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Hello, my name is Matt and I am a staff member in The College of Health Professions at Grand Valley State University. Thank you for taking the time to learn more about GVSU’s Bachelor of Science in Respiratory Care, or BSRC, program. Today we’re going to cover the admissions process, program requirements, and the qualities that distinguish this program.

Let’s start by explaining to you what this program entails. The BSRC program will prepare students to become respiratory therapists with the knowledge, skills, and attributes to serve as educators, researchers, managers, and leaders within the profession and the health care industry.  Respiratory care is an exciting, rewarding, high-demand career, with many possible pathways for future advancement.   
The Bachelor of Science in Respiratory Care has been developed for two distinct student groups that require two distinct pathways to completion: Students who are already graduates from a Commission on Accreditation for Respiratory Care (CoARC) associate degree program who have at least the Certified Respiratory Therapist (CRT) credential, and those entering Grand Valley State University (GVSU) who do not currently have a respiratory care degree.   There are two available tracks to acquire a BSRC degree, which are:

· Track A is for students entering GVSU who do not currently have a respiratory care degree.  Students will take prerequisite and general education courses during their first year at GVSU for the respiratory care portion of the program, and then enroll concurrently in a secondary admission CoARC-accredited respiratory care program in partnership with GVSU. This portion of the program is live and full-time.  Students will then complete the last 40 credits of the degree at GVSU, online, and this portion may be completed full- or part-time.

· [bookmark: _Hlk191955963]Track B is a degree advancement program for currently practicing respiratory therapists who are already graduates from a CoARC-accredited associate degree program. The format for all courses is online, and may be completed full- or part-time.   Students can transfer up to 80 credits from their respiratory care associate degree program.
Career growth projections, employment rates, or other related statistics
The field of respiratory care offers strong career growth prospects, with employment projected to increase by 13% from 2023 to 2033, significantly faster than the average for all occupations, driven by an aging population and increased respiratory conditions. Respiratory therapists can work in various settings and pursue different career paths, including specialization, leadership, and entrepreneurship. Respiratory therapists are in high demand, making it easier to find jobs and offering good job stability.  The credentials for the degree are applicable nationwide, so upon graduation the respiratory therapist can go anywhere in the country and find an excellent career.  The demand is so high that local employers will usually offer students jobs within the first year of the program.
Admissions requirements
The unique multi-track nature of this program means that the admission requirements differ significantly for each track. Every track is a secondary admission track. Following is a list of the tracks and their admission requirements:

Track A: Applicants may apply to start in the program’s secondary admission cohort each year in the Fall term, and are reviewed for admission based on the following:
· Overall GPA of 2.5
· Completion of the following with at least a C (not C-) grade:
· AHS 100 - Medical Terminology 
· BMS 250 - Anatomy and Physiology I 
· [bookmark: _Hlk77791520]BMS 251 - Anatomy and Physiology II 
· CHM 109 - Introductory Chemistry
· MTH 110 - Algebra 
· WRT 150 - Strategies in Writing 
· Then, before entering the final year of BSRC program classes at GVSU, students must meet the following entry requirements:
· Associate degree in respiratory care from their CoARC accredited institution with a minimum GPA of 2.5
· Registered Respiratory Therapist (RRT) or Certified Respiratory Therapist (CRT) who is RRT eligible 

Track B: Applicants may apply to start in any term, and are reviewed for admission based on the following:
· Associate degree in respiratory care from a CoARC accredited institution with a minimum GPA of 2.5
· Registered Respiratory Therapist (RRT) or Certified Respiratory Therapist (CRT) who is RRT eligible 
· Application for admission to GVSU
· Submission of official transcripts from colleges/universities attended  
· Completed BSRC program application
· Personal statement of career goals and how this program will help achieve educational and professional objectives 
Application information
More program details as well as the online application can be found on the Respiratory Care program website: www.gvsu.edu/respiratory.
Costs
Current tuition costs and information about scholarships and financial aid can be found at www.gvsu.edu/financialaid or by calling 616-331-3234. For information on student employment, please contact The Office of Student Employment at .
Contact us for more information
Because each track provides a very different pathway to earning a Bachelor of Science in Respiratory Care, you are strongly encouraged to review the materials at the program website (www.gvsu.edu/respiratory) and contact the Respiratory Care Program Director, Ann Flint, at Flinta@gvsu.edu. We hope that you will look into the options and consider applying to this program. Thank you for your time and we hope you have enjoyed this podcast.


