Medical Laboratory Science Program Podcast


Hello, my name is Matt and I am a staff member in The College of Health Professions at Grand Valley State University. Thank you for taking the time to learn more about GVSU’s Medical Laboratory Science program. Today we’re going to cover the admissions process, program requirements, and the qualities that distinguish this program.

Let’s start by explaining to you what this program entails. The Medical Laboratory Science program will prepare students to become medical laboratory scientist in practical settings through lecture and lab courses and clinical experiences. This is a 47 credit hour program and can be completed in a year and half as a full-time student.

The demand for medical laboratory scientists is projected to grow by 7% from 2021 to 2031, according to the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS), which is faster than the average for all occupations. This growth is driven by an aging population, increased need for diagnostic testing, and advancements in laboratory technology. Job prospects remain strong, especially for those with certifications

The Medical Laboratory Science (MLS) program requires applicants to have completed or be in progress with a series of science lecture and laboratory prerequisites that establish the fundamental knowledge essential for success in the program. In addition to academic coursework, applicants must submit a statement of professional philosophy, letters of recommendation, and a professional resume.
All application materials must be fully completed and submitted by March 15 prior to the intended winter semester entry. Applications will be reviewed immediately after the deadline, and all qualified candidates will be invited to interview with MLS faculty. Rolling admissions will continue until all available seats are filled. Competitive applicants will demonstrate strong academic performance, professional readiness, and a clear commitment to the field of medical laboratory science.

More program details as well as the online application can be found on the Medical Laboratory Science website: www.gvsu.edu/mls 

Current tuition costs and information about scholarships and financial aid can be found at www.gvsu.edu/financialaid or by calling 616-331-3234. For information on student employment, please contact The Office of Student Employment at .

The Medical Laboratory Science Program at GVSU prepares students to perform complex analyses in order to formulate data on blood, tissues, and fluids of the human body that may be used by a physician or clinician to determine the presence, extent, or cause of disease. These laboratory tests play an important role in the detection, diagnosis, and treatment of many diseases. Medical laboratory scientists work in conjunction with pathologists, physicians, and other health care team professionals. In the first year of the program, students engage in rigorous didactic coursework designed to build a strong foundation in medical laboratory science. This structured curriculum introduces fundamental principles across all laboratory disciplines, progressively advancing to the study of diseases and disorders they will help diagnose in a clinical setting. In their final semester, students will complete clinical rotations in a hospital setting, gaining hands-on experience under the guidance of experienced MLS professionals. This immersive training reinforces their skills, preparing them for real-world laboratory practice. For a complete listing of all courses please visit www.gvsu.edu/mls.

The Medical Laboratory Science program at GVSU is unique for a number of reasons. This program is housed in the outstanding facilities of the Cook-DeVos Center for Health Sciences in downtown Grand Rapids, in the midst of the Medical Mile. The Medical Laboratory Science program at Grand Valley State University stands out for its small cohort model, ensuring personalized instruction and one-on-one faculty mentorship. This close-knit learning environment fosters strong bonds among students, creating a supportive community that enhances both academic success and professional development. Our emphasis on hands-on laboratory technique ensures that students gain the technical proficiency and critical thinking skills necessary for real-world clinical practice.
Additionally, our program boasts experienced faculty members who bring extensive industry expertise, top-tier learning facilities, and modern laboratory instrumentation that mirrors what students will encounter in clinical settings. Our well-established relationships with clinical affiliates provide students with invaluable real-world experience during their rotations, often leading to employment opportunities upon graduation. With a commitment to excellence in education and laboratory training, our program equips graduates with the skills and confidence to excel in the field of medical laboratory science.

That is just a snapshot of the Medical Laboratory  Science program at Grand Valley State University. We hope that you will consider applying to an undergraduate program at GVSU. Any questions can be directed to the Program Director, Lilianne Nelson, at schollli@gvsu.edu. Thank you for your time and we hope you have enjoyed this podcast.
