Cardiovascular Sonography Program Podcast


Hello, my name is Matt and I am a staff member in The College of Health Professions at Grand Valley State University. Thank you for taking the time to learn more about GVSU’s Cardiovascular Sonography program. Today we’re going to cover the admissions process, program requirements, and the qualities that distinguish this program.
We will be focusing on the dynamic field of cardiovascular sonography and spotlighting why the Grand Valley State University Sonography Program stands out in Michigan.
At GVSU, Cardiovascular Sonography offers Adult Echocardiography, Pediatric Echocardiography and Vascular specialties. Program proudly holds CAAHEP accreditation, which ensures that students receive a high standard of education.
So, what does it take to become a sonography student at GVSU? The sonography programs are undergraduate programs, allowing students to earn a bachelor's degree.
A key advantage of this is that our students will be eligible for the national board examinations through American Registry for Diagnostic Medical Sonography (ARDMS) – the gold standard of quality across the globe – in multiple specialties before graduation, thanks to their structured curriculum and accreditation. 
It's important to note that admission into these programs requires a secondary application after completing prerequisite courses. Mark your calendars! Applications are due annually on February 1st, with new cohorts starting each fall. 
More program details as well as the online application can be found on the sonography website: https://www.gvsu.edu/cvs/  
Current tuition costs and information about scholarships and financial aid can be found at www.gvsu.edu/financialaid or by calling 616-331-3234. For information on student employment, please contact The Office of Student Employment at .
Once admitted, students will embark on a rigorous journey, completing five continuous semesters (21 months) of integrated didactic laboratory and clinical education courses.
The field of cardiovascular sonography is booming. According to the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, employment for sonographers is projected to grow by 12% from 2020 to 2030. That’s significantly faster than the average for all occupations! As the population ages and diagnostic imaging becomes increasingly essential in healthcare, the demand for qualified sonographers is on the rise.
And what about employment rates for our graduates? GVSU’s Sonography Program boasts impressive statistics. Over 90% of our graduates secure employment within six months of graduation, and the median annual wage for diagnostic medical sonographers was over $75,000 in 2020, with top earners making upwards of $100,000!
So, what truly sets GVSU's Cardiovascular Sonography Program apart? Let’s break it down:
1. Accreditation and Reputation: Our program is accredited by the Commission on Accreditation of Allied Health Education Programs, ensuring a high standard of education.
2. The American Registry for Diagnostic Medical Sonography® (ARDMS®) Credentials:  students are graduating with credentials in at least two specialties:  REGISTERED DIAGNOSTIC CARDIAC SONOGRAPHER® (RDCS®) in Adult Echocardiography and REGISTERED DIAGNOSTIC CARDIAC SONOGRAPHER® (RDCS®) in Pediatric Echocardiography or REGISTERED VASCULAR TECHNOLOGIST® (RVT®)
3. Hands-On Experience: We emphasize practical training through clinical placements in state-of-the-art facilities, providing students with real-world experience before graduation.
4. Innovative Curriculum: Our comprehensive curriculum integrates the latest technology and techniques in sonography, preparing students for the evolving demands of the healthcare industry.
5. Dedicated Faculty: Our faculty comprises experienced professionals committed to mentoring and supporting students throughout their educational journey.
6. Strong Industry Connections: GVSU has established partnerships with local hospitals and clinics, creating a robust network for internships and job placements.
That is just a snapshot of the Cardiovascular Sonography program at Grand Valley State University. We hope that you will consider applying to an undergraduate program at GVSU. Any questions can be directed to the CVS Program Director Katelyn Lowman, at lowmanka@gvsu.edu or to the College of Health Professions Student services office chpss@gvsu.edu. Thank you for your time and we hope you have enjoyed this podcast.

