (AGS), and therefore is ultimately
under the purview of the AGS Director. There is a GSI Coordinator and an Advisory Council.
The Council includes all 2/3 and full time members of AGS, plus two outside faculty and staff. It
also has depended heavily on Leslye Allen, the office coordinator for AGS, and the office’s parttime student workers, Bushra Mohammed, Steven Whitehead, and Win "Sisi" Hon.
Coordinator
Andrew Schlewitz (AGS, PLS, LAS)
Advisory Council members:
Tracy Flemming (AGS, AAA)
Gamal Gasim (AGS PLS, MES)
Marina Kaneti (AGS, GSI)
Jack Mangala (AGS, PLS, AAA)
Richard Yidana (AGS, SOC, AAA)
Coeli Fitzpatrick (HNR, PHI, MES)
Emily Frigo (Library Liaison for AGS)
A new faculty member in AGS (AAA, Digital Studies)—Kayla Wheeler—will join the Council
this coming year. Given that our departing AGS Director, Steeve Buckridge, will remain in AGS,
he will also be on the Council as well.
The Advisory Council met twice in both the Fall and Winter semesters. The meetings we held
were productive, and the Council’s advice on building the administrative structure were quite
helpful. Some of the more significant developments:
 Creating and revising GSI by-laws;
 Designing the GSI’s first conference, student-centered panels, with a key-note speaker;
 Mandating a review of GSI core and elective courses;
 Rethinking the meaning of “social impact,” that is, to include a pragmatic approach to
connecting global studies to post-graduation employment in the for-profit, non-profit, and
public sectors (along with thinking in terms of the more idealistic “social justice”); and
 Limiting the Coordinator’s discretion to spend $500 without prior approval from the
Council (this would also involve the AGS Director’s approval, if over $500).
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GSI CURRICULUM DEVELOPMENT
GSI core courses include 201, an introduction to Global Studies, and 202, an introduction to
Global History (cross-listed with HST). Maximum enrollment is limited to 33. Enrollment has
been healthy. I do not know why there is no 201-04 section during the Fall semester. I also do
not know why we offered four sections of 202 in the Fall, and three in the Winter, though I
imagine it is an issue of faculty availability.
Fall 2017 Courses
201-01 (Fitzpatrick) 31
201-02 (Kaneti) 18
201-03 (Yidana) 30
201-05 (Kaneti) 28

Winter 2018 Courses
201-01 (Fitzpatrick) 33
201-02 (Peterson) 32
201-03 (Kaneti) 26
201-04 (Kaneti) 31

202-01 (Eaton) 28
202-02 (Eaton) 27
202-03 (Huner) 30
202-04 (Huner) 30

202-01 (Kaneti) 25
202-02 (Eaton) 28
202-03 (Eaton) 30

GSI MAJORS
We had five GSI majors in Winter 2017. A year later we have 28. I credit this rapid growth to the
work of instructors of our core courses, particularly our new faculty hire, Marina Kaneti, our first
designated GSI professor. Thanks also to Jennifer Jameslyn, the Brooks College academic
advisor, who I know has directed students into the major, as well as the AGS Director, Steeve
Buckridge.
By default, I am the advisor for these majors, though I have only met with six students to go over
registration for the next academic year. Since this is my first year at GVSU serving as an advisor,
I do not know if this is the norm at this institution.
17
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GSI PROGRAMMING
GSI sponsored or co-sponsored a number of events over 2017-18.
 September 15, 2017 - Meet and greet with GSI students and faculty (7 attended);
 October 9, 2017 - “Art and Human Trafficking,” Alisha and Jason Joy (49 reported
attending the event);
 October 21-24, 2017 - “Red Shoes Project” (Co-sponsored with MLL, numbers attending
the installation, and panel presentations unknown);
 November 15, 2017 - “Changemakers: Kuli Kuli, Moringa, and Social Impact” (28
reported attending the event);
 November 16, 2017 - “Global Gay Rights,” Professor Laura Belmonte (co-sponsored
with HST, attendance unknown);
 November 20, 2017 - “Justice and Healing for Victims of Genocide and Sexual Slavery:
The Case of the Yazidis” (Co-Sponsor of an MES event, 90+ reported attending the
event);
 February 21, 2018 - Meet and greet with GSI students and faculty (attendance unknown);
 March 12, 2018 - “Rhinos, Rangers & Redemption” (29 reported attending); and
 March 17, 2018 - “Layla and Majnun,” Harris Theater, Chicago, including lunch at
Salam (22 attended).
I am pleased with the range of programming and our co-sponsorships. GSI programming
addressed global issues of human trafficking, LGBTQ+ rights, environmental issues, along with
the arts. It would be good in the future to work the sciences into our programming in order to
further support the interdisciplinary mission of Brooks College.
GSI has also been working on building an institutional identity for majors and faculty. We held
‘Meet and Greet’ events in both the Fall and Winter semesters to bring GSI majors and faculty
together. GSI also sponsored a trip to Chicago for students and faculty to attend the famous
Layla and Majnun musical, with a remarkable performance by the Silk Road Ensemble.
GSI - LOOKING FORWARD
The following are next year’s agenda:
Administration
 Finalize by-laws for GSI.
 Redistribute advising duties of the growing numbers of GSI majors between the GSI
Coordinator and other faculty working in the GSI program.
 Work to further build connections between faculty inside Brooks College and CLAS
regarding GIS.
 Invite a leader in developing Global Studies to lead a workshop on reviewing and
rethinking our GSI program.
 Develop means to further build an institutional identity for GSI, beyond the Advisory
Council, and further build bridges with CLAS faculty that teach in this new major.
 Work with the incoming AGS Director, Vandana Pednekar-Magal, to continue to build
the GSI major.
19

