Radiation Therapy Program Podcast


Hello, my name is Matt and I am a staff member in The College of Health Professions at Grand Valley State University. Thank you for taking the time to learn more about GVSU’s Bachelor of Radiation Therapy program. Today we’re going to cover the admissions process, program requirements, and the qualities that distinguish this program.

Let’s start by explaining to you what this program entails. The Bachelor of Radiation Therapy program will prepare students to become radiation therapists in practical settings through lecture and lab courses and clinical experiences. This is a 123 credit hour program and the programmatic course work takes 20 months to complete as a full time student.

The Bureau of Labor Statistics expects employment of radiation therapists will continue to grow at an average pace. With a large aging population and advances in radiation treatments, radiation therapists are in demand. The GVSU Radiation Therapy program has a 100% employment rate with most graduates having secured employment prior to graduating from the program. 

Admissions requirements:

GVSU Admissions Undergraduate Application 
(Secondary Admission Application (link at top of page) for Radiation Therapy  
Statement of Professional Goals 
Two electronic recommendations 
Resume 
Grade of "C" or 2.0 higher for the following prerequisite courses (courses in parentheses are GVSU equivalents)
· Anatomy & Physiology I & II (BMS 250 & 251 or BMS 208 & 290 & 309)
· Medical Terminology (AHS 100)
· College Algebra (MTH 122)
· General Physics I (PHY 220)
· General Physics II (PHY 221)
· Introductory Psychology (PSY 101)
· Social Problems (SOC 105) 
· Applied Statistics (STA 215)
· Introduction to Health Care Research (AHS 301 or BMS 301 or PSY 300)
Minimum 3.0 GPA in the last 45 credit hours completed
Healthcare Experience...16 hours of paid or volunteer experience to include a 2-3 hour job shadow is highly recommended 



More program details as well as the online application can be found on the Radiation Therapy website: www.gvsu.edu/rt/.

Current tuition costs and information about scholarships and financial aid can be found at www.gvsu.edu/financialaid or by calling 616-331-3234. For information on student employment, please contact The Office of Student Employment at .

The Bachelor of Radiation Therapy Program at GVSU is a 123 credit hour program, with 69 of these credit hours occurring in the last two years (professional portion) of the program. The last two years of the program students receive didactic, laboratory, and clinical experiences in both existing and emerging radiation therapy practices and procedures.  This may include treatment planning, simulation, quality assurance, brachytherapy, external beam therapy, stereotactic radiosurgery, intraoperative radiation therapy, intensity modulated radiation therapy, image guided radiation therapy, and total body irradiation. Students will rotate through a minimum of three clinical facilities to ensure exposure to emerging technologies. For a complete listing of all courses please visit www.gvsu.edu/rt/.

The Bachelor of Radiation Therapy program at GVSU is unique for a number of reasons. This program is housed in the outstanding facilities of the Cook-DeVos Center for Health Sciences in downtown Grand Rapids, in the midst of the Medical Mile. Our well-established program provides a strong curriculum and knowledgeable faculty along with clinical site placements to prepare students for the national certification exam. Grand Valley students enjoy small class sizes, cohort educational experiences, and clinical rotations offered at a wide variety of different clinical affiliates, including large teaching facilities as well as small community hospitals. The radiation therapy program is accredited through the Joint Review Committee on Education in Radiologic Technology for a length of 8 years.  

That is just a snapshot of the Bachelor of Radiation Therapy program at Grand Valley State University. We hope that you will consider applying to an undergraduate program at GVSU. Any questions can be directed to the Radiation Therapy Program Director, LeShell Palmer Jones at palmeles@gvsu.edu or to The CHP Student Services Office at chpss@gvsu.edu. Thank you for your time and we hope you have enjoyed this podcast.
