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ACADEMIC POSITIONS

2020-Present	Affiliate Faculty of Instruction
Grand Valley State University, School of Interdisciplinary Studies 

2018-2019	Visiting Professor
Grand Valley State University, Department of Liberal Studies

2017–2018	Postdoctoral Research Fellow/Lecturer in Jewish and Roman History
		University of Michigan

EDUCATION

2017		PhD Religious Studies, McMaster University, Hamilton, ON

2011		MA Religion/Biblical Studies, Trinity Western University, Langley, BC

2008		BA Social Studies/History, Grand Valley State University, Allendale, MI

CERTIFICATIONS

	2025		Certified Arborist, International Society of Arboriculture

2022		Permaculture Design/Sustainable Agriculture, Professional Certification 
			Oregon State University, Corvallis OR

TEACHING
		
2018-present	Grand Valley State University
		REL 100	Religions of the World (16x)
		REL 300	Contemporary Issues/Theories SWS (1x)
		REL 310	Jewish Scriptures and Traditions (2x)
REL 335	Sacred Words/Global Understanding (4x)	
REL 340	Religion and Popular Culture in America (5x)
		REL 399	Independent Study in Biblical Hebrew (2x)
INT 314	Life Journeys (8x)
ENS 311	Honey Bees and Social Impact (3x)
		INT 100	Reflect, Connect, Engage (12x)
		INT 301	Interdisciplinary Research Methods (4x)
		INT 310	Creativity and Innovative Problem Solving (1x)
		INT 342 	Food Matters
		INT 495	Senior Seminar (2x)

2017–2018	University of Michigan
		NES 391—War, Peace, and ‘Religion’ in the Ancient Mediterranean
		NES 207—Land of Israel/Palestine Through the Ages (2x)

2015 		McMaster University
		REL/2HB3—Introduction to the Hebrew Bible/Old Testament

2012–2014	eTeacherBiblical Online Language Academy
Introduction to Biblical Hebrew (7x)
		Introduction to Biblical/Koine Greek (4x)

2011–2016	McMaster University (Teaching Assistant)		
The Five Books of Moses
Prophets of the Hebrew Bible
Bible as Literature
Paul and Christian Origins 
Modern Judaism
World Religions 
Theory and Practice of Nonviolence 
Death and Dying

PUBLICATIONS

Book(s)	Naming God in Early Judaism: Aramaic, Hebrew, and Greek (Brill, Social and Cultural Contexts of the Bible) 2022.

Essays in Collected Volumes

2021	“Going Abroad with Your God(s): Graeco-Roman interpretatio and Jewish Tradition.” in Jewish, Christian, and Muslim Travel Experiences. De Gruyter.

2019	“Priests of War: Roman fetiales and Jewish cohanim,” in Power of the Priest: Political Use of Religious Knowledge (accepted for publication in Walter De Gruyter, 2020)

2015	“The ‘Mysteries of God’ in the Qumran War Scroll.” Pages 109–24 in The War Scroll, Violence, War and Peace in the Dead Sea Scrolls and Related Literature. Festschrift in honor of Marty Abegg Jr. ed. Kyung Baek, Kipp Davis, Peter Flint, Dorothy Peters; Leiden: Brill.



Reference Articles

2014		“עמוק–deep/depth.” In Theologisches Wörterbuch zu den Qumrantexten.
“ענן–cloud.” In Theologisches Wörterbuch zu den Qumrantexten.
		“Habakkuk.” Routledge Dictionary of Ancient Mediterranean Religions.

2012		“Archaeology of Palestine.” In Lexham Bible Dictionary.
“Coinage in Biblical History.” In Lexham Bible Dictionary.
“The Book of Judith.” In Lexham Bible Dictionary.
“John the Baptist.” In Lexham Bible Dictionary.
Book Reviews

2022	Whitten-Smith and Burr, Understanding World Religions: A Road Map for Justice and Peace. Rowman and Littlefield, London. 2022. 

2019	Legaspi, Michael C. Wisdom in Classical and Biblical Tradition. Oxford University Press, 2018. In RBL (forthcoming)

2018	Embry, Brad, Ronald Herms, and Archie T. Wright. Early Jewish Literature: An Anthology. Volume 1 and 2. Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 2018. In JAOS.

2017	Crawford, Sidnie White and Ceccilia Wassen (eds), The Dead Sea Scrolls at Qumran and the Concept of a Library. STDJ 116; Leiden: Brill, 2017. In Maskilim.

2016	Shaw, Frank. The Earliest Non-Mystical Jewish Use of Ιαω. Contributions to Biblical Exegesis and Theology 70. Leuven: Peeters, 2014. In JHS, vol. 16.

2013	Wagner, Ross. Reading the Sealed Book. Old Greek Isaiah and the Problem of Septuagint Hermeneutics. Tübingen: Mohr Siebeck. Forschungen zum Alten Testament 88, 2013. In JESOT.

2013	Carr, David M., The Formation of the Hebrew Bible: A New Reconstruction. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2011. In JESOT, vol. 2.2.

2013	Harlow, D., K. M. Hogan, M. Goff, J. Kaminsky (eds), The “Other” In Second Temple Judaism: Essays in Honor of John J. Collins. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2011. In JHS, vol. 13.

