Dr. Skylar J. Bre’z
710 Pleasant Ave  Kalamazoo, MI 49008
269-615-2184
email: justbrez@gmail.com    

EDUCATION
2021    PhD - Department of History, Western Michigan University
Dissertation: Women’s History Month - examining the intersections of feminist activism, politics and equity education measures on the presentation of women in history.
Supervising professor: Dr. Edwin Martini
2014 	MA in History, Western Michigan University.   
2010	MA in Women, Gender & Sexuality Studies, The Ohio State University
2008	BA in English/Creative Writing and Gender and Women’s Studies, Western Michigan
	University, summa cum laude. 

TEACHING EXPERIENCE
Grand Valley State University – Visiting Assistant Professor
2022-present	WGS 101: Introduction to Gender Studies (both online and in person)
		WGS 224: Introduction to LGBTQ+ Studies (both online and in personn)
		WGS 255: Gender & Popular Culture (online and in person)
		WGS 365: Queer Theory & History

Western Michigan University - instructor of record
2010-present	HIST 3130: Queer History
HIST 3160: Women’s History (online and in person)
		HIST 2100: American History to 1877 (online and in person)
		HIST 3130: US and the World (foreign policy - online)
GWS 1000: Media & the Sexes (both online and on campus)
		GWS 2000: Intro to Gender & Women’s Studies (both online and on campus)
		GWS 3200: Women, Multiculturalism and Social Change, (online)
		
Kalamazoo Valley Community College - instructor of record
2017- 2023	HST 230: Women in History
		HST 103: American History since 1865
		HST 102: American History before 1865
		SOC 103: Contemporary Social Problems
		SOC 102: Introduction to Sociology
		HST 220: History of Michigan
		SOC 106: Death, Dying, & Bereavement

Olivet College - instructor of record
2013 - 2017: 	IDS 211: Civilization Studies (focus on Native American history and culture)
WGS 310: Uncloseting America: Queer Theory & History
		WGS 450: International Human Rights
		WGS 390: Feminist/Womanist Theory
		WGS 450: Social Activism in Community
		WGS 250: Media & the Sexes
		WGS 210: Introduction to Women’s Studies
		WGS 399: Perspectives in Masculinity
		SA 200: Introduction to Sociology
		SA 203: Childhood and Culture


PROFESSIONAL SERVICE
Student Success Network Faculty Partner, 2025-26, GVSU
Michigan State University Institute on Teaching Social Action, October 2025
Faculty Mental Health Ambassador, 2025, GVSU
Digital Literacy Summer Institute, 2025, GVSU
Eteaching certification, Fall 2018, KVCC
Eteaching Certification, Summer 2018, WMU
Residential Advisor Training Seminar, Fall 2016, WMU.
Special Project for Women’s Caucus, Summer 2016, WMU.
Board Member, Mildred McConkey Memorial Scholarship, 2014 to present.
Nora Faires Research Award Committee, WMU History Department, 2013.
Participant, Everyone Counts Learning Community: Healing Racism, 2012.
Co-chair of Planning Committee for Symposium on Contemporary Interdisciplinary Scholarship 
	on Gender and Sexuality, Ohio State University, April 2010.

PRESENTATIONS and PUBLICATIONS
2021	Women’s History Month panel, KVCC
2020	Short story included in feminist anthology “Walking Into the Light,” publication date:
	Spring 2020.
2020	Women’s History Month panel, KVCC
2019	“Women’s History Month: A Framework for Collective Action.”  Paper presentation, National Women’s Studies Association Conference.
2015	“Women Overcoming Disability.”  Public Presentation, Kalamazoo Disability Network.
2012	“Women’s Role in Politics.”  Public Presentation, Kalamazoo.
2011	“Equity Education: Foundation of Women’s History Month.”  Paper presentation, University of Illinois at Chicago, History Graduate Society: Contested Spaces, Contested Identities: Exploring Power and Resistance In the Modern World.
2011	“Blending History and Education: Women’s History Month.”  Paper presentation, Grand Valley 	State University History Conference:  History and Education.

RESEARCH 
2024-present  Women’s History in Higher Education book project, initial research
2018-present Oral history project with Las Vegas performer, Ronnie Fabre
2014	Research Assistant, napalm research for Dr. Edwin Martini
2013	Research Assistant, transcribed oral histories for Veterans Oral History Project,
	Grand Valley State University, Grand Rapids, MI.
2013	Oral History project, transcriptionist, Tiller’s International.
2012	Research Assistant, conducted library database research for three faculty members.  
	Topics covered: Slutwalks, Representations of children in the occult, Marriage habits of
	African American college graduate women.	
2011	Research Assistant, transcribed oral historyinterviews from teachers and activists involved in development of 1970s era LGBT college classes.

AWARDS
2021	Dissertation Completion Award, History Department, WMU
2019	Recognition for teaching excellence nomination, KVCC (HIST 102)
2018	Dissertation completion fellowship, College of Arts & Sciences, WMU
2016	WMU Graduate Research Grant
2016	Nora Faires Research Grant, History Department, WMU
2014	Conference Travel Grant, Graduate College and History Department, Western Michigan
	University
2013 	University Dames Scholarship Award, Western Michigan University.
2013	History Department Research Award, Western Michigan University.
2012	All-University Teaching Excellence Award at the MA level, Western Michigan University.	
2012	History Department Teaching Excellence Award at the MA level, Western Michigan
	University.
2012	Graduate College Research Award, Western Michigan University.
2011	Gwen R. Raaberg Teaching Award, Gender and Women’s Studies program, Western
	Michigan University

PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS
Women’s Commission, GVSU
League of Women Voters
National Collaborative for Women’s History Sites
National Women’s Studies Association
Board Member - Mildred McKonkey Scholarship (Kalamazoo Foundation)