Curriculum
 Complete process of turning proposed GSI courses into permanent ones, and working
them into the GSI curriculum; and
 Finish process of designing criteria for ascertaining the global nature of GSI core and
elective courses.
Event programming
 Finish plans for Winter GSI conference.
 Plan GSI programming events for both semesters, in concertation with AGS area
programs.
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LATIN AMERICAN AND LATINO/A STUDIES (LAS) MINOR
LAS ENROLLMENT AND MINORS

21

Semester
Fall 2017
Fall 2017
Fall 2017
Fall 2017

Course
LAS 210-1
LAS 220-1
LAS 330-1
LAS 376-1

Enrollment

Winter 2018
Winter 2018
Winter 2018
Winter 2018

LAS 210-1
LAS 320-1
LAS 373-1
LAS 375-1

25
10 + 1 intern
28
11 (9 LAS minors)

9 LAS minors

The majority of students in LAS courses were seeking to fulfill a Gen Ed requirement. However,
the number of LAS minors in LAS 330 and LAS 375 is a good sign and reflects the program’s
growth.
There were 36 minors enrolled at the beginning of Fall 2017 and 41 minors at the end of Winter
2018 (as of April 15). LAS continues to attract students from a variety of majors, including the
health sciences – something the minor was unable to do in the past. This is the result of one-onone contact with the students in LAS 210, classes cross-listed with LAS, and the Honors College.
22

Reaching out to students who show an aptitude or interest in Latin American studies by inviting
them to lunch with guest speakers or with LAS faculty has proven to be an effective strategy. In
addition, the creation of the Latino Studies Certificate has generated interest in the minor.
Students who want to do the certificate register for the minor, since the university has no way of
tracking students pursuing any of the certificate programs.
One section of LAS 210 was cancelled over the summer due to low enrollment. We had planned
to offer two sections because Freshman Academy students would enroll in one section, but plans
changed in February (2017) and Freshman Academy students enrolled in Winter section of LAS
210 instead. GPY 352 (one of the three core requirement options students minoring in LAS can
take) was cancelled in Winter 2018. On the bright side, LAS 378 will be offered in Winter 2019,
and enrollment appears to be healthy. This is the first time the class has been offered in the last
five or six years, perhaps longer as the class was on the verge of cancellation.
LAS ADMINISTRATION, FACULTY AND STAFF
The LAS structure consists of a Coordinator, an Executive Committee (EC), and Advisory
Committee (AC). The EC is comprised of the Coordinator, the lone full-time LAS appointment,
and other interested faculty and staff members. Prior to the beginning of the fall semester, the
Coordinator issues a call for nominations; faculty and staff wanting to serve on the EC submitted
a statement of interest. At the first meeting of the fall semester, the AC reviewed nominations
and approved the appointment of faculty and staff interested in serving on the EC, with the
membership consisting of the Coordinator, the full-time LAS appointment, and no more than two
members from any one academic unit. There is no limit on the number of EC members; all that is
required is a willingness to serve.
LAS Coordinator
David Stark
LAS Executive Committee
David Stark (HST)
Adriana Almanza (Admissions)
Elizabeth Gansen (MLL)
Jennifer González (LIB)
Mayra Fortes (MLL)
Michael Huner (HST)
Médar Serrata (MLL)
Michael Wroblewski (ANT)
LAS Advisory Committee
Jim Penn (GPY)
Doris Penn (Records/Administration)
Andrew Schlewitz (LAS/PLS)
Mayra Fortes (MLL)
Michael Huner (HST)
Michael Wroblewski (ANT)
23

