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RULE CLARIFICATIONS 
Event Supervisors will monitor the official National Science Olympiad website rules clarifications. You 
may submit requests for rules clarifications on this website. The Region 12 Tournament considers both 
National Rules Clarifications and FAQs issued prior to February 18, 2023 to be the official rules. For 
additional information visit: www.soinc.org. 

 

ALL EVENTS  
Check our website at www.gvsu.edu/msor12 for all Region 12 Michigan Science Olympiad information 
and updates. Please note the following: 

 Students are expected to be on time to their events.  
 Only current team members or alternates must construct all devices. 
 BYOG: Bring Your Own Goggles - Be aware of the goggle rules. 
 Make sure students are dressed in appropriate safety attire and gear including goggles for events 

calling for protective items. 
 Please remind students to take all their equipment or devices with them after they have 

finished competing unless they anticipate going to arbitration. 
 Teams are welcome to wear face coverings if they choose to do so.  
 

Binder and Notes – B & C  
 Binder and note sheets, permitted by the rules, can be type-print or handwritten and must be in 

the binder at the start of the event. They cannot be in a digital format. 

Chemistry Lab - C  
 The event organizers will provide an event handout, periodic table, and lab equipment  

(glassware and chemicals) needed for the event. 
 Teams are responsible for their own protective equipment including lab coats and goggles. 
 If they wish, teams may bring an 8.5” x 11” sheet of paper with notes on both sides and 

calculators, as described in the event rules. 
 In order to maintain fairness and safety for all participants, additional outside lab equipment 

cannot be brought into the event. Teams should not bring the large kit of glassware and lab 
equipment described by the document posted on the national website. Teams who bring 
additional equipment will be asked to leave it outside of the event upon entry. Any equipment 
brought by teams and left outside in this way will not affect that team's score for the event.  

Detector Building – C 

 FAQ: Yes, you can solder your basic components to the breadboard to make a more permanent 
connection. 

Flight – B & C   
 These events will take place at the Rec Center Courts. The ceiling height is 39 ft., and it is 32 ft. to 

the bottom of the truss. 
 Planes must slide easily in and out of the box. Any bending is a construction violation. 
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Forestry – B & C  

 FAQ: The published Tree List will be what is used to evaluate answers at all tournaments as 
was established by the rules even if a tree on the list has since had a change in scientific family 
name since the list was published. 

It’s About Time - C  
 Timing will be done to the closest half of a second.  

Roller Coaster – B 
 FAQ: Teams are allowed to alter the start and finish line BEFORE they are given the target time, 

but not after knowing it. 
 FAQ: Once the device is leveled and in place to compete, the position of the start and finish lines 

relative to their place in space must not change. They should be marked on the device and not 
changed. Other parts of the device are allowed to be changed. 

Sounds of Music – B 
 FAQ: The Song Score multiplier is 20 points. A rule correction will be posted on the rules 

clarifications page. 

Trajectory – C 

 FAQ: Yes, the arm may leave the dimension during the shot but cannot violate rule 5c. No part of 
the launch device may extend outside of the launch area before or after a shot. If part of the 
launching device extends beyond the launch area during the launching action, it must return to 
and remain in the launch area immediately after the launch without assistance of the 
competitors. 

Trial Events  
 Aerial Scramble B & C will be a walk-up event. The tournament will provide planes that can be 

modified on site. 
 Pentathlon B & C will be a walk-up event. The theme will be, “The Wild Wild West.” 
 Any school can have multiple teams compete in trial events (regardless of primary/alternate 

team status). Only one team is eligible for medals per school. 

Write It Do It – B & C 

 A reminder to your students that all items provided may not be required in the build. Additional 
items are often provided as “distractors.” 

  