2013	Davies, Philip R., On the Origins of Judaism. London; Oakville, CT: Equinox, 2011. In Reviews of the Enoch Seminar.

2012	Stone, Michael E., Ancient Judaism: New Visions and Views. Grand Rapids: Eerdmans Publishing, 2011. In JHS, vol. 12.

2012	Zahn, Molly M., Rethinking Rewritten Scripture: Composition and Exegesis in the 4QReworked Pentateuch Manuscripts. STDJ 95. Leiden, Boston: Brill, 2011. In JESOT, vol. 1.2.

PRESENTATIONS

Conferences

2024	“Swarming Behavior in Honey Bees,” Spring Michigan Beekeepers Association Meeting, 2025

2021	“Urbanizing Jews: Agriculture, Slave Codes, and the Byzantine Empire.”  To be presented at the Annual Symposium on Jewish Civilization, Creighton University: “Jews and Urban Life,” Omaha, NE, Oct 2021.

2020	“Going Abroad with Your God(s): Graeco-Roman interpretatio and Jewish Tradition.” Jewish, Christian, and Muslim Travel Experiences. Groningen, Netherlands, January 2020.

2018	“Priests of War: Roman fetiales versus the Jewish cohanim of the War Scroll.” Accepted for presentation at Kiel University, Germany: Power of the Priests: Political Use of Religious Knowledge. Nov 29–Dec 1, 2018.

2017	“The Use of Kyrios in Early Judaism: A Discussion of the Extant Evidence.” Presented at the Annual SBL Meeting, Boston, MA. Hellenistic Judaism Session.

2015	“The Use and Non-Use of the Divine Name in Aramaic Texts of Early Judaism.” Presented at the Annual SBL Meeting, Atlanta, GA. Hebrew Bible and Cognate Literature Session.

2014	“From Praxis to Text: The Scripturalization of Priestly Ritual in the Mishnah and Invoking the Divine Name YHWH.” Presented at the Annual SBL Meeting, San Diego, CA. Social History of Judaism and Christianity Session.

2014	“What Does Material Philology Have to Say About [kyrios], Iaō, and yhwh? A Reassessment of Spacing Features in Early Greek MSS.” Presented at Copenhagen University, Denmark. Conference: “Material Philology and the Dead Sea Scrolls: New Approaches for New Text Editions.”

2011	“Two Conversions: The Cleansing of the Scale–Diseased Man in Mark 1:39–45.” Presented at the Pacific Northwest Regional SBL Meeting. New Testament and Hellenistic Religions Session, Spokane, WA.

2011	“The Hebrew University Bible and Current Critical Editions.” Presented at the Pacific Northwest Regional SBL Meeting. Hebrew Scriptures Session, Spokane, WA.

Invited Lectures
	
2022		“Agriculture and the Bible”
		Oxford University

2020		“Paul in Athens” 
		University of Michigan

2018	“Paul, Ethnicity, and the Graeco-Roman World”
	University of Michigan

2015	“Language and Power: The Tower of Babel Story in Gen 11:1-9.”
McMaster University

2014	“The Tetragrammaton in the Earliest LXX Manuscripts.” Presented at the McMaster Association of Judaism and Christianity Seminar, Hamilton ON.

2012	“Textual Traditions in the Temple Scroll.” Presented at the McMaster Association of Judaism and Christianity Seminar, Hamilton ON

2012	“Prophets of the Hebrew Bible: Daniel among the ‘Writings’?” 
McMaster University

2011		“Bible as Literature: Interpreting Literary Features in the Gospels.”

RESEARCH POSITIONS

2016-2017	Research Associate, Ancient Judaism and Rabbinic Literature 
University of Michigan, LSA–Near Eastern Studies

2010-2016	Research Associate: Accordance Bible Software
		Ancient Hebrew Syntax Database

2014		Freelance Editor, Biblical Languages
Harper Collins/Zondervan Publishing

2011-2012	Ben Zion Wacholder Research Assistant
Supervisor: Dr. Martin Abegg Jr., Trinity Western University	

2010		Research Assistant on Textual Criticism of the Hebrew Bible
Supervisor: Dr. Peter W. Flint, Trinity Western University	
AWARDS AND GRANTS
	
	2024		Sustainability Champion Group Award, GVSU
2024		FTLC Sandbox Learning Innovation Grant, GVSU 
2023		Sustainability Champion Award, GVSU
2021		Center for Scholarly Excellence and Creativity Grant, GVSU
2018		Brooks College of Interdisciplinary Studies Collaboration Initiative Grant
2011–2105	Doctoral Scholarship, McMaster University
2015		Graduate Teaching Fellowship, McMaster University
2014–2015	Travel Grant, McMaster University
2013		International Student Tuition Bursary, McMaster University
2012–2013	Abby Goldbatt Memorial Grant, McMaster University
2009–2011	Ben Zion Wacholder Fellowship, Trinity Western University

PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS AND ASSOCIATIONS

ISA–International Society of Arboriculture
AHPA–American Honey Producers Association
MBA—Michigan Beekeepers’ Association
AMGA—American Mountain Guide Association
PJSA—Peace and Justice Studies Association
AAR—American Academy of Religion
AJS—Association of Jewish Studies
SBL—Society of Biblical Literature
CSBS—Canadian Society of Biblical Studies
ASOR—American Schools of Overseas Research 

LANGUAGES (research proficiency)

Hebrew, Greek, Aramaic, Latin, Arabic, French, German, Spanish