Paola (Mirta) León (Social Work)
Salvador López (Admission office)
Adriana Almanza (Admission office)
Raul Ysasi (Education)
Dennis Malaret (SOC)
Henry Matthews (Art Gallery)
David Stark (HST/LAS Coordinator)
Médar Serrata (MLL))
Zulema Moret (MLL)
Luis Rodriguez (MLL)
Christopher Shaffer (ANT)
Christian Trefftz (CSI)
Nora Salas (HST)
Salvador López Arias (Social Work)
Joel Stillerman (SOC)
Melba Vélez Ortiz (COM)
Keith Watts (MLL)
Aaron Schuelke (COM)
Elizabeth Gansen (MLL)
Faculty and staff participation in LAS has been inconsistent, especially in the AC. Of the twentysix faculty formally listed as members of the AC, perhaps eight are active. As has been the case
since my arrival to GVSU in Fall 1999, LAS faces a structural problem: it depends heavily on
faculty who already have obligations to their home departments, and some of these departments
have chairs who recognize work of their faculty in the LAS area program. The LAS Coordinator
wrote letters that summarized the EC member’s contributions to the program to their department
chair. This letter became part of the EC member’s Faculty Activity Report and hopefully
factored into their annual salary evaluation.
LAS CURRICULUM DEVELOPMENT
Several curricular changes were implemented. The following courses were cross-listed with the
LAS:
 GPY 352 Geography of Latin America (3 credits)
 GPY 361 People, Environment, and Development in the Amazon (3 credits)
 HST 372 From Slavery to Freedom (3 credits); also an Issues course
 HST 331 Modern Latin America (3 credits)
This should boost enrollment in these courses. Thanks to Jim Penn, Mike Huner, and Andy
Schlewitz for making the changes.
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LAS PROGRAMMING
Following is a list of LAS programming events:















September 20 (Wednesday): Presentation by Lilia Fernández Associate Professor of
Latino and Caribbean Studies and History at Rutgers University, “Why (Y)our History
Matters: The Latino Experience in the Midwest”.
- 226 people attended Lilia’s presentation; article in Lanthorn, and Lilia met with
HST majors and LAS minors; Co-sponsored with OMA and HST.
September 27 (Wednesday): Presentation by Antonia Novello “Hispanics: More than
Statistics” Former Surgeon of the United States and Executive Director of Public Health
Policy at Florida Hospital.
- 197 people attended Antonia’s presentation; Antonia met with Laker Familia
members. Co-sponsored with OMA.
October 5 (Thursday): Spoken Word Performance by Denice Frohman KC 2263 4:005:15pm
- 176 people attended. co-sponsored with OMA.
October 19 (Thursday): Presentation by Jeff Erbig Visiting Assistant Professor in the
Department of Latin American and Latino Studies at the University of California, Santa
Cruz, "Imperial Lines, Indigenous Lands: A Spatial History of South American Borders".
- 109 people attended; article in Lanthorn; thanks to Mike Huner for his help in
organizing the presentation.
November 1 (Wednesday): Celebration of Dia de los Muertos in the Honors College
Niemeyer Lobby 6:00-8:00pm
- 200+ people attended; food was catered by El Granjero + ranchera music by Gabe
Estrada; article in Lanthorn; addition of food and music made it a true celebration
and students shared their Dia de los Muertos experiences – very touching; thanks
to Mayra for help in organizing the event. Co-sponsored by LAFSA.
November 7 (Tuesday): Presentation by Nelson Denis, writer, film director, and former
representative to the New York State Assembly “War Against All Puerto Ricans”.
- 110 people attended; article before and after in Lanthorn; Nelson also met with
my HST 400 class to discuss his book, which students had read.
November 30 (Thursday): Screening and Panel Discussion of Gueros Eberhard
Auditorium 6:00-8:00 pm.
- 90 people attended; Thanks to Mayra and Aaron Schuelke for their help in
organizing the event.
January 25 (Thursday): Presentation by Ruth Gomberg Muñoz, Associate Professor in
Anthropology at Loyola University, “Why Didn’t They Get Legal?: Immigration Law
and Mixed-Status Families”, KC 2263, 3:00-4:15.
- 167 people attended; article before and after in Lanthorn; Ruth visited Michael
Wroblewski’s ANT 400 Ethnographic Methods class and met with six LAS
minors/Laker Familia students. Ruth’s presentation was live-streamed so that
students, faculty and staff, and community members could watch it at the Pew
campus – this is the first time LAS has live-streamed an event. Co-sponsored by
ANT.
25

