
West Michigan Health Care Ethics Conference Agenda 
Waiting for a Miracle: Religion’s Role in Patient Decision Making 

 

1:00 – 1:05 p.m. Welcome Jean Nagelkerk, Ph.D., F.N.P, FNAP, Grand Valley State University  
 

1:05 – 1:35 p.m. Presentation David Vessey, Ph.D., Grand Valley State University 
 

1:35 – 2:30 p.m. Interfaith panel 
 

Moderator: Rev. Joanna Bailey, M.Div., Mercy Health Saint Mary’s 
 
Rev. Mark Przybysz, M.A., St. Anthony of Padua Church, Grand Rapids 
Diocese 
Bishop Dennis McMurry, D.Div. Renaissance Church of God in Christ  
Rabbi Albert M. Lewis, D.H.l., M.H.L., M.S. (Rabbi Emeritis), Temple Emanuel 
Ali Metwalli, Ph.D., Western Michigan University 
Fred Stella, West Michigan Hindu Temple 
 

2:30 – 3:00 p.m. Presentation Rev.  Jessica Bratt Carle, Ph.D., M.Div., B.C.C., Spectrum Health 
 

3:00- 3:25 p.m. Break & Posters  
 

3:25 – 4:05 p.m. Facilitated 
Discussion 
 

Adam Shatsky, Ph.D. Grand Valley State University 
 

4:05 – 5:00 p.m. Expert Panel  Moderator: Dave Rzeszutko, M.D., Spectrum Health 
 

Panelists: 
    Ana Iltis (Colloquy speaker) 
    Ryan Nash (Colloquy speaker) 
    David Vessey 
    Jessica Bratt Carle 

 
5:00 – 6:00 p.m. RECEPTION 

 

DeVos Medical Ethics Colloquy Agenda 
The Role of Religion in Health Care 

 

6:00 p.m. Welcome Jean Nagelkerk, Ph.D., F.N.P., FNAP Grand Valley State University 
Paul Farr, MD, Physician (retired) 
 

6:05 p.m. Introductions 
 

Moderator - Rabbi Albert M. Lewis, D.H.L, M.H.L, M.S. 

6:10 p.m. 
 
 
 
 

Presentations Ana S. Iltis, Ph.D. 
Director of the Center for Bioethics, Health and Society; Professor of 
Philosophy, Wake Forest University 
 

Ryan Nash, M.D., M.A., FACP, FAAHPM 
Director, The Ohio State University Center for Bioethics; Director, Division 
of Bioethics, Department of Biomedical Education  
& Anatomy; Hagop S. Mekhjian, M.D. Chair in Medical Ethics & 
Professionalism 
 

7:10 p.m. 
 

Q & A Rabbi Albert M. Lewis 

8:10 p.m. Conclusion Rabbi Albert M. Lewis 
 