Saint John’s Episcopal Church (Grand Haven) is sponsoring event to discuss
immigration on April 18 and is using video made of Ruth’s presentation.
February 12 (Monday): Presentation by Ksenija Bilbija Professor of Spanish at
University of Wisconsin “Handmade Future: Cartonera Publishers in Latin America and
Beyond”, KC 2263, 3:00-4:15.
- 106 people attended; Ksenija met with Rebeca Castellanos SPA 300 Reading and
Telling Stories class and with Mayra’s SPA 322 Spanish Composition and
Conversation II class; she also had lunch with four SPA majors who are LAS
minors.
February 26 (Monday): Presentation by Peter Guardino, Professor of History at Indiana
University, “Without Food Man Cannot March, Nor Fight”: Why Mexico Lost its War
with the United States”, KC 2204, 3:00-4:15.
- 140 people attended; Peter met with my LAS 375 class as well as my HNR 281
class, and he met individually with two students (one LAS minor and another
interested in military history).
March 14 (Wednesday): Spotlight on Argentina featuring a presentation on the historical
and cultural significance of tango, Argentine food, and a milonga lessons provided by
Jackie and Ricardo Davila.
- 105 people attended; co-sponsored by La Tertulia.
March 24 (Saturday): Field trip to Chicago to see Puerto Rican Museum of Arts and
Culture and National Museum of Mexican Art.
- 32 students attended: 14 Honors, 2 LAS 375, 9 LAS 210, 2 SPA 202, and 5 LAS
minors.
April 5-8 (Thursday-Sunday): Eighth Grand Rapids Latin American Film Festival,
Wealthy Street Theatre. Red carpet reception, nine films screened, children’s film festival
(two puppet shows and showing of animated children’s film), and two film directors
(Catalina Mesa and Gustavo Rondón).
- 1,592 people attended the three-day film festival making this the best-attended
film festival ever. This total doesn’t include the 65 people who attended the Red
carpet reception.
- Gustavo visited with approximately 90 film/video majors from three combined
classes (Modes of Media Production and two sections of Media Production 1)
plus miscellaneous others. All FVP majors and faculty as well as the campus
community were invited (although it was not very well publicized -- there was an
article in the Lanthorn about his visit). He spoke about his production process,
the importance of combined theory and practice, and showed some clips. The
students were very attentive and asked lots of questions. Students were inspired to
hear from a young, successful international filmmaker. Gustavo also went out to
lunch with 5 faculty and one student.
- Students from SPA 350 (Spanish Laboratory Theatre) performed in the children’s
film festival: Jaylene Salas, Anna Shier, Caitlin Hennessy, Kendra Marckini,
Justin Johnson, Alex Misiak, Elle Madsen, Olivia Van Wyk
- Faculty and a former SPA 350 student also performed in the production of The
Fabulous Johnny Frog: Rebeca Castellanos, Caleb Duckworth, David Shultz,
Jason Yancey
-
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The film festival was well-publicized, with articles in the Lanthorn and local
publications as well as radio (English and Spanish) and television interviews.
April 13 (Friday): Salsa Workshop, Niemeyer Multipurpose Room, 1:00-3:00.
- 49 students attended.

Recap
7 Fall events attended by 1,108 people; 7 Winter events attended by 2,191 people. A total of
3,299 people attended LAS events in 2017-2018. By way of comparison, last year LAS had
2,776 people attend events. In large part, the increase is due to the record number of people who
attended the film festival, which attests to the efforts and hard work by the organizing committee
and its co-chairs, Mayra Fortes and Médar Serrata.
The number of students, faculty and staff, and community members attending LAS programming
events was the most on record. Moreover, it should be noted (and acknowledged) that LAS has
far more events than any other Area and Global Studies program, and also serves more students,
faculty and staff, and community members. The LAS budget ended with a deficit of $338. In
part, this is because of unanticipated expenses such as a second LAS dining card ($200) and
having to pay $250 toward the cost of bus rental for the field trip to Chicago – HNR forgot to
collect the activity fee from students and LAS split the difference with HNR for the additional
cost of the bus rental. The GRLAFF budget also has a surplus, which will be used to pay various
fees for hosting the GRLAFF website.
LAS COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIPS
In the past, LAS has been an official sponsor of:



Plaza Comunitaria
Grand Rapids Latin American Film Festival

LAS STUDENT & PROGRAM SUCCESS
LAS minor Carla Villasana-Acosta is this year's recipient of the Breen Prize awarded in HST for
the best paper. Her paper is "The Opponent and the Accomplice: The Role of the Catholic
Church in Chile and Argentina during the Dirty Wars. Carla also presented at SSD this year as
part of a panel on Dirty Wars in Latin America, along with LAS minor Karla Hey "Brutal
Stability: How Military Rule in the 1970s Set a Standard for Bolivian Politics".
Without a doubt, as demonstrated in the number of LAS minors, the number of course offerings,
and the number (and diversity) of events, this has been LAS’s most successful year in recent
memory. It also should be noted that the GRLAFF is receiving recognition in the community,
having been awarded the Judge’s Choice award for Outstanding Art Event at the local
Grandy’s Event Award Show on April 21, 2018. All of this is made possible by a small, but
highly motivated cohort of LAS faculty and thanks to the Area and Global Studies office
coordinator Leslye Allen, who goes above and beyond in making sure that everything runs
smoothly – LAS wouldn’t be what it is without her!
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LAS FACULTY MEETINGS
The EC met once a month in the fall and three times in the winter. Fewer meetings were
scheduled in the winter because of the weather and number of programming events. In lieu of
meeting, the Coordinator sent out updates via e-mail. The EC received updates about LAS
programming and the budget, discussed and approved programming initiatives and requests for
co-sponsorships, and discussed ways to recruit students for LAS courses and the LAS minor.
The AC includes members of the EC and any other faculty or staff who are interested in LAS
affairs. It meets once a semester and its function has basically been the same as that of the EC–
discuss, deliberate, and approve programming initiatives and recruitment strategies.

MIDDLE EASTERN STUDIES (MES) MINOR
MES ENROLLMENT AND MINORS
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MES ADMINISTRATION, FACULTY AND STAFF
Coordinator
Sebastian, Maisel
Faculty
Majd Al-Mallah, Professor of Modern Languages and Literatures
David Alvarez, Professor of English
Sigrid Danielson, Associate Professor of Art
Daniel Demuth, Associate Professor of Women, Gender, and Sexuality Studies
Gamal Gasim, Associate Professor of Middle East Studies and Political Science
James Goode, Professor of History
Chad Lingwood, Associate Professor of History
Sebastian Maisel, Associate Professor of Modern Languages and Literatures
Muaz Redzic, Adjunct Professor of Middle East Studies
Mark Schwartz, Professor of Anthropology
MES PROGRAMS AND EVENTS
MES hosted the annual Michigan Model Arab League conference at GVSU. Dr. Abbas Kadhim
gave the keynote address and also did a public lecture on campus prior to the conference. Over
150 students from across the region came to GVSU to participate in the conference.
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MES COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIPS
Healing Children of Conflict: Non-profit organization in Grand Rapids. MES works with this
organization by sharing events over the academic year.
Chiaroscuro International Film Festival: MES collaborates with Chiaroscuro when they screen
on films with content from the Middle East. This year, Dr. Coeli Fitzpatrick guest lectured at the
screening of the Turkish film Mustang.

31

